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JUST  A  FEW  DAYS  MORE 

to  prepare  and  send  in  advertising  matter  for  the  annual 
Export  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist.  That  valuable  issue  for  exporters  is  to  be 
published 

NEXT  WEEK. 

In  this  connection  the  Publisher  informs  us  that  he  cannot 
guarantee  the  insertion  of  any  advertisement  for  the 
ordinary  white  paper  pages  received  after 

Tuesday,  March  4. 

All  such  communications  should  be  addressed  : 
The  Publisher, 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Telegrams  :  Telephone  : 

Chemicus,  Cannon,  Rank  852 

1         London.  (two  lines.) 


SUMMARY. 

Being  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue. 


Articles  and  Communications. 

Two  more  methods  of  filing  Insurance  prescriptions  are 
described  and  illustrated  on  p.  34. 

It  is  fifty  years  since  the  late  G.  F.  Schacht  sent  a  first 
sample  of  his  liquor  bismuthi  to  the  C.  <Si  D.  (p.  68). 

Mr.  Herbert  Skinner  communicates  hints  and  observations 
on  how  time  may  be  economised  and  methods  shortened 
in  Insurance  dispensing  (p.  34). 

Our  correspondence  columns  contain  communications  cn 
several  subjects  apart  from  Insurance  dispensing,  and 
numerous  answers  to  correspondents  (pp.  65-68). 

The  manufacture  of  milk-sugar  has  been  investigated  by 
Mr.  Pedersen  on  behalf  of  the  New  Zealand  Department 
of  Agriculture.    We  deal  with  this  editorially  on  p.  54. 

The  remarkable  properties  of  carbon  in  respect  to  gas 
absorption  are  described  in  a  Chemical  Society  paper  on 
the  combustion  of  that  body.  It  also  deals  with  tho  CO 
and  C02  formed  (p.  51). 

National  Health  Insurance. 


Irish  pharmaceutical  chemists  are  getting  dispensing  to 
do  under  the  Sanatorium  benefit.    See  the  report  on  p.  38. 

The  Commissioners  decline  to  say  what  "rural  area" 
means,  and  leave  it  to  Insurance  Committees  (p.  45). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  for  Scotland 
held  a  meeting  last  week,  at  which  many  points  were  dis- 
cussed (p.  44).  The  feeling  in  Scotland  for  distinct  treat- 
ment seems  to  be  increasing.  See  reports  on  pp.  44-46,  and 
correspondence  (p.  66). 

Representatives  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners  attended 
a  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  held 
in  London  on  Wednesday.  Many  ambiguous  and  doubtful 
points  in  regard  to  Insurance  dispensing  were  settled,  and 
a  set  of  rules  for  unification  in  pricing  are  included  in  the 
report  which  begins  on  p.  43. 

"Contribution"  is  the  subject  of  the  ninth  epochal 
editorial.  Herein  we  deal  with  official  documents  regard- 
ing contracting  out,  showing  how  in  such  cases  doctors  and 
chemists  must  look  after  their  bills.  We  also  indicate  how 
the  regulations  maintain  the  "  physicians  prescribe,  chemists 
compound  "  principle  (pp.  52-54). 

News  of  the  Week. 


Japanese  medicines  are  popular  in  Java  (p.  64). 

"  Spoonful "  directions  are  troubling  Australian  phar- 
macists (p.  64). 

Dinners,  dances,  and  other  social  functions  occupy  the. 
greater  part  of  pp.  58-59. 

"Canine  Doctor"  is  a  title  which  may  be  used  by  veter-. 
inary  surgeons  only  (p.  41). 

The  Excise  is  keeping  a  close  watch  on  chemists  who  do 
not  renew  their  patent-medicine  licences  (p.  41). 

The  Celluloid  Committee  is  meeting  weekly.  We  report 
from  the  last  meeting  evidence  of  special  interest  to 
chemists  (p.  35). 

Somerset  House  has  become  a  rival  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  providing  the  public  with  "  chemists."  See  the 
companies  registered  (pp.  41-42). 

We  continue  our  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Australian 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  Melbourne,  giving  an  epitome 
of  the  more  important  discussions  (p.  64). 

An  application  to  have  the  word  "  Ribbon  "  registered  as 
a  trade-mark  for  paste  dentifrice  has  been  refused  by  the 
Registrar.  This  decision  is  sustained  by  the  High  Court 
(p.  46). 

Tr.«e  and  Market  Matteri, 


The  cinchona  and  quinine  agreement  promoted  by  the 
Java  planters  has  not  yet  been  signed  (p.  62). 

Citric  acid,  citrates,  cod-liver  oil,  lemon  oil,  lime-juice, 
and  vanilla  are  dearer.  Star-anise  oil,  arsenic,  benzols, 
milk-sugar,  turpentine,  calabar  beam,  and  ammonia  sul- 
phate are  cheaper.    Business  has  improved  this  week  (p.  60). 
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Ideas  en  Insurance  Dispensing. 


The  Editor  pays  for  contributions  to  this  column, 
especially  for  ideas  which  have  been  found  beneficial  or  use- 
ful in  working,  the  chemists'  part  of  the  Insurance  Medical 
Benefit,  and  in  solving  difficulties  which  arise  in  connection 
with  it. 

Finns'  Insurance  Prescriptions. 

The  following  is  a  simple,  inexpensive  method,  only  cost- 
ing 2d.  or  3d.,  for  filing  Insurance  prescriptions.  It  makes 
reference  for  repeats  an  easy  matter,  and  also  keeps  the 
prescriptions  tidy.  Take  a  piece  of  wood,  7^  in.  by  4£  in. 
and  g  in.  thick ;  across  one  end  screw  a  piece  of  wood  |  in. 
thick.  Then  get  two  packing  needles  and  cut  off  with  a 
file  the  curved  ends.  By  means  of  a  brace  and  bit  bore  two 
holes  slightly  smaller  than  will  admit  the  needles,  each 
hole  being  1£  in.  from  the  side  of  the  wood  (the  narrow 


thick  piece  being  underneath).  Hammer  the  two  needles 
well  down  into  the  holes,  which,  being  smaller  than  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  needles,  holds  them  quite  firmly.  _  Slight  ly 
sharpen  the  needles  above  the  eye,  so  that  they  will  pierce 
the  paper  without  tearing.  As  the  prescriptions  come  in 
they  are  stamped  and  numbered.  Form  A  is  detached  and 
placed  in  a  box  kept  for  the  purpose,  which  hangs  by  the 
side  of  the  dispensing  counter.  First  thing  each  morning 
this  box  is  emptied,  and  the  prescriptions  placed  in  num- 
bered order  and  fastened  with  a  paper-fastener,  then  stored 
away  in  a  drawer  till  required  for  pricing  and  the  Com- 
mittee. Form  B  is  pressed  over  the  needles  near  the  top  of 
the  script  and  flat  down  on  the  board;  these  remain  till 
we  reach  100,  the  needles  are  then  threaded  with  a  piece 
of  thin  twine,  a  piece  of  strong  paper  or  linen  paper  having 
been  pushed  over  the  needles,  leaving  an  inch  over  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  script.  All  are  then  pulled  off  the  file, 
and  thus  threaded  with  one  action.  Then  tie  them  on  to 
a  piece  of  cardboard  the  size  of  the  scripts  and  push  down 
the  overlapping  linen  paper ;  this  forms  the  back  of  the 
book,  a  piece  of  cardboard  'an  inch  smaller  than  the  back 
will  make  the  front  cover,  on  to  which  paste  down  the  pro- 
jecting inch  of  linen  paper,  this  cover  will  then  lift  over  like 
a  book-back  and  enable  the  scripts  to  be  turned  over  to 
any  number. — A.  T.  Bailcs,  4  Horton  Road,  Bradford. 

The  filing  of  Insurance  prescriptions  presents  an  interest- 
ing problem,  and  from  the  one  or  two  suggestions  put  for- 
ward the  writer  is  inclined  to  think  that  notes  on  his  method 
may  prove  useful  and  interesting.  For  some  years  I  have 
used  the  Stolzenberg  system  for  filing  letters,  invoices, 
loose  price-list  sheets,  and  other  documents.  It  was  intro- 
duced in  conversation  by  a  traveller,  and  I  have  often 
invoked  blessings  on  him,  for  it  saves  an  enormous  amount 
of  work  in  reference.  A  couple  of  upright  boards  with 
fixed  or  adjustable  shelves,  three  or  four  dozen  binders,  and 
a  punch  are  all  that  are  necessary.  The  whole  cost  can 
be  recorded  in  the  shillings  column  of  your  cash-book.  But 
the  object  of  this  is  not  to  describe  the  system  as  a  whole, 
but  only  as  applying  to  Insurance  prescriptions,  and  the 
following  is  the  writer's  method  of  recording,  in  several 
shops  controlled  under  one  head  : 

As  the  prescriptions  are  dispensed  they  are  numbered  in 
consecutive  order.  Each  morning  the  previous  day's  pre- 
scriptions arc  priced  up  and  filed  on  Stolzenberg  section 
binders ;  tho  originals  in  one  bunch  and  the  duplicates  in 
another.  From  one  to  twenty  can  be  added  at  a  time, 
and  the  process  requires  only  a  few  seconds.  The  resuit 
gives  a  sheaf  of  papers  falling  automatically  in  order,  ready 
for  reference  when  doctor  writes  "  Rent.  Mist.,"  held  as 
firmly  as  the  leaves  of  a  book,  and  handled  in  the  same  wav 
as  a  book.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have  a  "loose-leaf" 
system,  in  which  the  binder  costs  about  Zd.  These  binders 
last  for  years.  The  file  holds  about  200.  When  that 
number  is  reached  they  are  taken  off,  tied  with  tape,  and 
put  into  a  cardboard  carton.  These  cartons  are  numbered 
and  dated  and  stored  on  book-shelves. 


Tho  system  has  been  carried  further.  Each  branch  has 
been  supplied  with  a  quarto  size  Stolzenberg  file,  in  which 
has  been  placed  a  number  of  duplicate  bill-heads. 
(Ordinary  bill-heads  with  carbon  and  a  blank  sheet  can  be 
used.)  In  this  way  half  a  dozen  very  cheap  invoice  ledgers 
have  been  made,  costing  less  than  6c/.  each,  and  more  effec- 
tive than  6s.  ones.  If  full  details  have  to  be  rendered,  it 
can  be  done  by  taking  out  the  bill-head,  and  a  detailed 
copy  is  left  for  own  use.  The  ledger,  of  course,  is  chiefly 
useful  in  case  of  "Repeats."  Four  columns  are  filled  in: 
(1)  Number  of  prescription ;  (2)  name  of  patient ;  (3)  style 
of  medicine ;  (4)  price.  In  case  of  a  repeat,  one  looks  up 
the  name  column,  and  from  the  number  alongside  turns  up 
the  prescription  on  bunch. 

The  method  is  neat,  quick,  effective,  and  quite  inexpensive, 
and  if  fellow-craftsmen  will  give  it  a  trial  they  will  find 
it  a  big  saving  in  time  and  trouble. — Organiser  (231/63). 


Methods  of  Quick  Dispensing. 

By  Herbert  Skinner,  Pharmaceutist,  Great  Northern 
Central  Hospital. 


AMONG  the  many  changes  that  the  National  Insurance 
Act  lias  brought,  none  is  more  pressing  to  the 
pharmacist  than  the  need  of  alteration  in  Iris  dispensing 
methods.  The  leisurely  style  must  become  one-of  activity 
if  he  is  to  save  his  ordinary  retail  trade  from  suffering. 
The  following  observations  from  hospital  experience  may 
be  of  service. 

The  true  basis  of  quick  dispensing  is  the  arrangement  of 
the  department  or  counter  where  the  work  is  done.  Every- 
thing that  is  required  should  be  immediately  before  the 
dispenser,  each  bottle  large  enough  to  contain  a  sufficiency 
for  the  day's  emergencies.  On  the  top  shelf  should  be  the 
Winchesters  containing  aqua  dest.  with  a  syphon  arrange- 
ment for  drawing  off,  the  ingress  of  air  being  through  an 
acid  tube  plugged  with  wool.  Two  other  bottles  may  be 
provided — aq.  chlorof.  and  aq.  camph.,  if  largely  used.  A 
sink  in  the  middle  with  a  one-way  tap  is  a  priceless  boon. 
Underneath  is  a  rack  for  the  measures,  hung  with  base 
upwards,  one  4  oz.  and  others  2  oz.,  graduated  from 
5  minims  up  to  960.  The  scales  are  more  convenient 
if  placed  in  a  slight  recess  about  the  level  of  the  chest. 
Several  of  the  drawers  of  the  counter  can  be  divided  like 
a  money  drawer  for  the  most  frequently  used  pills  or 
tablets,  the  others  containing  all  the  necessary  articles 
for  finishing.  The  light  should  be  immediately  overhead, 
so  as  to  throw  no  shadow  and  sufficient  to  prevent  eye- 
strain. 

The  personal  equation  follows.  The  dispenser  must- 
cultivate  the  art  of  becoming  oblivious  to  people  waiting 
so  that  the  mind  runs  on  the  thing  in  hand.  By  that 
means  brain  and  manual  dexterity  come  into  unison.  The 
necessity  of  exactitude  must  not  obsess  the  mind ;  lack  of 
confidence  and  over-carefulness  destroy  many  a  man's  dis- 
pensing usefulness.  Quickness  and  accuracy  go  more  fre- 
quently together  than  otherwise.  To  read^\,  of  a  grain,  and 
at  once  without  seeming  conscious  effort  weigh  the  quan- 
tity for  eight  or  twelve  doses  needs  some  months  of 
contract  dispensing,  but  the  ability  comes  in  time. 

The  freely  used  tinctures,  syrups,  solutions,  etc.,  should 
be  grouped  under  the  water-bottles  and  over  the  sink ; 
indeed,  so  well  should  this  be  done  that  it  ought  to  be 
possible  by,  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  space  allotted,  to 
dispense  any  simple  mixture  without  moving  the  feet, 
using  the  left  or  right  hand  as  the  case  may  be. 

Solutions,  Suspensions,  Dilutions,  etc. 

Everything  should  be  kept  in  solution  that  lends  itself 
for  the  purpose.  Weigh  the  chemicals  in  the  slack  time, 
and  allow  them  to  prepare  themselves  by  suspension  of  tho 
salt  in  muslin  in  a  convenient  graduated  glass  jug.  If 
the  chemical  is  dirty,  tie  filter-paper  round  the  muslin. 
Even  numbers  should  be  used  throughout,  1  in  2,  1  in  4, 
1  in  8,  1  in  12,  etc.,  so  that  where  10  grains  is  ordered 
in  each  dose  the  number  of  doses  multiplied  by  the  factor 
will  give  it  to  you  in  minims.  The  1  in  2'e  are  glycerin 
and  mag.  sulph.  Many  more  could  be,  but  it  is  better 
to  have  as  many  in  the  same  strength  as  possible,  as  the 
constant  repetition  of  the  same  multiple  is  a  great  help 
in  saving  brain  fatigue,  for  that  conduces  to  slowness 
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more  than  bodily  weariness.  Therefore  1  in  4  is  very  con- 
venient. Among  them  may  be  mentioned  pot.  cit.  ferri  et 
amnion,  cit.,  pot.  acet.,  pot.  iod.,  hexamethylenetetramine, 
sod.  salicyl.,  sod.  sulph.,  phenazone,  sod.  ac.  phosph.  ; 
but  sod.  cit.  and  ferri  et  quin.  cit.  do  not  keep  very  well, 
and  only  small  quantities  should  be  prepared.  The  1  in  8 
include  amnion,  carb.  and  pot.  bicarb.,  1  in  12  sod.  bicarb, 
and  quin.  sulph.  with  the  requisite  amount  of  acid  ;  1  in  20, 
pot.  chlor. ;  1  in  24,  borax. 

Closely  allied  to  the  solutions  are  the  suspensions ;  bis- 
muth, carb.  and  mag.  carb.  need  only  water ;  salol,  acid, 
acetyl-salicyl.  and  phenacetin  must  be  rubbed  very  fine 
with  the  necessary  gum. 

Lotions  such  as  rubra,  nigra,  etc.,  are  kept  concentrated  ; 
zinci  sulph.  for  eye-lotions  and  injections  is  convenient 
as  a  1  in  10  solution;  hyd.  perchlor.  1  in  24,  as  the  liquor 
can  be  readily  made  for  the  shop-round  from  this  strength, 
and  in  eye  work  large  quantities  are  likely  to  be  used. 

The  more  potent  drugs  must  not  be  forgotten,  as  a  dose 
of  Tfjj  grain  consumes  more  time  than  half  a  dozen  weigh- 
ings.   The  method  here  is  the  same  as  in 

Hypodermic  Injections 
— namely,  the  equivalence  of  1  minim.  Suppose  aceto- 
morphin.  hydrochlor.  gr.  ^  is  needed  in  one  dose  :  the 
solution  is  made  so  that  1  minim  equals  ^  grain.  Should 
eight  doses  be  required,  it  is  simple  enough  to  calculate  in 
the  mind  (no  experienced  dispenser  needs  paper  in  these 
matters) ;  eight  times  ^  equals  therefore  20  divided  by 
10  multiplied  by  8  equals  16,  being  the  number  of  minims 
required.  The  same  principle  applies  to  all  hypodermic  solu- 
tions— e.g.,  hyoscin.  hydrobrom.  is  made  so  that  1  minim 
equals  r^Vir  grain.    If  it  is  desired  to  give  1000 -=-200 

=  5  minims.  By  stating  it  in  the  simplest  terms  it  saves 
fogging  the  mind  by  fractions  and  saves  time.  Difficul- 
ties arise  where  5,  5,  T\  are  required,  and  where  personal 
contact  is  possible  the  XV  system  should  be  encouraged, 
or  two  solutions  of  such  things  kept. 

Powders,  Pills,  and  Ointments. 

Mixed  powders  consume  time,  and  only  manual  dexterity 
can  save  it,  though  a  sheet  of  demy  and  a  spatula  give 
better  results  generally  than  the  cumbersome  mortar.  For 
cachets  you  are  justified  in  demanding  time,  but  if  there 
is  no  machine  handy,  rubber  umbrella  rings  form  a  very 
good  support,  and  laying  the  other  half  on  moistened 
filter-paper  will  give  you  all  the  adhesiveness  you  require 
and  save  keeping  the  patient  waiting. 

Special  pills  must  be  made,  but  few  Tequire  any  ex- 
cipient  other  than  water  or  spirit,  and  speed  in  making 
pills  depends  largely  on  the  excipient  and  the  way  it  is 
handled.  Extracts  should  be  the  dry  variety  wherever 
possible.  Potent  drugs  as  acid,  arsenios.,  strychnin.,  hyd. 
perchlor.,  or  atropin.  sulph.  should  be  kept  as  triturates; 
1  grain  equals  a  useful  amount,  as  in  the  case  of 
hypodermics. 

Unguenta  with  refractory  powders  consume  a  lot  of  time, 
but  air  oval  rimless  4-oz  or  8-oz.  bottle,  used  edgewise, 
with  a  small  proportion  of  the  base,  will,  on  a  pill-tile, 
reduce  the  grittiest  powder  to  as  fine  a  state  as  the  most 
elaborate  mill.  In  rapid  manipulation  the  slab  should 
always  supersede  the  mortar  and  pestle.  It  usually  gives 
much  finer  results.  Where  stock  ointments  are  ordered,  a 
moderate  number  should  be  kept  put  up,  but  the  boxes 
must  be  made  grease-proof  with  collodion  or  shellac 
varnish. 

Suppositories  of  morphine,  preferably  bi-conical,  of  all 
strengths  should  be  ready  ;  one  can  claim  a  slacker  time 
legitimately  for  bougies,  but  if  no  mould  is  at  hand  make 
one  with  a  penholder  and  tinfoil,  rather  than  keep  a 
patient  waiting  for  two  days,  as  in  one  case  on  record. 
Glyco-gelatin  can  be  kept  in  stock  for  any  specially  pre- 
scribed pastilles.  Emulsions,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
are  more  satisfactorily  made  in  the  bottle. 

Finally,  I  prefer  every  label  to  have  "Shake  the  bottle  " 
on,  and  it  is  an  advantage  to  define  "  table  "  and  "  tea" 
as  small ;  it  often  leads  to  inquiry  and  to  the  sale  of  a 
proper  measure.  Where  much  work  is  being  done  for  one 
'doctor,  his  prescribing  can  be  largely  anticipated  by 
private  arrangements,  as  the  cleverest  doctor  varies  only 
within  very  narrow  limits. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Sir  David  Salamons  is  presenting  the  Cancer  Hospital, 
Fulham  Road,  London,  S.W.,  with  radium  to  the  value  of 
500?. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Gostling,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ipswich 
Street,  Stowmarket,  has  been  nominated  for  re-election 
on  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Stacey  has  resigned  the  Secretaryship  of  the 
Early  Closing  Association,  and  Mr.  Albert  Larking  has 
been  appointed  his  successor.  New  offices  have  Ya.en 
taken  at  3  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 

The  Southwark  Guardians  have  decided,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  increase  the 
salary  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Dunstan,  chemist  and  druggist,  dis- 
penser at  the  .Northern  Dispensary,  from  180?.  to  1901. 
a  year. 

At  the  Derby  Assizes  last  week,  Bovril,  Ltd.,  were 
awarded  nominal  damages  of  £5  and  costs  against  Mr. 
John  Lowe,  Thomsett,  for  slander,  in  alleging  that  old 
horses  were  used  to  make  Bovril. — The  defendant 
pleaded  that  he  spoke  in  jest  and  agreed  to  a  perpetual 
injunction. 

On  February  20  a  man  walked  into  the  shop  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Hornsby,  chemist,  14  Borough  Road,  Middles- 
brough, and  without  saying  a  word  to  anyone  sat  down 
upon  a  chair  and  fainted.  Medical  aid  was  immediately 
.summoned,  but  he  expired  before  the  doctor  arrived, 
the  cause  of  death  being  urasmia. 

An  escape  of  gas  became  ignited  on  February  20 
during  repairs  to  the  gas-meter  in  the  cellar  below  the 
pharmacy  of  Mr.  D.  Miles  Edwards,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, 13  Bute  Street,  Cardiff.  The  fire  was  speedily  got 
under  on  the  arrival  of  the  Fire  Brigade,  but  considerable 
damage  was  done  to  the  flooring  of  the  shop. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Secret  Commissions  and 
Bribery  Prevention  League  was  held  on  February  26 
at  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Oxford  Court, 
Cannon  Street,  E.C.  Mr.  Stanley  Machin  presided,  and 
stated  that  during  the  year  a  larger  number  of  con- 
victions have  been  obtained  than  ever  before.  The 
membership  of  the  League  is  369. 

A  cow  made  its  way  into  the  pharmacy  of  Mr. 
Edmund  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  Miles  Bank, 
Hanley,  on  the  evening  of  February  24.  The  customers 
present  dispersed  in  alarm  while  the  animal  made  its 
way  behind  the  dispensing-counter  and  knocked  over 
several  cases.  Eventually  it  was  enticed  to  go  out  through 
a  back  door  before  very  serious  damage  had  been  done. 

The  following  notice  was  published  in  the  "London 
Gazette  "  of  February  21  :  "  Whitehall,  February  19,  1913. 
The  King  has  been  pleased  to  give  and  grant  unto  Wilhelm 
Martin  Johnsen,  Esq.,  his  Majesty's  Royal  licence  and 
authority  to  accept  and  wear  the  Insignia  of  Knight  of  the 
First  Class  of  the  Order  of  St.  Olaf,  which  decoration  has 
been  conferred  upon  him  by  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Norway,  in  recognition  of  valuable  services  rendered  by 
him. " 

The  Celluloid  Danger. 

The  Departmental  Committee  on  the  use,  manufacture, 
and  storage  of  celluloid  articles  met  again  on  Thursday  , 
February  20,  when  further  evidence  was  given.  Further  re- 
markable testimony  has  been  forthcoming  as  to  the  dangers 
attendant  upon  the  use  of  celluloid  articles,  including  the 
dropping  of  a  lighted  taper  on  the  celluloid  keys  of  a 
piano,  the  ignition  of  celluloid  collars  and  servants'  hair- 
combs  and  hair-pins,  brushes  placed  on  an  oven  to  dry, 
and  celluloid  films  in  children's  toys.  These  cases  have 
been  furnished  by  the  local  authorities  at  Birmingham, 
Newcastle,  Liverpool,  Wolverhampton,  and  elsewhere,  but 
perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  case — from  the  United 
States — was  that  of  a  farmer  working  in  a  field  at  a 
high  temperature.      The  rays  of  the  sun  were  in  this 
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instance  focussed  by  a  steel  shovel  upon  an  artificial  leg 
which  he  was  wearing,  and  which  was  partly  composed 
of  celluloid.  The  result  was  an  explosion  which  shattered 
the  artificial  limb,  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  the  farmer. 
The  chief  danger,  however,  lies  in  the  storage  of  celluloid 
films  for  cinematographic  purposes  in  close  proximity 
to  the  actual  rooms  in  which  such  entertainments  are 
given. 

Institute  of  Chemistry  Lectures. 

The  next  of  the  special  lectuTes  which  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  has  established  this  winter  for  students  and 
Associates  of  the  Institute  is  to  be  given  in  the  Chemical 
Lecture  Theatre  of  King's  College  on  March  12  by  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Hill,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  managing  director  of  The 
British  Drug  Houses,  Ltd.,  the  subject  being  "  The 
Function  and  Scope  of  the  Chemist  in  a  Pharmaceutical 
Works."  Mr.  Otto  Hehner  will  preside  at  the  lecture, 
which  will  commence  at  eight  o'clock,  and  will  be  illus- 
trated with  lantern  slides.  Mr.  Hill  will  deal  with  his 
subject  under  the  following  headings  : 

1.  MANt;FACTUHlNG.--/m£wi!  Difficulties  of  the  Works 
Chemist. — Pharmaceutical  Chemicals — General  requirements 
.for  manufacturing  chemicals;  special  considerations  for 
pharmaceutical  chemicals ;  specifications  for  raw  materials 
and  finish  products ;  removal  of  impurities ;  decolorising, 
filtration,  washing,  draining,  evaporating,  and  crystallising 
on  the  manufacturing  scale;  plant  used;  by-products;  waste 
liquors.  Pharmaceutical  Preparations — Control  of  crude 
drugs,  solvents,  and  other  materials ;  control  of  products 
in  absence  of  recognised  chemical  standards ;  choice  of  pro- 
cess; extraction,  distillation,  filtration,  evaporation,  mixing, 
and  other  processes  on  the  large  scale ;  plant  used ;  by- 
products. 

2.  Analytical. — Control  of  all  raw  materials,  drugs,  and 
chemicals.  Control  of  finished  products  from  factory ;  speci- 
fications for  chemicals ;  specifications  for  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations, limited  values  of  the  latter;  "empirical  specifica- 
tions. Control  of  manufactured  products  purchased"  for  re- 
sale, fixed  and  essential  oils.  Effect  of  analytical  control  on 
commercial  products ;  necessity  of  standardising  analytical 
processes  for  routine  testing,  and  limited  desirability  of 
same.    Some  labour-saving  and  time-saving  devices. 

3.  Investigation.— Improvements  of  manufacturing  pro- 
•cesses;  utilisation  of  by-products:  improvements  in  analyti- 
cal processes;  causes  of  deterioration  with  age  of  pharma- 
ceutical preparations ;  working  out  new  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses; research  proper. 

4.  Commercial. — Buying,  specifications  for  contracts. 
Any  student  of  pharmacy  or  pharmacist  can  obtain  a 
ticket  for  the  lecture  from  the  Registrar  and  Secretary  of 
the  Institute,  Mr.  Richard  B.  Pilcher,  30  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  on  application. 

Chemists'  Public  Appointments. 

The  report  of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry 
for,  the  year  1912-13  contains  a  report  by  the  Public 
Appointments  Committee.  It  is  stated  that  the  opinion 
of  counsel  was  taken,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
Council  could  not  safely  hold  that  the  taking  of  fees 
lower  than  those  commonly  accepted  by  members  of  the 
Institute  would  be  discreditable  conduct  within  the  mean- 
ing of  Section  16  of  the  charter  so  as  to  justify  exclusion 
thereunder.  The  Council  were  further  advised  that  it 
was  improbable  that  the  Privy  Council  would  approve  any 
amendment  to  the  Charter,  or  a  by-law  which  proposed 
to  give  the  Council  of  the  Institute  power  to  prevent  the 
members  accepting  fees  or  remuneration  in  respect  of 
public  appointments  lower  than  the  Council  would  approve. 
The  report  goes  on,  "  From  this  opinion  it  is  clear  that  in 
matters  of  this  kind  the  Institute  must  rely  on  each 
Fellow  and  Associate  to  endeavour  to  fulfil  the  terms  of 
the  Declaration  made  on  his  election — viz.,  that  he  will 
demean  himself  honourably  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, and  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  maintain  the  dignity 
and  welfare  of  the  Institute." 

Advertising  Advertising. 

Such  is  the  title  of  a  new  organisation  of  advertising 
agents  and  experts  and  others  connected  with  this  branch 
of  industry,  whose  first  meeting  took  the  form  of  a 
luncheon  in  the  Victoria  Hall  of  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Tues- 
day, February  25,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt,  chairman  of  A.  & 
F.  Pears,  Ltd.,  presiding.  Mr.  Barratt  had  a  busy  half- 
hour  before  the  luncheon  was  announced  in  shaking  hands 


with  the  200  gentlemen  who  attended.  Among  them  were 
Sir  Joseph  Beecham,  Mr.  Sigismund  Kutnow,  and  Mr.  W. 
Shadforth,  Ph.C.  After  the  luncheon  Mr.  Barratt 
addressed  the  gathering  in  a  pithy  and  reminiscent  speech. 
He  6aid  that  the  meeting  was  essentially  a  gathering  of 
business  men  for  business  purposes,  and  that  it  marked  a 
new  epoch  in  the  business  of  advertising,  for  they  were 
there  to  establish  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  adver- 
tising advertising,  and,  he  added,  with  a  twinkle  in  his 
eye,"  "  to  solemnise  the  marriage  of  editors  and  adver- 
tisers." Mr.  Barratt  proceeded  to  explain  that  advertisers 
were  going  to  have  their  advertising  helped  by  the  editors 
j  of  certain  daily  newspapers  which  he  mentioned,  and 
!  especially  in  making  an  onslaught  on  substitution,  the 
proposition  being  embodied  in  the  following  motion  : 

That  this  meeting  endorses  the  opinion  that  the  time 
is  ripe  to  launch  a  national  campaign  for  advertising 
advertising,  and  that  this  campaign  should  be  directed 
against  the  evils  of  substitution. 

Mr,  Barratt  stated  that  200,000/.  worth  of  space  in  the 
newspapers  will  be  employed  for  the  purposes  referred  to. 
He  then  dealt  with  advertising  which  is  alleged  to  spoil 
our  landscapes,  and  quoted  a  passage  from  a  speech  which 
he  had  made  when,  twenty-three  years  ago,  he  was  enter- 
tained at  the  Hotel  Metropole  by  300  newspapers  and 
received  at  the  same  time  a  piece  of  plate.  The  remarks 
which  he  then  made  in  regard  to  advertising  are  still 
appropriate.  During  the  seven-and-forty  years  that 
Mr.  Barratt  has  been  associated  with  the  House  of  Pears 
his  whole  aim  in  advertising  has  been  to  elevate  its  tone 
:  in  every  direction,  and  that,  he  remarked,  should  be  one 
I  of  the  aims  of  the  new  Association.  Mr.  Le  Bas,  in 
seconding  the  motion,  which  was  adopted  unanimously, 
mentioned  that  the  late  Mr.  Scott,  of  Scott's  Emulsion, 
showed  a  friend  of  his  one  day  fifty-six  bottles  got  up  to 
imitate  Scott's  style,  and  Mr.  Barratt  interjected  that  if 
anyone  cared  to  call  on  him  in  Oxford  Street  he  would 
show  them  scores  of  imitations  of  Pears'  Soap.  Mr.  Le  Bas 
considered  that  Mr.  Barratt  had  done  more  to  elevate  art 
in  advertising  than  any  man  living. 

Railway  Charges  Increased. 

The  scale  of  charges  for  warehouse,  rent,  wharfage, 
demurrage,  and  labour,  applicable  to  merchandise  traffic, 
other  than  coal  and  coke,  as  settled  at  the  Normanton 
Conference,  will  come  into  effect  on  March  25.  A  com- 
parison of  the  new  scale  of  warehouse  rent  and  wharfage 
with  the  old  one  now  in  force  shows  that  the  charges  for 
traffic  not  requiring  covering  remain  the  same.  The  rail- 
way companies  find  that  the  services  rendered  by  them 
in  respect  of  the  wharfage  and  warehousing  of  goods  has 
very  greatly  increased,  but  those  who  take  delivery  of 
goods  on  arrival  will,  of  course,  not  be  affected  by  the 
'  alteration.  Where  a  trader  has  his  goods  warehoused 
!  ha  is  asked  to  pay  for  the  increased  labour  employed  for 
the  handling.  Classes  1  to  5  comprise  drugs  and  chemi- 
cals ;  the  charges  for  Class  1  are  increased  from  6d.  to  lid. 
per  ton,  and  the  charges  for  Classes  2  to  5  are  increased 
from  6d.  to  Is.  per  ton. 

"Wine  and  Spirit  Licences. 

At  Ashton  Police  Court  last  week,  Mr.  J.  F.  Miller, 
chemist  and  druggist,  was  granted  temporary  permission 
to  sell  wines  and  spirits  off  the  premises  at  160  Stamford 
•  Street  and  291  Stamford  Street. 

I     The  Huddersfield  Bench  have  granted  the  request  of 
Mr.  J.  R.  France,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  1  Greenhead 
Road,  to  transfer  his  medicated-wine  licence  to  his  new 
'  pharmacy  at  59  West  Parade,  Huddersfield. 

Applications  for  off  wine-licences  made  on  behalf  of  the 
following  have  been  refused  : 

Mr.  J.  T.  Appleton,  chemist  and  druggist,  3  Wadsley 
Lane,  Sheffield. 

Mr.  C.  Dean,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  28  Market  Street, 
Bury,  Lanes.  , 
Birmingham  Notes. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Southall  gave  a  lecture  on  "The  Art  of. 
Seeing  "  on  Thursday,  February  19,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Birmingham  Branch  of  the  Parents'  National  Educa- 
tional Union. 
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The  proposal  bo  restore  Coventry  to  a  city  with  a 
Ibishopric  is  being  pushed  forward,  and  amongst  its  pro- 
minent advocates  is  Colonel  Wyley,  the  Mayor. 

Several  well-known  pharmacists  have  dropped  out  of  the 
Insurance  dispensing  panel ;  they  have  not  considered  it 
worth  doing,  and  have  returned  their  "briefs." 

Mr.  Wilfred  Southall  gave  at  the  Friends'  Institute, 
Moseley  Road,  last  week,  an  excellent  representation  of 
Ihis  scenes  from  the  Holy  Land  to  an  audience  numbering 
about  2,000  persons. 

Mr.  Wm.  Izon  is  much  sought  after  by  the  Sunday  Lec- 
ture Society,  for  he  has  an  engagement  to  lecture  almost 
«every  Sunday  evening.  He  was  in  Bournville  last  Sunday 
with  Alderman  J.  S.  Pritchett  in  the  chair.  His  subject 
■was  the  "Lowlands  of  Scotland." 

Liverpool  Notes. 
Messrs.  Budden  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  closed  down  their 
premises  in  Byrom  Street. 

The  chemists'  whist-drive,  which  is  to  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  March  5,  promises  to  be  a  brilliant 
affair.  The  venue  this  year  has  been  changed  to  the 
^Gainsborough  Cafe,  Dale  Street.  Mr.  Hirst,  the  new 
Secretary  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  has  the 
matter  in  hand. 

Manchester  Notes. 

Consumers  of  gas  in  Manchester  are  to  receive  more 
favourable  terms  than  hitherto.  The  proposed  rates  will 
place  local  users  in  a  more  favourable  position  than  any 
other  gas  consumers  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Manchester  chemists  have  received  a  notice  from  the 
Insurance  Committee  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical 
Association  this  week  asking  for  particulars  of  the  extent 
ito  which  certain  classes  of  goods  are  being  prescribed  by 
doctors.  It  is  desired  to  see  whether  it  is  possible  to 
curtail  expenditure,  as  it  is  generally  felt  that  unless  some- 
thing is  done  the  drug  bills  will  be  much  greater  than 
*he  allotted  sum.    (See  also  National  Health  Insurance.) 

Mr.  Justice  Horridge  commented  severely  at  the  Man- 
chester Assizes  on  Feb.  19  on  the  practice  of  taking  into 
Court  matters  which  ought  to  be  adjudicated  upon  by 
experts.  During  the  hearing  of  a  case  between  Theodore 
Giorum,  a  travelling  Hungarian  tin  and  copper  smith, 
and  Messrs.  Hough,  Hoseason  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
chemists,  of  Salford,  a  question  arose  as  to  the  quality 
of  certain  material  and  work.  The  Judge  suggested  it 
would  be  a  difficult  matter  for  the  jury  to  follow.  He 
added,  "  This  is  a  matter  which  should  have  been  taken 
•to  an  official  referee."  Eventually  the  parties  arranged 
that  the  action  should  be  referred  to  a  trade  exoert. 

Contracts. 

Smethwick  Town  Council. — Day  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  for  a 
^supply  of  horse  medicines. 

Maidstone  Rural  District  Council. — Mr.  F.  J.  Oliver, 
•chemist,  Maidstone,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants. 

High  Wycombe  Town  Council. — Lansdale  &  Co.,  High 
Wycombe,  appointed  chemists  to  the  hospital  for  the 
<ensuing  year. 

Hammersmith  Borough  Council. — Adcocks,  for  annual 
-supplies  of  the  following  disinfectants  :  Carbolic  acid 
is.  b%d.  per  gal. ;  carbolic  powder,  5s.  2d.  per  gross  of 
1-lb.  packets;  sulphur  candles,  16*.  lid.  per  gross; 
permanganate  of  potash,  11.  19s.  lid.  per  cwt. 

Hull  Guardians. — The  Drug  Sub-Committee  has  re- 
solved to  recommend  the  Board  to  authorise  the  purchase 
as  from  March  31  next  of  all  drugs  required  for  the 
workhouse  hospital  from  Messrs.  Lofthouee  &  Saltmer, 
Ltd.  The  Clerk  has  been  requested  to  obtain  the  sanction 
■of  the  Local  Government  Board  thereto. 

Lewisham  Borough  Council. — For  annual  supplies  of 
disinfectants  :  Adcocks,  for  permanganate  of  potash,  at 
39s.  per  cwt.  ;  Sanitae  Company,  Ltd.,  for  drain-testers,  at 
45s.  per  gross,  and  flowers  of  sulphur,  at  7s.  per  cwt.  ; 
Pryke  &  Palmer,  for  smoke  rockets,  at  4s.  2d.  per  doz., 
and  izal,  at  3s.  6d.  per  gal.  ;  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Ltd.,  for  carbolic  acid,  at  Is.  bd.  per  gal.,  and  carbolic 
>powder  (15  per  cent.),  at  3s.  3d.  per  cwt.;  Savannah 
Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  soluble  sanitary  fluid  (15  per  cent.), 


at  l^d.  per  gal.  ;  United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  chloros,  at 
Is.  9rf.  per  gal.  ;  Formalin  Hygienic-  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  formalin 
(Schering's),  at  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  ;  Middleton  Bros.,  for 
glycerin,  at  lid.  per  lb.  ;  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Co., 
Ltd.,  for  cyllin,  at  3s.  6d.  per  gal. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  Folkestone  analyst  reports  that  both  the  drug- 
samples  (tartaric  acid  and  camphorated  oil)  examined  last 
quarter  were  genuine. 

At  Cambridge,  samples  of  Gregory's  powder  and 
camphorated  oil  -were  analysed  last  quarter.  One  of  the 
latter  was  66  per  cent,  deficient  in  camphor  and  was 
made  with  mineral  oil.  It  was  labelled  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  evade  responsibility  under  the  Act. 

The  Islington  analyst  (Dr.  F.  L.  Teed),  in  h:6  last 
quarterly  report,  states  that  five  samples  each  of  Blaud's 
pills,  cream  of  tartar,  and  sal  volatile  were  examined. 
One  sample  of  the  last-named  was  slightly  deficient  in 
ammonia  and  another  slightly  deficient  in  alcohol.  No 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  either  ease. 

The  Hull  analyst  (Mr.  A.  R.  Tankard)  certified  last 
month  three  informal  samples  each  of  ipecacuanha  wine, 
ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine,  and  zin?  ointment,  as 
genuine.  Of  four  pepper  samples,  two  contained  gypsum 
and  one  rice-flour.  One  of  these  taken  formally  contained 
11.4  per  cent,  of  gvpsum  and  some  rice-flour.  The 
vendor  was  fined  11.,  including  costs. 

From  Various  Courts. 

At  Birmingham  Sessions  on  February  24  Thos. 
Harford,  labourer,  was  sentenced  to  four  months' 
imprisonment  for  smashing  a  window  (value  151.)  at  the 
shop  of  Boots.  Ltd.,  New  Street,  on  January  29. 

At  Southampton  last  week,  Geo.  Langford,  an  errand- 
boy,  employed  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Wride,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Lime  Street,  Southampton,  was  placed  under  proba- 
tion for  stealing  a  bottle  of  lime-juice,  value  10^d.,  from 
his  employer. 

At  Batley  Court  last  week  a  summons  against  Albert 
Archer,  herbalist,  of  Station  Road,  Batley,  for  keeping 
open  his  shop  on  Sunday,  February  9,  in  contravention 
of  the  Sunday  Observance  Act,  1677,  by  selling  "  black 
beer,"  cigarettes,  and  sweets,  w'as  dismissed  because  the 
proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  3  instead  of  Sec 
tion  1  of  the  Act. 

In  connection  with  the  charge  at  Bolton  on  February  24 
against  Kathleen  Campbell  of  throwing  vitriol  over  Law- 
rence Monks,  Councillor  Percy  Knott,  chemist,  Blackburn 
Road,  Bolton,  said  he  sold  accused  twopennyworth  of 
the  acid  on  the  previous  Saturday  for  cleaning  a  hat. 
She  was  quite  rational.  He  cautioned  her  against  allow- 
ing it  to  come  in  contact  with  her  skin.  Prisoner  was 
committed  for  trial. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  newj  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Edinburgh. 

The  drugs  most  frequently  prescribed  for  insured 
persons  in  this  city  are,  in  the  order  of  their  popularity,  as 
follows  :  Sodii  bicarb.,  sodii  salicyl.,  liq.  amnion,  acet., 
and  infusions  like  gentian,  quassia,  and  senega. 

In  spite  of  all  the  forebodings  anticipating  a  reduced 
turnover  in  chemists'  own  proprietaries  and  packed  goods, 
it  cannot  be  said  that  a  f  alling-off  in  this  respect  is  notice- 
able ;  and  several  pharmacists  are  displaying  bigger 
window-shows  of  spring  specialities  at  present  than  was 
formerly  the  case. 

Doctors  with  a  lengthy  list  of  insured  individuals  (some 
are  credited  with  well  over  2,000)  must  under  present  con- 
ditions lose  a  bit  over  their  regular  paying  patients.  The 
other  night  a  lady  called  at  a  local  chemist's  and  asked 
for  a  repetition  of  a  former  prescription.    "  I  have  waited 

nearly  an  hour  to  see  Dr.   ,"  6he  said,  "  and  I  came 

away  at  last,  because  there  seemed  to  be  quite  a  crowd  of 
people  still  who  had  been  there  before  me." 
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IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Brevities. 

Sir  Wm.  Whitla,  M.D.,  has  been  re-elected  to  represent 
the  Queen's  University  of  Belfast  on  the  General  Medical 
Council. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Mann,  Ph.C,  Lurgan,  has  been  appointed  on 
a  committee  of  the  Urban  Council  to  arrange  for  the 
holding  of  a  health  week  in  the  town. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Hudson,  registered  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  hitherto  carried  on  at  Beers  Bridge  Road,  Belfast, 
by  Mr.  W.  Carson.  Mr.  Hudson  has  been  with  Mr.  W. 
Hanna,  Ph.C,  Bangor,  co.  Down. 

An  inquest  -was  opened  at  Rathmines  Town  Hall  on  Feb- 
ruary 25  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Edward  O'Brien,  a  chemist 
and  a  commercial  traveller.  He  was  found  dead  at  hie 
residence,  and  as  one  of  the  medical  witnesses  suggested 
that  pruseic  acid  was  present  in  the  stomach  the  inquest 
was  adjourned  for  an  analysis  to  be  made. 

The  question  of  the  remuneration  to  be  paid  to  Sir 
Charles  Cameron,  analyst,  was  discussed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  South  Tipperary  County  Council.  It  was  de- 
cided to  write  him  asking  what  salary  he  would .  be 
prepared  to  act  for,  and  if  the  reply  is  unsatisfactory, 
it  was  decided  to  advertise  the  appointment. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Cork  Industrial  Development 
Association,  a  correspondent  stated  that  he  contemplated 
manufacturing  sheep-dip,  and  asked  for  particulars  re- 
specting the  market  for  this  commodity  in  Ireland. 
The  Secretary  had  replied  informing  the  applicant  that 
over  500  tons  of  -various  grades  of  sheep-wash  are  imported 
into  Ireland,  the  estimated  value  of  which  is  52,860Z. 
The  imports  under  this  head  showed  an  increase  both  in 
quantity  and  value  for  the  past  six  years. 

The  medicine  contractors  have  written  to  the  Dundalk 
Board  of  Guardians,  intimating  that  they  will  be  obliged  to 
claim  payment  for  empties  not  returned.  Dr.  Lavery 
suggested  that  in  future  the  bottles  be  labelled  with  date 
of  delivery  by  the  contractors  in  order  to  facilitate  their 
return.  It  was  decided  that  the  empties  from  different 
dispensaries  be  returned  at  once.  Regarding  a  letter  as 
to  empties  claimed  or  not  returned  by  the  contractors  to 
the  Castleblayney  Board  of  Guardians,  the  medical  officer 
reported  to  the  last  meeting  that  the  empties  had  been 
returned  some  time  ago.  The  clerk  said  apparently  the 
contractors  had  made  a  mistake  about  the  empties. 

Insurance  Medical  Benefit. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  February  20  of  the  Committee 
formed  by  the  Retail  Drug  Association  for  making  arrange- 
ments to  give  evidence  before  the  National  Insurance 
Comnr'ssion  in  Dublin.  A  deputation  was  arranged  to 
meet  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  on  February  28,  so  as 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  the 
matter.  The  inquiry  which  is  to  be  held  on  March  5 
and  6  is  limited  to  discovering  whether  any  general  desire 
exists  for  medical  benefit.  The  pharmaceutical  evidence 
which  will  be  brief,  will  be  given  at  greater  length  later 
orr  if  necessary. 

Sanatorium  Benefit. 

The  Belfast  Insurance  Committee  has  intimated  its  terms 
and  conditions  for  dispensing  by  chemists  in  connection 
with  their  temporary  arrangements  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act.  The  Committee  are- prepared  to  pay  for 
dispensing  prescriptions  and  the  supply  of  drugs  fortuber- 
culous  patients  as  follows  : 

All  spirits  and  tinctures  to  be  charged  4<Z.  per  oz., 
2  drachms  and  under  one  penny. 

Cod-liver  oil  to  be  charged  one  shilling  per  pint. 

All  other  drugs  40  per  cent,  addition  of  profit  to  a  standard 
wholesale  current  list  price  (say,  Evans  Sons  Loscher  & 
Webb). 

A  charge  to  be  made  for  each  ingredient  used.  Each 
price  to  be  calculated  nearest- halfpenny  up  or  down. 

Water-charge,  one  halfpenny;  medicated  waters,  one 
penny  per  8-oz.  bottle. 

Additional  for  dispensing  : 

For  mixtures,  lotions,  and  gargles,  up  to  8  oz.,  twopence. 
For  pills  and  capsules  (if  made)  up  to  one  doz.,  three- 
pence.   After  one  dozen,  one  penny  per  dozen  extra. 


Powders,  mixed  and  weighed  up  to  and  including  ona- 
doz.,  threepence.  Beyond  one  doz.,  one  penny  per  dozett. 
extra. 

All  compound  pills  and  powders,  no  dispensing-fee  payable 

No  drugs  to  be  dispensed  save  B.P.  preparations. 

Emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil,  malt  extract  and  cod-liver  oil,  or 
inhalers  must  be  charged  to  the  patient. 

Bottles  to  be  provided  or  paid  for  by  the  insured  person. 

The  committee  will  be  responsible  only  for  the  prescrip- 
tions marked  "Belfast  Insurance  Committee"  signed  by 
the  doctor.  Accounts  monthly.  Cost  to  be  collected  on, 
each  prescription,  and  the  prescriptions  returned  to  the  com- 
mittee attached  to  the  account. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


M.  Hugo  de  Vries,  the  eminent  Dutch  botanist,  has  been., 
elected  a  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Paris  Academy  of 
Sciences. 

The  Maladies  of  Mankind. — Dr.  Jacques  Bertillonf. 
chief  of  the  Statistical  Department  of  the  Paris  Muni- 
cipality, has  published  an  interesting  statement  of  the- 
maladies  to  which  people  succumb.  He  draws  attention, 
to  the  fact  that  very  few  persons  die  of  old  age.  According 
to  his  figures  most  deaths  are  due  to  maladies,  which  fact 
should  encourage  better  relatione  between  the  human  race 
and  their  doctors  and  pharmacists.  Diabetes  is  found  to- 
be  most  prevalent  in  the  liberal  professions,  and  pharmacists- 
are  said  to  suffer  a  good  deal  from  this  malady,  ae  well 
as  doctors.  M,  Bertillon's  figures  also  appear  to  show  that 
pharmacists  figure  high  in  total  of  suicides. 

M.  Haller,  Professor  of  Organic  Chemistry  at  the  Sor- 
bonne,  is  one  of  the  modern  representatives  of  the  long, 
line  of  illustrious  chemists  who  have  commenced  their 
scientific  career  by  connection  with  pharmacy.  The  fete 
recently  offered  to  him  by  his  friends,  colleagues,  and 
pupils  was  a  "double  event,"  celebrating  ae  it  did  the 
fortieth  year  of  his  professional  duties  and  his  nomination, 
as  Commander  in  the  Legion  of  Honour.  It  was  held  in. 
the  chemistry  amphitheatre  of  the  Paris  Faculty  of 
Sciences.  Among  the  speakers  were  M.  Guntz  (Nancy 
Chemical  Institute),  M.  Armand  Gantier  (Academy,  of 
Sciences),  and  M.  Henriot  (Municipal  School  of  Physics 
and  Chemistry). 

Historical  Pharmacy. — The  idea  of  the  foundation  of  a. 
"  Society  of  Historical  Pharmacy  "  is  due  to  M.  Charles 
Buchet,  of  the  Pharmacie  Centrale,  its  object  being  the- 
"study  of  all  that  is  interesting  in  the  past  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical profession,  and  the  preservation  of  relics  referring 
thereto."  The  first  meeting  was  recently  held  in  the  Salle 
des  Actes  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy.  M.  Buchet 
explained  his  project,  and  M.  Guignard  (ex-Director  of 
the  School)  dwelt  on  its  real  interest.  Rules  were  adopted, 
and  office-holders  elected  as  follows  :  President,  M. 
Gautier  (Director  of  the  School) ;  Vice-Presidents,  M. 
Buchet  and  M.  Camille  Bloch;  Perpetual  Secretary,  Dr. 
Dorveaux,  Librarian  of  the  School;  General  Secretary,. 
M.  Guitard ;  and  Treasurer,  M.  Toraude. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. — At  the  February,  meeting, 
of  this  Society  Professor  Moureu  (President)  congratu- 
lated M.  Leger  on  his  election  as  member  of  the  Academy 
of  Medicine,  and  Professor  Grimbert  on  his  promotion  in, 
the  Order  of  the  Legion  of  Honour..  The  correspondence- 
included  an  invitation  to  the  July  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference.  Profeesor  Bourauelot  presented  M.  Vallee'a 
note  on  the  importance  of  getting  a  fair-eized  sample  for 
official  preparations  of  opium  for  morphine  estimation. 
M.  St.  Sernin  submitted  a  biographical  notice  on, 
Gesnouin  (1750-1814),  head  naval  pharmacist,  who  sat  in 
the  Council  of  the  Five  Hundred  and  the  Corps  Legislatif 
in  his  later  years.  Various  results  of  collaboration  between, 
MM.  Herissey  and  Bridel  with  himself  on  glucoeides 
were  reported  by.  M.  Bourquelot.  Two  other  notes  (by 
M.  Bridel)  referred  to  the  extraction  of  gentiopicrin  from, 
the  leavee  of  Gentiana  lutea  and  Asclepiadea,  and  a  new 
glucoside  (gentiaculin)  extracted  from  Gentiana  acaulis. 

The  Transport  of  Radium. — A  curious  case  has  just 
been  tried  before  one  of  the  Paris  Courte,  dated  fronta 
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December  18,  1911,  when-  M.  Fleirret  Senejean,  an  office 
porter  employed  by  the  Banque  de  Radium  at  the  salary  of 
7Z.  per  month,  was  handed  a  tube  containing  a  decigram 
of  radium  (value  about  1,2000,  ar>d  instructed  to  take  it 
■to  an  engraver  and  to  have  a  number  marked  thereon. 
The  tube  being  only  about  the  size  of  a  wax  match,  he 
put  it  in  his  purse,  which  he  placed  in  the  inside  pocket  of 
his  waistcoat.  After  attending  a  funeral,  he  went  to  the 
•engraver's  by  tube  railway,  and  when  he  arrived  there 
found  the  purse  missing  and  a  hole  in  his  pocket.  The 
bank  discharged  the  porter  and  claimed  l,2O0Z.  damages. 
The  porter  replied  that  one  of  the  regulations  of  the  bank 
was  that  the  tube  should  be  put  into  a  special  box  and  the 
•box  in  a  leather  case,  so  that  the  whole  might  form  a 
jacket  of  a  certain  size,  and  consequently  less  liable  to 
•be  dropped  or  lost  without  being  noticed.  This  view  was 
upheld  by  the  Court,  which  found  that  the  bank  had  shown 
negligence  in  not  taking  proper  precautions  for  the  trans- 
port of  the  radium,  and  decided  in  favour  of  the  porter. 

Turin  Exhibition  Report.— M.  Gaston  Pointet,  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Pointet  &  Girard,  chemical  manufac- 
iacturers,  Paris,  was  appointed  by  the  French  Government 
to  report  on  the  chemical  exhibits  in  Group  xviiin, 
Classes  112  and  113,  of  the  Turin  Exhibition  of  1911. 
M.  Pointet  has  now  issued  his  report  which  makes  a 
volume  of  over  300  pages  divided  into  four  parts — 
(1)  general  information  regarding  the  organisation  of  the 
sectien  ; » (2)  condition  of  chemical-  industry  in  the  various 
countries  represented;  (3)  progress  of  the  industry;  and 
(4)  details  of  the  exhibits.  This  entails  many  references 
^o  the  British  section.  M.  Pointet  pays  a  very  high  com- 
pliment to  the  excellent  appearance,  the  good  taste  dis- 
,'played,  and  the  choice  of  exhibits  in  the  British  section, 
-whilst  he  is  equally  complimentary  in  regard  to  the  real 
progress  made  in  "the  chemical  industry  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  table  dealing  with  the  value  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  chemical  products  shows  that  the  total 
value  has  doubled  within  the  ten  years  following  1900. 
The  report  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  literature 
regarding  the  progress  of  the  world's  chemical  industry. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Curriculum. — M.  Viviani's  re- 
port has  naturally  created  interest  in  various  provincial 
•centres  of  pharmaceutical  education.  At  Montpellier,  the 
:seat  of  one  of  the  two  provincial  Schools  of  Pharmacy,  a 
•meeting  of  protest  was  organised  and  largely  attended. 
Some  sixty  pharmacists  were  present,  as  well  as  MM. 
Barthe  and  Pelisse,  two  ex-pharmacists,  who  now  repre- 
sent this  (Herault)  Department  in  the  Chamber  of  De- 
puties, Delhon  (Senator),  Negre  (Senator),  the  Mayor  of 
Montpellier,-  etc.,  and  messages  of  sympathy  were  received 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Associations  of  various  adjacent 
■regions.  M.  Collard,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  explained 
'the  situation.  The  committee  for  the  reform  of  the 
pharmaceutical  curriculum  had,  he  explained,  passed  a 
■resolution  recommending  that  the  Schools  of  Pharmacy  of 
Nancy  and  Montpellier  should  be  attached  to  the  local 
Faculties  of  Medicine,  thus  adding  two  more  mixed  facul- 
ties to  the  five  already  existing  (Algiers,  Bordeaux,  Lille, 
Lyons,  and  Toulouse).  The  question  of  professorship 
-seemed  uncertain.  If  (as  the  committee  recommended) 
■the  pharmaceutical  professors  mu6t  be  qualified  pharma- 
cists, then  the  new  mixed  faculty  of  Montpellier  would 
•have  more  professors  than  the  existing  two  establishments 
(Faculty  and  School)  combined.  If  the  professors  of  the 
■new  faculty  were  to  be  doctors  their  objection  was  obvious. 
Professors  Massol  (Director  of  the  School),  Jadin,'.  and 
'Gaucher  also-spoke,  as  well  a6  the  Senators  and  Deputies 
■present,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  protesting  against  the 
new  scheme. 

Inter-Pharmacy  League.— The  match  in  this  competition 
'between- the  Westminster  College  of  Pharmacy  F.C.  and 
the  London  College  of  Pharmacy  F.C,  played  at  Boston 
Farm,  London,  on  February  15,  "resulted  in  a  win  for  the 
London  team  by  11  goals  to  nil. 

C.  <k  D.  Shops  Act  Notice.— An  inspector  of  shops  under 
•one  of  the  County  Councils,  writing  in  regard  to  the  notice- 
card  which  we  publish  for  exhibition  by  chemists  during 
closing  hours  on  the  half-holiday,  says:  "The  notice  seems 
"to  be  as  little  objectionable  to  the  shopkeeper  as  it  can  be 
made."    We  supply  a  pair  of  the  notices  for  8rZ.,  post  free. 


OUR  GERMAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D. ") 


Patent  Medicines.  —  Since  the  withdrawal  by  the 
Government  of  its  own  Bill  intended  to  regulate  on  a 
uniform  basis  throughout  the  German  Empire  the  legisla- 
tion on  quackery  and  the  sale  of  patent  medicines,  the  sub- 
ject has  been  frequently  ventilated  in  the  Press,  and  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  sale  of  secret  reme- 
dies has  been  repeatedly  demanded.  From  a  recent  state- 
ment made  in  the  Reichstag  by  the  Director  of  the  Imperial 
Board  of  Health,  tho  Government  does  not  contemplati-. 
introducing  a  Bill;  on  the  other' hand,  it  is  apparently  the 
intention  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  revise  the  decree  of 
tho  Federal  Council  of  1907  regarding  tho  sale  and  adver- 
tisement of  certain  patent  medicines,  and  numerous  addi- 
tions to  the  list  are  to  be  made. 

A  Compensation  Claim  of  a  pharmaceutical  appren- 
tice, after  being  tried  in  two  courts  of  law,  has  now  been 
ordered  to  be  retried  by  the  highest  court  of  appeal,  the 
Imperial  Court  in  Leipsic.  During  the  second  year  of  his 
apprenticeship  the  claimant,  while  engaged  in  sealing 
ampoules  in  a  pharmacy  in  Wiesbaden,  suffered  a  serious 
injury  to  one  of  his  eyes  by  the  bursting  of  an  ampoule. 
He  claimed  for  250/.  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  treatment, 
150/.  for  tho  pain  endured,  and  in  addition  demanded  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  2,500/.  in  compensation  for  his  dis- 
figurement, as  well  as  an  annual  pension  of  200/.  The  two 
lower  courts  set  aside  his  claims  on  the  grounds  that  tho 
master  was  not  to  blame  for  the  accident,  as  he  had  taken 
all  necessary  precautions :  further,  the  sealing  of  ampoules 
belonged  to  the  duties  which  an  apprentice  had  to  learn, 
and  he  had  indeed  often  done  this  work,  with  which  he  was 
therefore  well  acquainted.  For  these  reasons  it  could  only 
be  assumed  that  the  accident  was  due  to  negligence  on  the 
part  of  tho  apprentice.  The  Imperial  Court,  however,  was 
of  opinion  that  the  owner  of  the  pharmacy  had  failed  in 
his  duties,  and  has  now  ordered  the  case  to  be  retried  in 
the  lower  court. 

OUR  AMERICAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D.") 


A. Ph.  A.— Mr.  George  M.  Beringer,  New  Jersey,  has  been 
elected  President  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion for  1913-14.  This  is  a  result  of  a  post-ballot  of  tho 
members. 

Pareel-post.  —  According  to  the  "  Pharmaceutical 
Era,"  6,000,000  packages  were  sent  by  parcel-post  in  the 
United  States  during  the  first  week  after  its  inauguration. 
An  amendment  of  the  rules  is  desired  by  the  Drug-trade 
Section  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Trade,  so  that  16  oz.  of 
liquid  can  be  sent  by  parcel-post ;  at  present  12  oz.  is  the 
maximum  quantity  allowed.  The  parcel-carrying  com- 
panies in  the  meantime  are  meeting  by  a  reduced  tariff  the 
competition  set  up  by  the  parcel-post. 

The  New  Broom — Dr.  Carl  L.  Alsbcrg,  the  new  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, gave  his  first  public  address  since  his  appointment 
before  a  meeting  in  New  York  of  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers  of  Medicinal  Products.  Mr.  F.  B.  Ryan, 
of  Detroit,  is  President  of  the  Association.  Dr.  Alsberg 
announced  that  in  future  increased  attention  will  be  paid  to 
the  purity  of  drugs  and  medicines,  as  he  thinks  less  has 
been  accomplished  in  that  field  than  in  the  case  of  foods. 

The  Sale  of  Narcotics.— Several  Bills  have  , been  intro- 
duced into  Congress  with  a  view  of  regulating  the  traffic  in 
opium,  cocaine,  and  other  narcotics  in  pursuance  of  the 
agreement  arrived  at  by  tho  International  Congress  for  tho 
suppression  of  the  opium  traffic.  These  Bills  have  been 
modified  owing  to  opposition  by  the  drug-trade,  and  a  new 
one  has  now  been  introduced,  which  is  known  as  tho  Har- 
rison Bill.  This  defines  the  various  classes  of.  traders  in 
drugs,  and  subjects  them  to  a  tax,  that  of  the  retailer  being 
one  dollar  a  year.  The  definition  of  the  retailer  seems  to 
include  medical  men,  although  they  are  not  specifically  men- 
tioned. The  dispensing  by  pharmacists  of  prescriptions  of 
duly  qualified  dentists  and  veterinarians  is  exempted  from 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  as  is  also  the  sale  of  preparations 
containing  a  certain  minimum  quantity  of  narcotic  drugs. 
The  Bill  in  its  present  form  is  less  objectionable  than  those 
it  has  replaced ;  but  it  is  thought  that  opposition  may 
develop  among  the  medical  profession.  Physicians  here,  as 
elsewhere,  do  not  mind  what  prohibitions  and  taxes  aro 
imposed  upon  druggists,  but  view  the  matter  in  a  different 
light  when  it  is  themselves  that  are  to  be  taxed. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Sbops  Act.— A  railway  bookstall  is  not  .a  shop  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Shops  Act,  so  the  magistrates  at  Stansted 
Essex  Petty  Sessions  decided  on  February  22.  The  defen- 
dants were  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  &  Son,  and  they  were 
summoned  for  employing  Mr.  Percy  Postle,  manager  of 
Stansted  railway  bookstall,  after  1.30  p.m.  on  each  week- 
day during  the  week  ending  January  18.  The  prosecution 
averred  that  inasmuch  as  watches,  fountain  pens,  bags, 
purses,  and  stationery  were  sold  from  the  bookstall  it  was 
a  shop  within  the  meaning  ,  of  the  Act.  Notice  of  appeal 
against  the  magistrates'  decision  to  the  contrary  was  given. 

Teeth-extraction  Cases.— In  the  Civil  Court  at  the 
Kent  Assizes  on  February  21,  a  verdict  for  150?.  damages 
was  awarded  to  Chief  Petty  Officer  W.  T.  Port,  R.N.,  in 
an  action  brought  by  him  against  William  L.  Towers, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Chatham,  for  personal  injuries  caused 
through  the  negligence  of  defendant's  servant  in  extracting 
a  tooth,  which  fed  to  necrosis  of  the  jaw. — In  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  London,  on  February  26,  Lords  Justices  Vaughan 
Williams,  Farwell,  and  Kennedy  allowed  an  appeal  by  the 
defendant  in  the  action  of  Geary  y.  Marston  for  a  new 
trial.  The  case  was  heard  before  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge 
and  a  common  jury  at  Leicester  Assizes,  the  plaintiff  was  Miss 
Ethel  May  Geary,  and  the  defendant  Mr.  Robert  Marston, 
dentist,  Narborough  Road,  Leicester.  The  plaintiff  was 
awarded  801.  damages  by  the  jury  for  want  of  care  in 
extracting  eight  teeth  or  stumps,  whereby  a  septic  throat 
resulted,  it  was  alleged.  It  was  after  a  long  argument  by 
counsel  on  both  sides  that  the  Court  allowed  the  appeal  and 
ordered  a  new  trial. 

Tooth-powder  Tins.— In  the  City  of  London  Court'  on 
February  20,  before  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  Messrs. 
E.  Bliss  &  Co.,  Powell  Street,  Southwark,  sued  Young's 
Patent  Hygienic  Bin  Co.,  Clarence  House,  4  Arthur  Street 
West,  E.G.,  for  11.  10s.  for  a  machine  and  die  supplied  for 
turning  out  tin  tops  for  tooth-powder  tins,  which  was  ex- 
hibited at  the  Chemists'  Exhibition  last  year.  Defendants 
said  that  the  machine  would  not  work,  and  in  their  view  it 
was  so  dangerous  that  they  would  not  let  any  of  their  staff 
go  near  it.  The  machine  would  not  do  the  work  required. — 
Plaintiffs  denied  that,  and  said  that  the  tins  supplied  by 
the  defendants  were  not  of  uniform  thickness,  and  that 
accounted  for  them  being  unsatisfactory.  Defendants  said 
they  returned  the  machine  at  the  end  of  the  Exhibition. 
The  lids  of  the  tins  remained  in  the  die  when  they  were 
out.  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  said  that  the  defendants 
had  satisfied^  him  that  the  die  did  not  work  well.  It  might 
be  the  machine  did  not  work  well  either.  He  was  satisfied 
that  an  arrangement  was  made  so  that  it  should  be  taken 
back  and  not  paid  for.  Judgment  for  the  defendants,  with 
costs. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Unless  when  otherwise  stated  these  cases  have  been  heard  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  Loudon. 

The  Soap  Patent  Action. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  this  week,  Mr.  Justice 
Neville  has  continued  the  hearing  of  the  action  brought 
by  Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  soap  manufacturers, 
Warrington,  against  the  Techno-Chemical  Laboratories, 
Ltd..  and  Nils  Testrup,  of  London.  It  has  been  stated 
by  Sir  Alfred  Cripps,  K.C.  (for  the  plaintiffs),  that  the 
real  plaintiffs  in  the  action  are  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
and  the  real  defendants  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd.  The  plaintiffs 
sought  arc  injunction  to  restrain  an  alleged  infringement 
of  their  letters  patent  No.  1515,  dated  January  21,  1903, 
granted  to  Dr.  Wilhelm  Normann,  of  Herford,  West- 
phalia, for  a  process  for  solidifying  whale  and  other  oils 
for  the  purpose  of  soap  making.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
patented  process  of  the  plaintiffs'  is  of  considerable  com- 
mercial value,  and  that  it  has  revolutionised  the  soap 
trade.  The  defendants  denied  the  alleged  infringement, 
and  challenged  the  validity  of  the  patent  on  the  grounds 
of  prior  publication  and  common  knowledge  and  that  no 
useful  results  could  be  obtained  by  following  the  par- 
ticulars given  in  the  plaintiffs'  specification. 

While  Dr.  Adolf  Liebmann,  F.C.S.,  was  giving  evidence 
on  February  25  as  to  successful  results  which  he  had 
obtained  from  experiments  made  on  the  directions 
contained  in  plaintiffs'  specification,  his  Lordship  remarked 
that    it    was    not    the    slightest    use    calling  twenty 


eminent  experts  on  one  side  to  say  that  they; 
got  certain  results  and  twenty  equally  eminent  ex- 
perts on  the  other  side  to  say  that  they  obtained  none. 
He  thought  this  should  be  made  a  separate  issue,  and  re- 
ferred to  an  impartial  and  unprejudiced  person  to  report 
to  him  whether  the  instructions  in  the  specification  were 
such  that  an  ordinary  competent  practising  chemist  could 
get  the  alleged  results.  If  he  could  not,  it  was  obvious; 
that  the  patent  was  invalid  on  the  ground  of  insufficiency. 

Sir  Alfred  Cripps  said  he  would  like  to  hear' the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  defendants'  experiments  were- 
carried  out.  Further,  there  was  a  very  important  point 
as  to  the  state  of  public  knowledge  in  1903,  the  date  off 
the  patent. 

His  Lordship  :  Mr.  Astbury  hints  at  some  profound" 
secret  process. 

Mr.  Astbury,  K.C.  (for  the  defendants),  said  his  case- 
was  that  the  alleged  results  could  only  be  obtained  by* 
a  secret  process  known  only  to  the  plaintiffs,  and  not  dis- 
closed in  their  specification.  He  opposed  the  point  being, 
referred.  It  had  been  recently  decided  by  the  House  of 
Lords  that  a  Judge  had  no  power  to  refer  any  question,-, 
for  a  report  to  be  made  to  him  without  the  consent  of 
the  parties.  All  the  Court  could  do  without  consent  was- 
te refer  an  issue  in  the  case  to  an  official  or  special  referee,.' 
and  on  such  reference  the  parties  were  entitled  to  appeai- 
by  counsel  and  with  witnesses.  The  defendants  were  very 
anxious  to  have  the  decision  of  the  proper  judicial  tribunal-, 
based  on  legal  grounds. 

His  Lordship  said  that  being  so,  there  was  no  use  dis- 
cussing the  matter  further ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  if  any 
ordinary  competent  chemist  got  the  results  claimed,  it 
would  be  the  best  possible  proof  in  the  world  that  the- 
specification  was  sufficient.  No  decision  of  the  Court 
could  ever  equal  such  a  test. 

After  this  discussion,  the  case  was  proceeded  with. 

Dr.  Liebmann  was  cross-examined  at  considerable  length; 
by  Mr.  Astbury.  Witness  denied  that  the  reason  why 
the  plaintiffs'  process  would  act  with  some  chemical  bodiee- 
and  not  with  others  was  a  mere  chemical  trick. 

The  hearing  is  proceeding. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Act. 

Canine  Doctor. 
At  Lambeth  Police  Court,  London,  on  February  21,  Mr. 
Baggallay  gave  judgment  in  the  action  by  the  Royal' 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  against  Richard  Evans  for 
unlawfully  using  the  description  "canine  doctor"  (see- 
G.  <£.•  D.,  February  15,  index  folio  257).  Mr.  Baggallay 
now  found  the  offence  proved.  He  said  the  question  was 
whether  the  defendant  had  committed  an  offence  under 
section  17  of  the  Act.  In  his  opinion,  when  a  man  calls-- 
himself  a  "canine  doctor"  he  uses  a  description  .vhich- 
implies  that  he  is  a  practitioner  of  a  branch  of  veterinary 
surgery — he  being  prepared  to  cure  dogs.  That  is  a  branch.. 
of  veterinary  surgery,  and  when  the  defendant  said  that  h& 
was  a  canine  doctor  ho  was  committing  an  offence  against, 
the  Act.    A  fine  of  51.,  with  Zl.  3i.  costs,  was  imposed. 

Sale  of  Foort  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Gregory's  Powder. 

At  West  Hartlepool  Police  Court  on  February  21,  John.- 
Emerson,  chemist  and  druggist,  West  Hartlepool,  was-- 
summoned  under  section  6  of  the  1875  Act  for  selling 
Gregory's  powder  which  the  public  analyst  certified  to  be> 
made  with  carbonate  of  magnesia  instead  of  calcined  mag- 
nesia., Mr.  H.  Simpson  (Town  Clerk)  prosecuted,  and  Mr, 
A.  Geipel  defended. 

The  purchase  and  analysis  having  been  proved,  Dr. 
Gamlen,  medical  officer  of  health,  in  evidence,  stated  that 
calcined  magnesia  is  the  better  ingredient  and  costs  more- 
than  the  carbonate,  but  the  difference  is  not  more  than  Ad. 
per  lb.  It  was  quite  possible  that  the  preparation  Mr. 
Emerson  made  cost  him  2s.  4rZ.  per  lb.,  whereas  he  could' 
buy  it  ready  made  from  a  well-known  firm  of  druggists- 
for  Is.  9d.  He  admitted  that  nothing  to  the  detriment  of 
the  person  taking  the  powder  arises  from  the  presence  of 
the  carbonate. 

Mr.  Geipel,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  for  the  defence, 
said  his  client  had  been  in  business  forty  years  witH_ 
nothing  against  him. 
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The  Bench  retired,  and  on  returning  into  Court  the 
Chairman  (Dr.  Davis)  said  the  magistrates  did  not  think 
for  a  moment  that  Mr.  Emerson  intended  to  sell  the  com- 
pound to  the  detriment  of  the  purchaser.  At  the  same 
time,  an  offence  had  been  committed,  but  if  Mr.  Emerson 
would  pay  the  costs,  no  conviction  would  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Geipel  acquiesced  on  behalf  of  his  client,  and  the 
<case  was  dismissed  on  payment  of  costs. 

Apothecaries  Act. 

Offence  Admitted. 

At  Sheffield  County  Court,  before  Judge  Benson,  on 
February  21,  John  Hope  Allan,  11  Mowbray  Street,  Shef- 
field, was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  for  unlawfully  acting  as  an  apothecary. — Mr. 
J.  H.  Davidson,  for  the  Society,  said  the  defendant  had 
signed  an  undertaking  as  follows  : 

"  I,  John  Hope  Allan,  of  Bridgehouses,  Sheffield,  do 
"hereby  admit  that  although  I  hold  no  medical  or  surgical 
qualification  whatever  I  have  for  some  time  past  been  acting 
and  practising  as  an  apothecary  or  general  medical  practi- 
tioner at  the  above  address  and  I  hereby  undertake  that  I 
will  forthwith  cease  to  carry  on  such  business,  and  will 
close  the  surgery  or  dispensary  which  I  have  opened  at 
the  above  address,  and  I  further  undertake  that  I  will  not 
at  any  time  in  future  act  or  practise  as  an  apothecary  or 
medical  practitioner  unless  and  until  I  have  obtained  a 
qualification  entitling  me  to  practise." 

Mr.  Davidson  said  the  penalty  of  20L  would  not  be 
enforced,  as  since  the  summons  was  issued  the  defendant 
closed  his  dispensary. — His  Honour  gave  judgment  for  the 
■Society. 

Medicine  Stamp  Acts. 

Unlicensed  Premises. 
At  Portsmouth  on  February  20,  Henry  C.  Haggis, 
•chemist  and  druggist,  Southsea,  was  fined  11.,  including 
•costs,  for  selling  dutiable  medicine  without  a  licence.  Mr. 
C.  Simpson,  of  the  Solicitor's  Department,  Customs 
House,  London,  stated  that  the  defendant  had  been 
•warned  on  two  previous  occasions,  and  had  made  the 
excuse  that  he  was  "  in  low  water."  An  Excise  officer 
bought  from  him  a  box  of  pills  on  November  1  (two 
anonths  after  the  licence  had  expired),  and  defendant 
took  out  a  licence  on  November  4.  Defendant  said  he  had 
"been  simply  hanging  on  in  order  to  sell  the  remnant  of 
his  business. 

At  Cardiff  on  February  21,  Ernest  George  Watts, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Pearl  Street,  Splott,  Cardiff,  was 
fined  40s.  and  costs  for  retailing  dutiable  medicines 
without  a  licence. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORT. 


Re  Frank  Collins  T.an?ley,  127  Praed  Street,  Padding- 
ion,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — An  application  for  an  order  of 
discharge  was  made  on  February  21  by  this  bankrupt  to 
Mr.  Registrar  Brougham  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court 
Mr.  W.  P.  Bowyer,  Official  Receiver,  reported  that  the 
applicant  filed  his  own  petition  in  September  1908,  with 
provable  debts  562?.  12s.  lid.  ;  the  assets  had  realised 
204?.  6s.  Id.,  and  a  dividend  of  3s.  7d.  in  the  pound  had 
been  declared.  The  failure  was  attributed  to  cost  of  removal 
from  London  Street  to  Praed  Street  in  1906,  a  liability 
of  163'.  for  dilapidations,  and  to  decline  of  trade  Of  the 
liabilities,  366?.  represented  money  lent,  the  remainder  being 
•general  business  debts.  The  offences  alleged  were  (1)  in- 
sufficiency of  assets  to  equal  10s.  in  the  pound  on  the 
amount  of  the  unsecured  liabilities,  and  (2)  omission  to  keep 
proper  books  of  account.  His  Honour  uphe'd  the  report, 
and  imposed  a  further  suspension  of  two  years,  remarking- 
'that  had  the  bankrupt  applied  earlier  he  would  have  been 
•■a  free  man  some  time  ago.    Order  entered  accordingly. 


A  Re\dy-rectconer  for  Insurance  prescription  pricing  is 
-the  C.  &  D.  card,  price  6d.,  by  post  7d.,  from  42  Cannon 
Street.  London.  E  C. 

"  Punch  "  has  quoted  a  number  of  definitions  from  a 
""General  Knowledge  "  paper  set  at  a  Derbyshire  school, 
•one  of  them  being:  "  Liebi<?  :  A  German  love-song."  Then 
our  contemporary  adds,  "  Carillon  mio,"  as  we  say  at 
Covcnt  Garden,  "trill  me  a  Licbig." 


DEED  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Gaddes,  William,  High  Cross  Street,  Brampton, 
Chemist  and  Grocer. — Trustee :  R.  C.  Lee,  Brampton. 
Dated,  February  14;  filed,  February  18.  Liabilities  unse- 
cured, 133?.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  75?.  The  creditors  in- 
clude:  D.  Bell  &  Sons,  Brampton  (5?.);  T.  Ridley,  Carlisle 
(4?.);  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool  v8?.); 
Wilkinson  &  Simpson,  Ltd.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (3?.). 


GAZETTE. 

Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Elder,  G.,  and  Tweedie,  A.  R.,  Nottingham,  consulting  and 
general  medical  practitioners,  under  the  style  of  Elder 
&  Tweedie. 

Ferber,  R.,  and  Eck,  E.,  Southwark  Bridge  Road,  medi- 
cinal capsule  manufacturers,  under  the  style  of  Robert 
Ferber  &  Co. 

Harris,  E.  F.  G.,  and  Pinkstone,  G.  W.  M.,  Church  Street, 
Temple,  Bristol,  veterinary-medicine  manufacturers, 
under  the  style  of  the  London  and  Bristol  Veterinary 
Medicine  Co. 

Morrow,  L.,  and  Cohen,  S.,  Wardour  Street,  Soho,  London, 
under  the  style  of  the  American  Artificial  Teeth  Co. 

Sidley,  G.,  and  Calverley,  W.,  Monks  Hill,  Eccles,  Liver- 
pool Road,  Patricroft,  and  Peel  House,  New  Lane, 
Patricroft,  general  medical  practitioners,  under  the  style 
of  Drs.  Sidley  &  Calverley. 

Watson,  H.  M.,  and  McDonagh,  J.  S.,  Leytonstone  Road, 
Stratford,  and  Romford  Road,  Forest  Gate,  physicians 
and  surgeons,  under  the  stylo  of  Drs.  Watson  & 
McDonagh. 

Wawn,  E.  R.,  and  Way,  W.,  Bramley,  Leeds,  general  medical 
practitioners,  under  the  style  of  Wawn  &  Way. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Mitchell,  W.  S.,  King  Street,  Egremont,  and  The  Nook, 
Sea  View  Road,  Liscard,  chemist. 

Adjudication. 

Mitchell,  W.  S.,  King  Street,  Egremont,  and  The  Nook, 
Sea  View  Road,  Liscard,  chemist. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

R.  H.  Taylor,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  200?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  druggist  carried  on 
at  133  Kirkdale  Road,  Liverpool,  as  "  Taylor  &  Co."  The 
first  directors  are  T.  H.  Taylor  and  J.  W.  Huke. 

Gwilym  Evans,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  drug-stores  carried 
on  by  Gwilym  Evans  at  158  City  Road,  Cardiff.  Tho 
subscribers  and  first  directors  are  G.  Evans  and  Mrs.  M. 
Evans.    R.O.,  as  above. 

Haywards  (Chemists),  Ltd.  (P.C  ). — Capital  800?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  opticians,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are  H.  G. 
Havward,  drug-store  proprietor,  who  is  the  first  director. 
R.O.,  132  Church  Road,  Redfiold,  Bristol. 

Clegg's  Drug-stores,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500?.,  in  1?. 
shares  (200  preference).  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business 
of  a  drugstores  carried  on  by  G.  H.  Wild  at  269  Drake 
Street,  Rochdale,  as  "  Clegg's  Cash  Druar-stores."  The. 
subscribers  and  first  directors  are  G.  H.  Wild  and  tho  Rev. 
J.  B.  Turner. 

Boydells,  Ltd.  (P  C). — Capital  500?..  in  1?.  shares.  Ob- 
jects: To  take  over  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist 
carried  on  by  E.  Bovdell  at  155  Walton  Road.  Liverpool, 
as  the  "Northern  Cash  Drug-stores."  The  subscribers  and 
first  directors  .are  E  Bovdell,  Mrs.  M.  Boydell,  and  J.  W. 
Atkins,  chemist  and  druggist. 

J.  E.  Butler  (Chemists),  Ltd.  (P  C.).— Capital  200?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  wholesale  or 
retail  chemists,  druggists,  opticians,  wine  and  spirit  mer- 
"^ants,  etc.  The  subscribers  and  first  directors  are  J.  E. 
Rutler,  drug-merchant,  and  W.  M.  Bramley,  chemist.  R.O., 
72  Ledsam  Street,  Birmingham. 
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Hodsolls,  Ltd.  (P.C.). — Capital  400?.,  in  11.  shares.  Ob- 
jects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists, 
and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  Thos.  Edwards  and  E. 
Broughton.  The  subscribers  and  first ..  directors  are  T. 
Edwards,  chemist  and  druggist,  and  E.  Broughton,  drug-store 
proprietor,  both  of  11  Sturt  Street,  Shepherdess  Walk,  N. 

E.  H.  Bakers  (Chemists),  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  200?.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
druggists,  opticians,  extractors  and  adaptors  of  teeth, 
patent-medicine  vendors,  etc.  The  subscribers  and  first  direc- 
tors are  E.  H.  Baker,  drug-merchant,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Baker, 
and  J.  C.  Johnson,  chemist.  R.O.,  30  Castle  Street,  Coseley, 
Staffs. 


Company  News. 

Hanley  Chemical  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd. — Report  of 
liquidator  (Mr.  F.  H.  Pope)  at  meeting  to  be  held  at  Bank 
Chambers,  High  Street,  Tunstall,  Staffs,  on  March  28,  at 
11  a.m. 

United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd. — The  directors  do  not  recommend 
a  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  1912,  but,  after  paying 
the  preference  dividend,  they  place  50,000?.  to  depreciation 
fund  and  carry  about  31,000?.  forward. 

Receivers  Appointed. — Castle  Drug,  Ltd. — Mr.  A.  P.  Tay- 
lor, 14  New  Street,  Birmingham,  has  been  appointed  re- 
ceiver or  manager. — Berlins,  Ltd. — Mr.  J.  Williment,  Regent 
Street,  Great  Yarmouth,  has  been  appointed  receiver. 

A.  Millar  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting  was  held  in 
Dublin  on  February  20,  Mr.  Wm.  Millar  (Chairman  of  the 
directors)  presiding.  The  net  profit  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1912,  including  the  balance  of  2,203/.  15s.  5d. 
brought  forward  from  last  year,  amounted  to  8,992?.  5s.  8d. 
The  payment  of  a  final  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
preference  shares  was  authorised,  and  on  the  ordinary  shares 
a  dividend  of  6^  per  cent,  was  sanctioned.  The  retiring 
directors,  Mr.  R.  G.  Tomlinson  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Millar,  were 
re-elected. 

Boras  Consolidated,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  ended 
September  30  last  states  that  the  profits,  after  providing 
for  all  management  and  administration  expenses,  are 
293,609?.  The  sum  of  33,764?.  has  been  written  off  out  of 
revenue  in  respect  of  the  costs  of  the  conversion  of  the 
second  mortgage  debentures.  The  directors  propose  to  pay 
a  final  dividend  of  Is.  9d.  per  share  on  the  deferred  ordinary 
shares,  making  13J  per  cent,  for  the  year,  carrying  forward 
43,297?.  The  sales  for  the  current  year  to  the  present  date 
show  a  considerable  improvement  over  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  to  the  same  date. 

Southall  Bros.  &  Barlcay,  Ltd. — The  directors  have  issued 
their  report  for  1912,  showing  a  trading  profit  of  17,902?., 
which,  with  the  carry  forward  of  4,516?.,  gives  22,418?.,  and 
after  payment  of  interest  (38?.)  and  preference  dividend  for 
six  months  (2,750?.),  the  amount  available  for  distribution 
is  19,630?.  The  directors  propose  to  pay  the  second  half- 
year's  preference  dividend,  absorbing  2,750?.,  10  per  cent, 
(free  of  income-tax)  on  the  ordinary  shares,  which  will 
take  8,600?.,  to  carry  2,000?.  to  reserve,  and  the  balance  of 
6,280?.  to  the  next  account.  The  nominal  capital  of  the 
company  is  260.000?.,  and  of  this  196,000?.  has  been  sub- 
scribed, 86,000?.  being  in  ordinary  shares.  The  reserve  now 
amounts  to  20,173?.  The  assets  of  the  company  consist  of  : 
Freehold  and  leasehold  land,  buildings,  and  premises, 
63,892?.  ;  planti,  machinery,  tools,  and  fixtures,  46,208?.  ; 
stock  in  hand,  as  valued  by  directors,  29,821?. ;  sundry 
debtors,  47,476?.;  cash  and  bills  in  hand  and  at  bank, 
20,494?. ;  temporary  investments,  7,312?. ;  and  goodwill, 
patents,  etc.,  53,000?.  Sir  Thomas  Barclay  is  the  retiring 
director,  and  offers  himself  for  re-election. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  J.  A.  Brown,  chemist,  has  purchased  the  business 
of  Mr.  S.  J.  Weston,  Ph.C,  at  151  Westbourne  Terrace, 
Hyde  Park,  London,  W. 

Mr.  H.  Frank£in  Baird,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Higgins  at  2  Cam- 
bridge Gardens,  Hastings. 

Waller  &  Riley,  Ltd.,  chemists,  Bradshawgate, 
Bolton,  have  opened  new  branches  in  the  outlying  districts 
of  the  town  at  317  Bury  Road,  Tonge,  224  Deane  Road, 
and  63  Bury  New  Road. 


BIRTHS. 


Cresswell. — At  76  Drury  Road,  Harrow-on-the-Hill, 
on  February  19,  the  wife  of  Henry  Edwin  Cresswell,  of  a 
son. 

Keall.— At  68  West  Hill,  Wandsworth,  on  February  26r 
the  wife  of  John  Keall,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Little. — At  Salisbury,  Rhodesia,  on  January  22,  the- 
wife  of  T.  A.  Little  (of  Lennon,  Ltd.),  of  a  daughter. 

Smart. — At  Sidcup,  Kent,  on  January  25,  1913,  the- 
wife  of  H.  W.  Smart,  chemist,  Gwelo,  Rhodesia,  of  & 
daughter. 


MARRIAGE. 

Gregory — Batson. — At  Cleator,  on  February  24,  by  the- 
Rev.  T.  Barnes,  Nicholas  Gregory,  pharmacist,  to  Ellie 
Batson,  both  of  Cleator,  Cumberland. 


DEATHS. 


Collins.— Last  week,  Mr.  Richard  Arthur  Collins, 
chemist  and  druggist,  24  Manchester  Road,  Nelson,  aged) 
thirty-four.  Mr.  Collins  succeeded  to  the  business  'im 
Manchester  Road  of  his  father,  the  late  Mr.  Martin 
Collins,  with  whom  he  had  served  his  apprenticeship. 

Downing.— At  Braintree,  on  February  14,  Mr.  Samuel 
Downing,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  forty-six.  Mr. 
Downing,  who  had  been  in  indifferent  health  for  some 
time,  sustained  severe  burns  on  February  2  through  acci- 
dentally falling  into  the  fire. 

Dowty.— At  Pershore,  Worcs.,  on  February  25,  Mr. 
William  Dowty,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Per- 
shore. Mr.  Dowty  was  apparently  in  his  usual  health 
on  the  morning  of  his  death,  but  while  conversing  with  his 
son  he  fainted  away.  This  was  the  prelude  to  a  seizure, 
from  which  he  shortly  expired.  Mr.  Dowty,  who  was 
previously  at  Evesham,  had  been  in  business  in  Pershore 
for  about  twenty-severr  years.  He  is  survived  by  Mrs. 
Dowty,  one  daughter  and  six  sons. 

Dunn.— On  February  15,  Mrs.  Dunn,  wife  of  Mr.  G. 
Stewart  Dunn,  chemist  and  druggist,  100  High  Street, 
Deal. 

Fitzpatrick.— At  63  Mountshaimon  Road,  Kilmainham, 
on  February  23,  Mr.  Martin  Francis  Fitzpatrick,  Ph.C, 
aged  forty-five.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  was  dispenser  to  the- 
South  Dublin  Union. 

Fttrber. — At  Bath,  on  February  14,  Mr.  John  Furberr 
chemist  and  druggist,  8  Abbey  View,  Bath,  aged  forty- 
five.    Mr.  Furber  passed  the  Minor  in  1900. 

Hall.— At  Southport,  on  February  17,  Mr.  John  Hall, 
chemist  and  druggist,  24  Chambers  Road,  Southport, 
aged  seventy-two. 

Hanner. — On  February  19,  Mr.  Walter  Jones  Hanner, 
chemist  and  druggist,  15  Market  Place,  Southwold, 
Suffolk,  aged  eighty-two.  Mr.  Hanner  was  a  prescribing 
chemist  of  the  old  school,  whose  personality  made  him 
popular  in  the  district  he  had  served  for  fifty-six  years. 

McGregor. — At  14  Barns  Terrace,  Ayr,  on  Monday, 
February  24,  Mr.  Adam  McGregor,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  seventy-two.  Mr.  McGregor  was  one  of  the  best 
known  retail  chemists  in  the  West  of  Scotland.  He  was 
in  business  before  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868,  and  his 
pharmacy  was  an  excellent  training-ground  for  appren- 
tices. 

Preston. — At  Keimaneigh,  Herbert  Park,  Donnybrook, 
on  February  23,  Mr.  William  Preston.  Mr.  Preston  was 
the  late  owner  of  the  business  of  Messrs.  Bowers  &  Co., 
chemists,  Great  Brunswick  Street,  Dublin. 

Thackeray. — At  Ivanhoe,  Lower  Beechwood  Avemie, 
Ranelagh,  on  February  20,  Rose  M.,  wife  of  Henry  C. 
Thackeray,  Ph.C,  late  of  South  Great  Georges  Street,, 
Dublin. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 

Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Cnemlsts'  Interests. 


Mile  Limit  in  Rural  Areas. 

In  a  circular  (10/I.C.)  issued  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
ttnissioners  on  February  18  the  following  paragraphs  occur 
.regarding  the  supply  of  medicines,  etc.,  by  doctors  on  the 
panel  : 

27.  Numerous  inquiries  have  been  received  as  to  the  effect 
of  paragraph  30  of  the  Regulations;  and  the  following  state- 
ment is  intended  to  assist  committees  in  dealing  with  various 
matters  arising  in  connection  therewith. 

The  paragraph  in  question  sets  out  the  circumstances  in 
which  a  doctor  on  the  panel  is  entitled  to  enter  into  arrange- 
ments with  the  Committee  to  supply  medicines  himself  to 
insured  persons.  The  expression  "rural  area"  has  no 
-technical  construction,  such  as  the  expression  "  rural  dis- 
trict " ;  and  accordingly  the  question  as  to  whether  any 
given  locality  is  "  rural "  is  one  of  fact  for  the  decision 
of  the  Committee,  as  well  as  the  question  whether  insured 
.persons  will  have  difficulty  in  obtaining  medicines  from 
the  nearest  chemist  on  the  list  by  reason  of  distance  or  in- 
adequacy of  means  of  communication. 

28.  The  arrangements  for  the  payment  of  doctors  for  the 
supply  of  medicines,  etc.,  under  Regulation  30  will  vary 
■according  to  the  method  of  their  remuneration  for  medical 
■attendance. 

(a)  Where  a  capitation  system  is  in  force  it  is  open  to 
rthe  Committee  to  arrange  for  payment  in  respect  of  riedi- 
•cines  in  accordance  with  Regulation  37.  This  Regulation 
provides  for  the  doctor  receiving  in  respect  of  the  supply  by 
him  of  drugs  a  capitation  rate  per  annum  of  Is.  bd.  plus 
the  average  amount  per  head  transferred  from  the  Drug 
^Suspense  Fund  to  the  Drug  Fund;  but  it  will  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  average  sum  per  head  of  the  unexpected 
balance  of  the  Drug  Suspense  Fund  passes  to  him  in  respect 
of  medical  attendance.  Thus,  in  effect,  it  will  be  credited 
with  7s.  plus  Is.  bd.,  plus  the  whole  of  the  bd.  credited  to 
the  Drug  Suspense  Fund,  the  total  credit  amounting  to  9s. 
per  annum  in  respect  of  each  person  on  his  list  to  whom 
he  is  entitled  to  supply  medicines,  etc. 

(b)  In  areas  in  which  an  attendance  system  is  in  force, 
the  necessity  of  requiring  a  detailed  account  in  respect  of 
the  supply  of  medicines  and  appliances  may  be  avoided  if 
an  arrangement  can  be  made  whereby  the  doctors  will 
supply  medicines,  etc.,  as  an  additional  service  at  a  flat 
rate  for  each  prescription  to  be  entered  and  accounted  for 
in  the  same  manner  as  services  in  connection  with  medical 
attendance.  The  actual  amount  of  the  rate  to  be  paid 
•should,  however,  be  arrived  at  in  consultation  with  the 
•chemists,  who  have,  of  course,  a  considerable  interest  in 
the  amount  determined  upon. 

29.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  where  payment  to  doctors 
ltor  the  entire  supply  of  medicines,  etc.,  to  certain  insured 
persons  has  been  arranged  under  the  provisions  of  Regula- 
tion 30  (1),  no  separate  or  additional  payments  will  fall  to 
be  made  to  them  for  the  supplv  of  medicines  or  appliances 
in  the  circumstances  contemp^ted  in  Regulation  30  (2), 
inasmuch  as  the  payments  under  Regulation  30  (1)  will  cover 
the  entire  resnonsibilitv  for  the  suooly  of  any  drugs  or 
prescribed  appliances  which  the  condition  of  the  patient  may 
•require. 

The  italics  in  27  are  ours.  Chemiets  in  areas  affected 
should  combine  together  in  approaching  their  Insurance 
Committees  on  the  point,  especially,  when  the  distances 
between  insured  persons  and  the  chemist's  shop  ;.r.d  the 
doctors  are  practically  the  same.  It  may  be  that  the 
Committee/!  will  renly  that  Regulation  30  ties  them  down 
*to  the  mile  limit  if  the  doctors  insist  on  petting  dispensing, 
but  it  will  be  an  advantage  to  have  refusals  recorded  with 
a  view  to  amendment  of  the  regulation. 

Pharmaceutical  Stanrtinq  Committees. 
Great  Britain. 

A  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on 
Insurance  was  held  at  17  Bloomshnry  Square,  on  Febru- 
ary 26,  at  11  A.M.  The  Chairman  (Mr  P.  F.  Row=ell)  pre- 
sided, and  there  were  also  rjresent  Messrs  C.  B.  Allen, 
D.  Arnott.  E.  Car-neuter,  R.  Feaver  Clarice,  C.  T.  OieVburn. 
J.  H.  Cuff,  J.  R.  Francis,  F.  J.  Gibson,  J.  P.  Gilmour, 
T.  (Jut'ir'e,  A.  Haoron.  G  A.  Harmer,  .T  F.  Harrine-ton. 
J.  R.  Hill.  H.  Kemp,  G.  V.  C.  Last,  R.  W.  Lindsev,  A.  L. 
M:lP".  F  T  N^fV,p,„oat.  J.  C!  P«n+ney,  T  W.  TnwnW. 
W.  R  Trick.  E.  S  Waring,  E.  White, '  and  the  Secretary 
1Mr  W.  J.  TJtIow  WoolcocM. 

State  of  the  Funds. — After  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  had  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  Secretary  pre- 


sented the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  that  on  December  31 
last  the  Committee  had  a  balance  in  hand  of  10/.  16s.  2d. 
The  Chairman  moved  that  the  balance-sheet  be  received  and 
adopted.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Arnott  and  agreed  by 
the  Committee.  A  discussion  took  place  on  the  provision  of 
further  funds  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Committee,  and,  in 
view  of  the  critical  position  and  the  necessity  for'  even 
increased  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  it  was  re- 
solved that  an  appeal  be  issued  through  the  pharmaceutical 
Press  and  to  each  local  Association,  with  a  suggestion  that 
the  sum  of  not  less  than  2s.  bd.  per  shop  should  be  con- 
tributed to  the  funds  of  the  Standing  Committee.  It  was 
also  agreed  that  any  persons  requiring  additional  copies  of 
the  tariff  should  be  supplied  at  6d.  per  copy.  The  question 
of  the  adjustment  of  the  financial  relations  of  the  various 
National  Committees  and  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  was 
referred  to  a  sub-committee,  consisting  of  the  Chairman 
(Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell),  the  Secretary  of  the  Scottish  Com- 
mittee (Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill),  the  Secretary  of  the  Welsh 
Committee  (Mr.  James  B.  Francis),  and  the  Secretary  of 
tho  English  Committee  (Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock). 

Prescbiption  Pricing. — The  action  of  the  special  emer- 
gency sub-committee  in  arranging  for  the  pricing  of  prescrip- 
tions was  ratified,  and  after  careful  consideration  it  was 
agreed  that  on  and  after  Monday,  March  3,  the  charge  for 
pricing  should  be  raised  to  Is.  bd.  per  100,  and  that  the 
Standing  Committee  would  pay  the  cost  of  the  return  of 
the  prescriptions  to  their  owners,  instead  of  postage  being 
extra  as  heretofore.  The  Committee  had  a  suggestion  before 
them  that  the  checking  of  prescriptions  on  behalf  of  Insur- 
ance Committees  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Standing  Committee 
would  undertake  to  check  the  prescriptions  for  any  Insur- 
ance Committee  at  the  rate  of  51.  per  10,000,  the  Insurance 
Committee  to  pay  carriage  both  ways. 

Triplicate  Prescriptions. — The  Committee  next  considered 
the  proposed  abandonment  of  the  triplicate  prescription- 
book,  and  the  Chairman  detailed  the  steps  which  he  had 
immediately  taken  when  it  was  known  that  this  suggestion 
had  been  put  forward.  It  was  agreed  that  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  should  be  offered  to  the  proposal,  as 
the  enormous  labour  it  involved  if  this  simple  device  were 
discarded  would  throw  an  almost  unbearable  burden  on 
pharmacists. 

The  Committee  adjourned  for  luncheon  at  1.30.  The 
sitting  was  resumed  at  2.45,  and  during  the  afternoon  the 
Deputy-Chairman  of  the  English  National  Health  Insurance 
Commissioners  (Dr.  Smith  Whitaker),  with  Mr.  Schuster, 
Dr.  McCleary,  and  Mr.  Vivian,  conferred  with  the  members 
of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  question  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  triplicate  prescription-book  and  other  questions 
affecting  pharmacists. 

Tariff  Interpretation. — An  interval  of  half  an  hour  for 
tea  was  taken  at  5.30,  and  when  the  sitting  of  the  Committee 
was  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  uniform  interpretation 
of  the  various  points  in  the  tariff  of  drugs,  medicines  and 
appliances,  and  dispensing  charges  was  undertaken.  It  was 
felt  that  it  was  eminently  desirable  that  uniformity  should 
be  secured  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and  it  was  there- 
fore agreed  that  the  following  interpretation  should  be  that 
recognised  by  the  Standing  Committee : 

Dispensing  Charges  on  Medicines. 

In  dispensing  medicines  for  insured  persons,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  a  dispensing-fee  may 
be  charged,  as  a  rule,  in  the  case  of  most  preparations 
ordered  for  internal  or  external  use.  There  is,  however,  an 
exception  to  this  rule  where  certain  solid  preparations  in- 
cluded in  the  approved  List  of  Drugs  and  Appliances  are 
ordered  uncompounded — i.e.,  without  admixture  with  any 
other  drug  or  preparation.  The  following  are  the  prepara- 
tions included  in  that  list  on  which  no  dispensing-fee  is  to 
be  charged  where  they  are  ordered  uncompounded  : 

Capsules.  Powders  (bulk). 

Ointments.  Suppositories. 

Pills.  Tablets. 

Plasters. 

This  exception  to  the  rule  does  not  apply  in  the  case  of 
eaps'iKs.  ointments,  pills,  plasters;  powders,  suppositories, 
and  tablets,  which  are  not  included  in  the  approved  List 
of  Drugs  and  Appliances.  Where  such  preparations  are 
ordered  uncompounded,  a  dispensing-fee  is  to  be  charged  as 
in  other  cases. 

The  tariff  charges  at  which  all  drugs  and  prena rations 
included  in  the  approved  List  of  Drugs  and  Appliances 
(hereafter  referred  to  as  the  List)  are  to  be  priced,  apart 
from  the  d'spensing-fees,  are  specified  in  the  List  as  printed. 
Drugs  and  preparations  not  included  in  the  List  are  also  to 
be  priced  in  accordant  w'th  the  tariff  charges,  as  explained 
on  the  first  page  of  tho  List. 
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A  Dispensing-fee  is  to  be  Charged  in  the  Case  of — 

All  Liquid  Preparations  for  internal  or  external  use  as  medicine, 
whether  or  not  they  are  included  in  the  list. 

Any  Solid  Preparation  for  .internal  or  external  use  as  a  medicine, 
if  not  included  in  the  list,  and  such  solid  preparations  as  are  in- 
cluded in  the  list  where  ordered  to  be  compounded  or  mixed;  also 
simple  and  compound  powders  included  in  the  list,  where  one  or 
more  doses  are  ordered  to  be  weighed  separately. 

Blisters  when  spread  on  adhesive  plaster.  Charge  for  materials 
in  accordance  with  tariff,  and  add  a  dispensing-fee  of  4ei.  each 
blister.    An  average  price  of  Qld.  each  is  reasonable. 

Bougies. — Charge  for  materials  in  accordance  with  tariff  and 
add  a  dispensing-fee  of  <\d.  when  the  number  does  not  exceed  six, 
or  bd.  for  larger  numbers  up  to  one  dozen. 

Cachets. — Charge  for  contents  in  accordance  with  tariff  and  add  a 
dispensing-fee  of  Id.  par  dozen,  in  addition  to  the  dispensing-fee 
for  the  powder. 

Capsules  not  included  in  the  list.  Add  one-third  to  charge  in 
price-list  of  a  typical  wholesale  firm,  plus  a  dispensing-fee  of  3d. 
when  the  number  does  not  exceed  twelve,  with  a  further  charge  of 
Id.  for  each  dozen  or  fraction  of  a  dozen  extra. 

Emulsions. — Charge  for  ingredients  of  mixture  in  accordance 
with  tariff,  and  add  a  special  dispensing-fee  of  2d.  over  and 
above  that  charged  for  the  mixture,  making  the  total  dispensing- 
fee  4(Z.  when  the  quantity  does  not  exceed  8  oz.,  or  bd.  if  more 
than  8  oz. 

Gargles. — Charge  for  ingredients  in  accordance  with  tariff,  and 
add  a  dispensing -fee  of  2d.  when  the  quantity  does  not  exceed 
8  oz.,  or  id.  if  more  than  8  oz. 

Liniments. — Charge  for  ingredients  in  accordance  with  tariff, 
and  add  a  dispeneing-fee  of  2d.  when  the  quantity  does  not 
■exceed  8  oz.,  or  id.  if  more  than  8  oz.,  except  in  the  case  of  lin. 
tereb.,  which  is  an  emulsion,  and  bears  an  additional  emulsion  fee 
of  2d. 

Lotions. — Charge  for  ingredients  in  accordance  with  tariff,  and 
add  a  d  spensing-fee  of  2d.  when  the  quantity  does  not  exceed 
8  oz.,  or  id.  if  more  than  8  oz. 

Lozenges. — Add  one-third  to  charge  in  price-list  o?  a  typical 
wholesale  house,  plus  a  dispensing-fee  of  id.  when  the  number 
does  not  exceed  twelve,  with  a  f  u  :  ther  charge  of  Id.  for  each 
dozen  or  fraction  of  a  dozen  extra  As  the  weight  of  a  lozenge 
ds  usually  15  gra  ns,  reckon  thirty-two  to  the  ounce  of  480  grains. 

Mixtures.— Charge  for  ingredients  in  accordance  with  the  tariff, 
and  add  a  dispensing-fee  of  2d.  when  the  quantity  dees  not 
exceed  8  oz.,  or  id.  if  more  than  8  oz.  If  the  mixture  be  an 
emuls'on,  add  an  extra  dispensing-fee  of  2d. 

Ointments  not  included  in  the  list.    Charge  for  ingredients  in 
accordance  with  tar  ff,  and  add  a  dispensing-fee  of  id.  when  the 
quantity  does  not  exceed  1  oz.  or  480  grains,  or  4d.  for  1  to  4  oz., 
or  bd.  for  4  to  8  oz. 
Ounce. — The  tariff  ounce  is  437.5  grains. 

Paints. — Charge  for  ingredients  in  accordance  with  tariff,  and 
add  a  dispensing-fee  of  2d.  when  the  quantity  does  not  exceed 
8  oz.,  or  id.  ;f  more  than  8  oz. 

Pessaries.— Charge  for  ingredients  in  'accordance  with  tariff,  and 
add  a  dispensing-fee  of  4d.  when  the  number  does  not  exceed  six, 
or  bd.  for  larger  numbers  up  to  one  dozen. 

P'lls  not  ipcluded  in  the  1st  and  prepared  extemporaneously. 
Charge  .  for  ingredients  in  accordance  with  tariff,  and  add  a 
dispensing-fee  of  id.  when  the  number  does  not  exceed  twelve 
V1™  a  further  charge  of  Id.  for  each  dozen  or  fraction  of  a  dozen 
extra.  P  lis  not  included  in  the  list  and  not  prepared  extem- 
poraneously. Add  one-third  to  net  charge  in  price-list  of  a  typical 
wholesale  house,  plus  a  dispeneing-fee  of  id  when  the  number' 
does  not  exceed  twelve,  with  a  further  charge  of  Id.  for  each 
dozen  or  fraction  of  a  dozen  extra. 

Plasters  not  included  in  the  list  and  prepared  extemporaneous]-?, 
marge  for  plaster  or  materials  in  accordance  with  tariff,  and 
add  a  dispensing-fee  of  bd.  Plasters  not  included  in  the  list  and 
not  prepared  extemporaneously.  Add  one-third  to  net  charge  in 
price-list  of  a  tynieal  wholesale  house,  plus  a  d^ensino'-fee  of  bd 

Pointers,  included  in  the  list  or  not,  when  ordered  to  be  mixed 
or  when  one  or  more  doses  are  to  be  weighed  separately.  Charge 
fonoPw,T--r  lD  9*&ordance  with  tariff'  and  add  a  dispensing-fee  as 

For  mixing  powders  ordered  in  bulk,  when  the  quantity  does 
not  exceed  4  oz..  odd  id.:  for  more  than  4  cz.  add  4d 
■n,w1  ""ei°h'n,g  .simple  or  compound  powders  in  separate  doses, 
where   one  to  six  are  ordered,   add  2d.,  and  add  id.  for  seven 

of  IZollnZ'^J  f£rt1*er /bB?e  °f  W-  for  &aoh  or  tractton 

or  a  ct-ozen  extra  when  ordered  in  cachets 

pa»eTor'r£e  tV«  lC-,~^Ce  in  a<™^«>  with  the  rules  on 
ance  with  plu*  the  ^pwprtat*  dis-pensing-fee  in  accord- 

ance with  the  scale  on .page  15;  but  when  the  article  =s  on  the 
and  when  ft'  J'-T  *h<>  P-A.T.A.  price,  plus  the  dispensing-fee, 
^i«^rJX"™£  V  comm°^  sold  to  the  order  of  a 

™to  the  d  :;enZ"feeh."ge  ^  ^  priCe  in  tbp 

Snwnositnries  not  included  in  the  list.  Charge  for  in°redients 
5*-'^Z2"W5  W,th  J""*  a<W  a  *is'Oensin^  feV  of  4T  when 

twelve    ber  dWS  "0t  exce6d  six'  or  l^Ser  numbers  up  to 

JSfeJM  nf°»  «wnfl,ed  A  th,e  list-  A<W  one-th-rd  to  charge  in 
price-list  of  a  tvpical  wholesale  house  plus  a  dispensinir-fee  of  id 

I??3  ti  ***  »o*  twelve,  with  T  'tf,^ 


of  W.  for  each  dozen  or  fraction  of  a  dozen  extra. 


further  charge 

.iKSE  ^l^T^t  uComm,itt^  next  considered  the 

£  ?  Ch   ■  01,I1  be  made  in  thfi  tariff  to  b«  sub- 

mitted to  the  various  local  Insurance  Committees  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  agreement  in  April  next.  Various 


suggestions  were  brought  forward,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
these  be  remitted  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  carry  into 
effect,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to 
receive  suggestions  from  the  various  local  Associations  and! 
to  incorporate  these  suggestions  where  possible  in  the  final 
revision  of  the  tariff. 

The  One-mile  Limit. — The  question  of  the  fixing  of  the- 
one-mile  limit  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  dis- 
cussed, and  correspondence  on  this  point  was  dealt  with. 
The  hardships  which  this  regulation  entail  on  pharmacists 
in  country  districts  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  it  was  agreed  that  the  persistent  efforts  which 
the  Committee  had  made  to  first  of  all  prevent  the  making 
of  the  regulation  were  amply  justified,  and  the  efforts  to 
secure  its  repeal  should  be  in  no  way  relaxed,  but  rather 
should  be  redoubled. 

Otheb  Business. — A  letter  of  apology  for  absence  was  read 
from  Mr.  J.  W.  Sutherland,  who  was  unable  to  be  present^ 
and  also  from  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  who  was  unable  to  attend, 
and  who  desired  to  place  his  resignation  in  the  hands  of  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee.  It  was  resolved  that  the  Secre- 
tary be  instructed  to  write  Mr.  Tocher,  accepting  on  behalfi 
of  the  Committee  with  regret  his  resignation,  and  thanking 
him  for  his  able  services  in  the  past.  It  was  also  agreed 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  (Scotland)  be 
asked  to  nominate  a  representative  to  fill  the  vacancy  created 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Tocher.  The  Committee  had 
before  it  suggestions  for  a  simplified  form  of  prescription- 
register  and  prescription-book  sent  by  Mr.  Charles  Philip, 
of  tierne  Bay,  and  a  series  of  slide-rules  prepared  by 
Messrs.  Aston  &  Mander,  Ltd.,  of  London,  for  calculating 
the  tariff  prices. 

Scotland. 

A  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
(Scotland)  was  held  at  36  York  Place.  Edinburgn,  on  Friday, 
February  21,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  in  the  chair.  A  letter  was 
read  from  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  resigning  his  membership  of 
the  Committee  on  grounds  of  health,  and  it  was  agreed  to 
record  in  the  minutes  the  sense  of  the  Committee's  appre- 
ciation of  the  excellent  work  Mr.  Henry  had  done,  and 
the  hope  that  he  might  soon  be  restored  to  health. 

Quality  of  Drugs. — It  was  reported  that  many  chemists- 
on  the  panel  had  complained  of  statements  made  by  medicaL 
practitioners  as  to  the  quality  of  drugs  supplied  by  them 
to  insured  persons.  Many  similar  complaints  had  been 
made  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners  (Scotland),  and  in> 
consequence  they  had  publicly  stated  that  there  is  no  founda- 
tion for  the  allegation.  In  view  of  this,  it  was  agreed  that 
no  further  action  should  be  taken. 

Accounts. — It  was  reported  that  the  fixing  of  the  per- 
centage of  quarterly  accounts  to  be  held  over  for  adjust- 
ment at  the  end  of  twelve  months  would  be  a  matter  for 
arrangement  between  each  Insurance  Committee  and  the- 
loca.1  Pharmaceutical  Committee.  It  was  indicated,  how- 
ever, that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  balance  to' 
stand  over  should  not  exceed  10  per  cent.,  and  this  has  been 
1  agreed  to  by  several  Insurance  Committees.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  the  regulations  give  the  local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  the  right  to  examine  accounts  and  to  reduce  or 
disallow  charges  regarded  as  excessive,  but  this  does  not 
impose  a  duty  upon  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

Rates  and  Fees.— Following  upon  suggestions  from  locaS 
associations,  divisional  secretaries,  and  individual  phar- 
macists, the  Chairman  made  a  statement,  and  submitted  a 
copy  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation's extended  tariff  for  pricing  purposes.  Suggestions 
indicated  the  substitution  of  a  penny  for  a  halfpenny  as- 
the  minimum  price  per  ingredient.  Considerable  evidence 
went  to  show  that  in  practice  the  flat  rate  for  waters,  in- 
fusions, tinctures,  etc.,  works  out  very  unfairly,  the  variation 
being  due  to  the  character  of  the  prescribing  by  medical! 
practitioners  in  different  districts.  The  opinion  was  practi- 
cally unanimous  that  these  flat  rates  should  be  abandoned 
and  the  principle  of  the  drug-tariff  method  cf  pricing 
applied  consistently  in  all  instances.  The  questions  of  dis- 
pensing-fees and  extra  fees  for  night  calls  and  urgent  pre- 
scriptions were  considered.  '  "vas  reported  that  the  feeling 
was  unanimous  against  stock  mixtures,  and  the  practice  of 
code  prescriptions,  or  the  sending  by  a  practitioner  of  pre- 
scriptions to  a  particular  chemist,  was  strongly  condemned. 
The  Commissioners  have  intimated  that  repeat  prescriptions- 
miffht  be  dispensed.  The  Committee  considered  suggestions 
as  to  a  scheme  for  periodical  election  of  the  Scottish  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  the  principle  of  making  it  representative 
of  pharmaceutical  panels  throughout  Scotland.  A  draft 
scheme  was  considered  and  remitted  to  a  sub-committee  for 
adjustment. 

Chemists  on  Insurance  Committees. — It  was  reported  that 
a  renewed  representation  had  been  made  to  the  Scottish 
Commissioners  to  have  carried  out  universally  the  proposal 
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already  accepted  by  the  Commissioners,  that  chemists  should 
be  directly  represented  on  the  Insurance  Committees. 

Mile  Limit. — A  large  mass  of  information  was  submitted 
dealing  with  the  strong  objection  of  Scottish  chemists  to 
the  .mile-limit  regulation  in  reference  to  dispensing  beyond 
the  mile  limit.  It  was  reported  that  the  Commissioners 
are  now  considering  the  matter. 

The  Highlands  and  Islands  Medical  Service  Committee's 
report  was  referred  to.  Communications  from  Highland 
counties  showed  that  the  supply  of  medicines  can  be  pro- 
vided more  economically  and  more  efficiently  through 
chemists  than  by  any  other  method  suggested.  The  ques- 
tions of  postages,  payment  for  containers,  prescribing  of 
proprietary  articles  and  appliances  not  on  the  tariff  list  were 
also  considered. 

Supplies  of  Dressings  and  Appliances  for  doctors  under 
Regulation  30  (2)  were  considered.  It  was  proposed  that 
medical  practitioners  should  order  these  on  a  green  form, 
which  they  would  hand  to  the  pharmacist,  who  would 
deliver  the  articles  ordered  arid  charge  the  cost  in .  his 
account  to  the  Insurance  Committee.  The  matter  had  been 
referred  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners  (Scotland),  who 
had  replied  that  they  would  be  disposed  to  consider  favour- 
ably such  a  proposal  if  put  forward  by  any  Insurance  Com- 
mittee as  part  of  an  arrangement  .made  by  them  under  the 
regulation.  Before  adoption  the  proposal  would  require  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Commissioners,  the  Committee  indicat- 
ing (1)  what  articles  are  to  be  supplied,  and  (2)  what  is  to 
be  the  maximum  quantity  or  number  of  each,  the  intention 
being  that  only  supplies  for  a  short  period  should  be  fur- 
nished on  one  order,  and  that  it  should  not  cover,  for 
instance,  a  medical  practitioner  laying  in  a  supply  for 
twelve  months. 

The  Conference  between  (medical  practitioners,  pharma- 
cists, and  the  Scottish  Insurance  Commissioners  (C.  &  D., 
February  22,  index  folio  296)  was  referred  to. 
_  Farming  Out. — It  was  also  reported  that  the  Commis- 
sioners would  not  sanction  in  any  district  the  farming-out 
of  dispensing  by  a  doctor  on  the  panel  to  any  chemist. 
Where  the  medicine  is  supplied  by  the  chemist  the  agree- 
ment must  be  between  the  chemist  and  the  Insurance 
Committee.  The  communications  from  different  parts  of 
the  country  indicate  strong  opposition  on  the  part  of 
chemists  to  the  idea  of  farming  out  or  of  any  per  capita 
arrangement. 

After  a  protracted  meeting,  various  matters  were  remitted 
to  a  sub-committee  consisting  of  the  Chairman  and  Messrs. 
Cockburn,  Guthrie,  McNab,  and  Muir. 

Dispensing  Arrangements. 

Being  reports  of  meetings  and  notes  on  other  matters  from 
various  local  centres. 
Ashton-under-lyne.  According  to  a  statement  made 
last  week  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Miller,  chemist,  of  Stamford  Street, 
Ashton,  some  confusion  still  appears  to  exist  in  the  district 
upon  the  question  of  what  the  chemist  may  properly  supply 
to  insured  persons.  Mr.  Miller  has  received  a  letter  from 
the  local  Insurance  Committee  stating  that  elastic  hosiery 
and  other  appliances  must  not  be  supplied,  and  yet  he 
states  that  he  has  seen  another  letter  from  the  Committee 
stating  that  these  things  may  be  supplied.  The  question 
is  to  receive  the  consideration  of  the  next  meeting  of  local 
chemists. 

Blackburn. —The  "  Rept.  Mist."  question  is  causing  some 
trouble.  It  is  reported  that  the  matter  has  been  discussed 
by  the  committees  of  medical  men  and  pharmacists,  but  the 
former  decline  always  to  write  the  formula  in  full. 

Bradford.-At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bradford  Phar- 
macists' Association,  reported  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  the 
present  position  of  affairs  in  regard  to  Insurance  dispensing 
was  fully  discussed.  Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley  reported  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  local  Insurance  Committee, 
stating  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  complete  arrangements 
for  administration  for  the  period  commencing  April  15.  An 
interview  has  been  arranged  for  the  purpose.  As  a  result 
of  examination  of  the  "  Bradford  Formulary,"  which  had 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Woolcock  to  be  priced,  it  has  been  found 
that  some  of  the  prescriptions  in  the  smaller  quantities  are 
too  low.  particularly  bismuth  and  glycerin  mixtures.  Mr. 
Woolcock  has  informed  the  Association  what  the  agreement 
is  with  the  Commissioners  regarding  "up  or  down"  in 
middle  cases  (see  index  folio  332).  Mr.  Woolcock  agreed, 
however,  that  the  prescriptions  which  have  been  sent  un  to 
him  by  the  Bradford  pharmacists  should  be  priced  accord- 
ing to  the  suggestions  of  the  Bradford  Association  in  re- 
spect of  the  divergencies  referred  to.  Mr.  Priestley  con- 
tinued to  say  that  he  had  pointed  out  to  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee reasons  why  chemists  should  receive  payment  on 
account  rather  than  doctors,  owing  to  the  greater  outlav 
by  the  chemist.  He  had  suggested  further  that  if  the  pre- 
scription-forms  are  to  be  altered  so  that  they  would"  be 


|  only  in  duplicate,  that  would  mean  that  the  chemist,  being 
no  longer  able  to  retain  a  copy,  would  havo  to  write  tho 
prescription  in  a  book  when  poisons  are  ordered,  and  it  is 
possible  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  chemists  would 
put  in  a  claim  for  greater  remuneration.  He  bad  suggested 
that  if  the  forms  were  to  be  altered,  the  green  form  should 
be  altered  to  white  because  of  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
deciphering.  The  Insurance  Committee  have  replied  that 
the  suggestions  for  the  modification  of  proscription-forms 
should  be  sent  to  headquarters,  as  arrangements  are  there 
made  for  the  whole  country,  and  not  for  any  particular 
district.  In  regard  to  aqua  in  prescriptions,  the  local 
medical  men  state  that  when  aqua  is  mentioned  they 
mean  tap-water.  Upon  consideration  of  the  question  of  the, 
cost  of  anaesthetics,  two  opinions  were  expressed  :  (1)  that 
the  price  per  lb.  should  be  divided  by  four  [  ?]  and  334,  per- 
cent, should  be  added;  and  (2)  that  the  ounce-rate  should 
be  taken  in  accordance  with  the  wholesale  price-lists,  and 
should  be  divided  by  nine,  and  the  result  multiplied  by  six- 
teen. Eventually  the  first-named  course  was  decided  upon. 
It  was  decided  that  in  regard  to  tinctures  the  charge  should 
be  Id.  up  to  2  dr.  A  member  mentioned  the  case  of  a  doctor 
who  is  bitterly  hostile  to  the  Act,  and  is  prescribing  un- 
necessarily expensive  medicines,  and  also  causing  a  great 
amount  of  trouble  by  using  metric  weights  in  place  of  tho 
ordinary  measures. 

Cambridgeshire,—  At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee a  letter  was  read  from  two  medical  practitioners 
at  Gamlingay  stating  that  Mr.  C.  Bond  Smith,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Potton,  who  had  placed  his  name  on  the  list  of 
chemists,  had  opened  no  shop  at  Gamlingay,  and  only  pro- 
posed to  send  a  dispenser  there  for  a  few  hours  every  day. 
Mr.  Smith,  in  replying  to  a  communioation  from  the 
Finance  Committee,  said  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  supply 
medicines  at  all  hours,  and  asked  to  withdraw  from  the 
panel.  The  Committee  decided  to  remove  Mr.  Smith's  namo 
from  the  list. 

Cardiff. —Mr.  G.  Thomson  Williams  presided  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, February  26,  when  Insurance  dispensing  matters 
constituted  the  principal  business,  after  a  question  of  mem- 
bership of  the  Buying  Section  had  been  referred  to.  The 
Commercial  Secretary  (Mr.  Leo  Joseph)  reported  that  he, 
with  Mr.  Jabez  A.  Jones  and  Mr.  Duck,  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  Insurance  Sub-Committee, when  the  prescribing  homoeo- 
pathic formulae  and  repeat  mixtures  were  discussed.      As ' 
to  the  latter,  the  medical  men  were  willing  to  help  chemists 
as  much  as  possible,  and  a  suggestion  had  been  made  that, 
they   should  form   a   local    Pharmacopoeia,  which  would 
simplify  matters  very  considerably.    "Urgent"  prescriptions 
were  also  mentioned.    Recent  experience  is  that  90  per  cent, 
of  these  could  very  well  afford  to  wait  till  the  next  morn- 
ing.   It  was  simply  a  question  of  making  some  amicable, 
arrangement,  and  he  thought  the  medical  men  would  agree 
to  fall  in  with  the  wishes  of  the  pharmacist.    Mr.  Jabez  A. 
Jones  agreed  that  the  medical  men  seemed  anxious  as  far 
as  possible  to  make  matters  as  easy  as  possible  for  chemists. 
He   also  protested   against  duplicate  prescriptions   being  j 
abandoned,  and  it  was  agreed  to  send  a  strong  letter  on 
this  matter  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  and  a  copy  of  , 
it  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.    Mr.  Jones  also  initiated 
a  discussion  on  the  price  of  Doan's  Backache  Pills,  which  ; 
had  arisen  from  correspondence  with  the  proprietors.  The 
matter  was  adjourned  till  the  next  meeting,  when  it  is 
expected  that  replies  from  several  other  firms  will  be  dealt , 
with. 

Cornwall.  —The  Insurance  Committee  have  decided  to 
seek  the  permission  of  the  Commissioners  to  appoint  a 
person  with  the  necessary  qualifications  to  check  chemists' 
accounts. 

Dorset.— The  Insurance  Committee  have  decided  to  ap- 
prove the  Poole  Friendly  Societies'  Medical  Association  for 
the  supply  of  drugs,  if  a  qualified  dispenser  is  engaged. 
[The  Committee  is  not  entitled  to  make  any  such  stipulation. 
— Editor.] 

ralklrk  Centre.— A  meeting  of  the  Stirling,  Clack- 
mannan, and  Kinross  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held 
in  Falkirk  on  February  19,  Mr.  R.  Gordon  Drummond  pre- 
siding over  an  attendance  of  about  twenty.  The  business 
dealt  with  was  principally  in  connection  with  Insurance 
dispensing  and  additions  to  the  dispensing  panel.  It  was 
agreed  to  give  3/.  3.s.  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee (Scotland),  and  the  President  was  asked  to  move  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  February  21 
that  if  a  scheme  for  re-election  is  considered,  one  repre- 
sentative at  least  should  be  sent  from  each  !ocal  association. 
This  concluded  the  business,  and  the  members  were  after- 
wards entertained  to  tea  by  Mr.  Gordon  Drummond. 

Glasgow — The  "  Dispensing  Charges  Simplifipd,"  issued  . 
by  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  and 
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West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  is  of  the  same  size 
as  the  usual  drug-tariff  which  it  really  includes.  It  con- 
tains, first,  four  blue  pages,  one  of  which  is  explanatory  of 
the  mode  of  calculating,  and  two  of  dispensing-fees.  The 
apothecaries'  ounce  of  480  grains  is  the  basis  of  calculation. 
[This  is  contrary  to  the  principle  of  the  tariff.  See  index 
folio  332.]  The  tariff  proper  then  follows,  but  in  addition  to 
the  ounce  price  there  is  also  given  the  charge  of  each 
ingredient,  for  4  drachms,  2  drachms,  1  drachm,  30,  20,  15, 
10,  5,  2,  1,  i  grains  respectively  where  these  carry  out  to 
one-halfpenny.  A  gummed  card  is  provided  to  make  a  tab 
index.  Copies  can  be  obtained  by  chemists  on  the  panel 
for  Is.,  post  free,  from  Mr.  G.  Shiach  Kitchin,  116  Niths- 
dale  Road,  Glasgow. 

Grimsby.  —  Mr.  T.  D.  Sneath  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Grimsby  Pharmacists'  Association  on  Monday,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  nine  other  members  being  present.  He  spoke  of 
the  illness  of  the  veteran  President  (Mr.  C.  Willson),  and 
asked  the  Secretary  to  write  a  letter  of  sympathy.  After 
discussion,  it  was  decided  to  rescind  the  resolution  of  the 
last  meeting  as  to  business  hours  for  Insurance  dispensing. 
The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  an  interview  withthe 
Clerk  of  the  Insurance  Committee  on  a  cognate  subject, 
and  on  the  request  of  the  Chairman  he  reported  on  the 
Nottingham  Organisation  meeting  and  about  what  Mr. 
Woolcock  said.  Mr.  Colley  proposed  that  at  the  next  meet- 
ing members  should  bring  up  Insurance  dispensing  topics 
for  discussion.  The  following  committee :  Messrs.  Hum- 
phrey, Sneath,  Dewing,  Hawdon,  Fletcher,  Colley,  Ashton 
(Secretary).  This  will  be  known  in  future  as  the  local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  on  Insurance. 

Eluddersfield. — A  special  meeting  of  the  Huddersficld 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  February  25,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Wood  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  suggestions  were  dis- 
cussed of  the  Huddersfield  Medical  Society — that  a  local 
formulary  should  be  introduced  in  dispensing  prescriptions 
under  the  National  Insurance  Act.  A  deputation,  consisting 
of  Messrs.  Wood,  Walshaw,  Spurr,  and  Cooper,  had  pre- 
viously met  the  local  doctors  on  the  same  subject,  and  they 
were  reappointed  to  wait  upon  the  Medical  Society  and 
point  out  that  the  pharmacists  are  unanimously  opposed  to  a 
formulary,  believing  that  it  would  neither  be  to  their  in- 
terests as  a  body  nor  to  the  advantage  of  the  insured  persons. 

Liverpool.  —A  new  list  of  chemists  and  other  contractors 
for  drugs,  etc.,  on  tho  Insurance  panel  has  been  issued  by 
the  local  Insurance  Committee  The  persons  who  are  en- 
titled to  "  supply  appliances  and  drugs,  other  than  scheduled 
poisons  and  medicines  which  require  to  be  dispensed."  are 
placed  at  the  end  of  the  list.  Some  local  unqualified  drug- 
vendors  have  been  dispensing  non-poisonous  mixtures.  The 
above  words  in  tho  "panel"  lists  make  .it  clear  that  they 
are  not  entitled  to  do  .so. 

XiOthlaos.— Under  the  auspices  of  the  Edinburgh  Dis- 
trict Chemists'  Trade  Association  and  the  Leith  District 
Chemists'  Association,  a  representative  meeting  of  panel 
chemists  within  the  area  embraced  by  Mid,  East,  and  West 
Lothian,  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wed- 
•nesdav,  February  19,  Mr.  Arch'ba'd  Currie  presiding.  Mr. 
J.  Blenkiron  was  appointed  clerk  to  the  meeting.  The 
Chairman  having  briefly  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  chief 
business  (election  of  members  of  Pharmaceutical  Committees 
for  the  areas),  the  following  were  appointed: 

Burgh  of  Edinburgh. — Messrs.  W.  S.  Bell.  J.  Blenkiron,  J<as. 
Dick,  J.  A.  Forret,  W.  S.  Glass.  A.  A.  Murray,  and  D.  N.  WyHc, 
Mr.  J.  Blenkiron  being  Secretary. 

Burgh  nf  Leith.— Messrs.  John  Blvth.  G-.  W.  Brown,  A.  Curr'e, 
<J.  P.  Cooper,  John  Muir.  Peter  Nishet,  and  6.  D.  Thomson, 
with  Mr.  John  Muir  as  Secretary. 

County  nf  Edinburgh.— Messrs.  G.  B.  W.  Archer.  Dalkeith; 
George  Donaldson,  Juniper  Green;  Henry  Drverre,  Bonnyrigg; 
David  Harlev.  Musselburgh ;  W.  G.  McNab.  Gnrrebridge ;  Dnvid 
Mnthewson.  Blackball;  and  J.  P.  Thomson,  Penicuik,  Mr.  Henry 
Drverre  being  Secretary. 

Comity  nf  Haddington.— Messrs.  Robert  Ai+ken.  Dunbar;  M. 
Gilrny  Trment;  Provnst  Maeintvre.  North  Berwick ;  J.  P.  Sin- 
clo'r.  Gul'ane;  A.  S.  Stewart  Fost  Linton  :  and  W.  Y.  Wilson. 
Hadrl'n"ton    with  Mr.  W.  P.  Wilson  as  Secretary. 

County  nf  TAnlithgow.— Messrs.  J.  M.  Dickson,  'Armadale ;  John 
IVpe'nnd.  Bathgate:  John  MoTnnes.  Bathgate-  FindMv  Stuart. 
Broxhurn;  T.  W.  Straker.  Linlithgow;  and  A.  Tweedie.  Bo'ness] 
with  Mr.   A.  Tweed  e  as  Secretary. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  each 
Committee  should  constitute  a  Joint  Advisory  Committee 
for  all  the  panels  in  the  three  Lot.hians.  The  Chairman 
explained  a  proposal  to  obtain  a  comp'ete  return  of  the 
number  of  Insurance  prescriptions  dispensed  and  the  total 
amount  of  the  drug-bill  fr-om  each  chemist  for  the  period 
from  Jamiarv  15  to  March  15.  Tt  is  desired  to  have  this 
return  in  order  to  form  a  statistical  basis  on  which  to  found 
a  representation  to  the  Insurance  Commissioners  in  regard 
to  an  amendment  in  tariff  rates.    It  was  agreed  to  remit 


to  each  Pharmaceutical  Committee  to  endeavour  to  obtaia 
such  a  return.  It  was  agreed  that  from  the  closing  to  the 
opening  of  the  shop  during  the  night  and  on  holidays  and 
Sundays  there  should  be  an  extra  dispensing  charge  for  all 
prescriptions  marked  "  Urgent"  by  the  medical  practitioner. 
On  the  question  of  repeat  prescriptions,  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  Commissioners  would  allow  this,  provided  it  was 
ordered  by  the  medical  practitioner,  but  would  not  allow 
a  chemist  to  repeat  an  Insurance  prescription  without  the 
doctor's  sanction.  Consideration  was  given  to  the  question 
of  club  dispensing,  and  it  was  agreed  to  remit  to  each  panel 
committee  a  recommendation  that  arrangements  for  club 
dispensing  should  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  original 
Scottish  tariff.  It  was  recommended  that  a  protest  should 
be  made  against  the  mile-limit  regulation.  It  was  resolved 
to  recommend  the  abolition  of  flat  rates  in  the  tariff  charges, 
and  also  that  there  should  be  an  increase  in  dispensing-fees. 
Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  was  thanked  for  his  explanations,  and 
the  Chairman  was  also  thanked. 

Manchester.— The  Insurance  Committee  of  the_  Man- 
chester Pharmaceutical  Association  has  issued  a  circular 
letter  regarding  the  prescribing  of  proprietary  preparations, 
in  the  course  of  which  it  is  stated  that  if  the  practice  is 
a  serious  menace  to  the  drug  fund,  it  can  be  checked  by 
evidence  of  the  actual  amount  of  such  prescribing.  Accord- 
ingly, particulars  are  invited  for  the  period  February  1 
to  14  inclusive  of  (1)  names  of  articles  prescribed,  with 
makers'  name  and  cost  price ;  (2)  date  when  ordered  for 
each  article;  (3)  name  of  doctor  who  prescribed  each  article; 
(4)  total  money-value  of  all  the  prescriptions  dispensed 
during  the'  period,  excluding  dressings,  bandages,  etc.  The 
particulars  were  wanted  by  return. 

North  Biding:  (York** — The  Insurance  Committee  has 
granted  a  late  fee  of  2d.  for  dispensing  between  8  p.m.  to 
8  a.m.  on  week-days  and  on  Sundays  and  Bank  holidays. 
There  are  133  chemists  on  the  panel. 

Wotting'haai.— Evidence  has  been  furnished  to  the  local 
Insurance  Committee  that  medicines  have  been  dispensed  at 
local  drug-stores  where  no  qualified  chemist  is  employed, 
and  that  a  plan  exists  to  obtain  payment  for  these_  medi- 
cines by  passing  them  through  the  accounts  of  chemists  on 
the  panel.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  has  announced 
that  such  proceedings  are  fraudulent,  and  that  persons 
guilty  of  them  will  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  and  to  have 
their  contracts  with  the  Committee  cancelled. 

Peeblesshire.  -  A  meeting  of  panel  chemists  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  February  19,  when  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  : 

1.  That  the  fees  for  dispensing  under  the  tariff  are  too  low,  and 
should  be  raised,  and  all  dispensing  done  out  of  business  hours 
should  command  double  dispensing-fees. 

2.  That  the  min'mum  price  on  the  tariff  should  be  increased  to 
.at  least  one  penny,  and  the  flat  rate  for  tinctures,  infusions,  and; 
waters  be  imtp roved. 

3.  Th.it  owing  to  the  advance  in  the  price  on  bottles  (some  20  per 
cent,  adwan.ee-)  since  the  National  Insurance  Act  ca.me  into  force, 
the  pr'ces  in  the  tariff  are  inadequate,  and  should  be  increased, 
■and  also  that  all  bottles  should  be  charged  to  the  Drug  Fund. 
Further,  it  was  the  general  opinion  of  the  meeting  that  a  charge 
should  be  allowed  for  boxes  used  in  dispensing  of  powders, 
cachets,  etc.,  as  the  wholesale  cost  of  same  is  now  considerably 
higher. 

4.  That  the  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  one-mile  limit  should 
be  •abolished.  It  finds  that  through  it  the  dispensing  by  chemists 
(in  rural  places  smch  as  Biggar  and  West  Linton)  is  reduced  to  a> 
minimum,  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  as  most  of  their 
customers  stiy  beyond  the  one-mile  limit,  and  in  corsequence  the 
doctors  get  into  touch  with  them  and  get  the  dispensing,  which 
could  be  more  promptly  done  by  the  chemists,  and  w:th  advantage 
to  the  insured. 

5.  That  the  meeting  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  should  be  elected  annually  on  the  basis  of 
one  delegate  from  each  pharmocentical  panel,  as  the  South  of 
Seotlmd  s  unrepresented  at  present,  and  tint  thev  are  at  a  loss 
to  understand  how  any  committee  of  practising  pharmacists  could 
accept  such  low  prices  as  the  tariff  allows. 

Peterb^roug-h.—  At  the  February  sitting  of  the  Soke 
of  Peterborough  Insurance  Committee  the  Medical  Benefits 
Sub-Comittee  reported  that  an  agreement  w'th  pharmacists 
as  to  dispensing  hours  had  been  arranged,  after  which  only 
an  "Urgent"  prescription  would  be  dispensed  at  an  extra 
fee  of  dd.  Dr  Collins  stated  that  he  was  instructed  to 
urge  most  strongly  that  the  chemists  be  required  to  dispense 
at  ordinary  fees  until  a  late  hour.  He  also  suggested 
arrangements  at  ordinary  fees  both  on  Thursday  evenings 
and  nn  Saturdays. 

f-uth  o  cotlairt — A  meeting  of  chemists  was  held  at 
St.  Boswells  on  February  23.  and  was  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives from  Peebles,  Selkirk,  Innerleithen,  Lauder, 
Ga'ashiels,  Melrose,  Hawick,  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  and  Berwick- 
on-Tweed.  A  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing 
Committee  was  present  and  gave  an  account  of  the  work 
done ;  following  which  a  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority ; 
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That  this  meeting  desires  to  express  its  strong  disapproval 
of  and  deep  resentment  at  the  irregular  methods  employed 
in  the  formation  of  chemists'  panels."  A  further  motion, 
protesting  against  the  imposition  of  sweated  labour  condi- 
tions under  the  Insurance  Act  whereby  many  pharmacists 
in  Scotland  are  threatened  with  the  loss  of  their  livelihood, 
was  unanimously  agreed  to.  The  meeting  then  resolved 
*°.  form  itself  into  a  Border  Counties'  Chemists'  Association, 
with  Baihe  Walker,  of  Jedburgh,  as  President,  along  with 
Mr.  W.  M.  Alexander  and  Mr.  J.  Maxwell  (Kelso)  as  Seere- 
tary  and  Treasurer  respectively  pro  tern.  Finally,  it  was 
resolved  to  communicate  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Stand- 
ing Committee,  advocating  that  a  new  tariff  applicable  to 
Scotland  only,  including  Berwick -on-Tweed,  be  drawn  up, 
and  that  a  more  adequate  representation  of  the  Border 
counties  be  obtained. 

Soutbampton.-Under  the  auspices  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  South- Western  Hotel, 
Southampton,  on  Wednesday,   February   19.  Representa- 
tives were  present  from  Dorset.  Wilts,  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  the  eastern  part  of  Sussex.    The  Hampshire  Pharma- 
cists  Association  held  a  meeting  at  2  p.m.,  and  at  3  p.m. 
Mr.  W.  Bates  (President  of  the  Southampton  and  District 
Pharmacists'  Association)  gave  a  reception  in  the  Moorish 
Lounge  of  the  hotel.      Among  those  present  were  Mr 
Edmund  White,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.  (Vice-President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society),  Mr.  F.  E.  Bilson  and  Mr.  T.  A  White 
(members  of  the  Council),  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock  (Local 
Associations'  Officer),  Mr.  W.  A.  Bell  (President  of  the  Ports 
mouth  Pharmacists'  Association),  Mr.  Polgreen  (Andover) 
Mr.  Barlow  (Southsea),  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Chasten  (Winchester) 
Ine  arrangements  were  made  by  the  committee  of  the  local 
organisation,  of  which  Mr.  Bates  is  President— Mr.  H  Wil- 
son, F.I.C.   (Divisional  Officer  for  Southampton),  Messrs 
Jerryman,  Jewell,  Martin,  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Wride  (Hon 
Secretary   Southampton    Pharmacists'    Association).  The 
company  numbered  over  100,  and,  after  the  reception,  Mr 
Bates  presided  at  a  private  conference  in  the  dining-room 
In  the  evening  many  of  the  local  pharmacists  and  the 
visitors  dined  together  in  the  hotel.    In  the  after-dinner 
speeches  satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  local  unity  of 
pharmacists  in  coming  on  the  panel.      Complaints  were 
heard  of  some  doctors  recommending  certain  pharmacists, 
and  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  spirit  of  the  Act  is  defeated 
by  so  doing. 

™?°1l^1,0rtTMr,-  G'  H'  Moorhouse,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Churchtown,  bouthport,  has  arranged  for  prescriptions  to 
be  left  at  Crossens  Post  Office  at  three  periods  each  day.  He 
will  deliver  medicine,  etc.,  an  hour  or  so  later.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  Insurance  Committee  would  not  allow 
the  medical  men  serving-  Crossens  to  dispense.  This  arrange- 
ment solves  the  difficulty. 

West  Bromwlch.  The  Insurance  Committee  has  agreed 
witft  Dr.  1  San-some  to  dispense  medicines  to  his  own 
patients  at  Hill  Top  until  April  14  next  at  the  rates  laid 
down  in  the  drug  tariff. 

District  Committees. 

The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  names  of  chemists  and 
druggists  appointed  on  the  District  Committees. 
Dewsbuey.«— Mr.  John  Day  and  Mr.  R.  Gledhill. 
Winchester.— Mr.  L.  Arden. 

Notes. 

The  Insurance  Commissioners  have  issued  a  list  of  medical 
practitioners  who  have  been  appointed  to  serve  on  Insur- 
ance Committees  in  England. 

Mr.  Clement _  Edwards,  M.P.  for  East  Glamorgan,  ad- 
dressed a  meeting  in  the  Public  Hall,  Arbroath,  on  Satur- 
day, February  22,  and  afterwards  was  heckled.  Are  you  in 
favour  of  inspection  being  made  of  drugs  supplied  by 
chemists  to  insured  persons  under  the  Health  Insurance  Act  ? 
was  one  question.— So  far  as  I  can  see,  the  local  committees 
are  sufficiently  competent  to  deal  with  that,  replied  Mr. 
Edwards.  If  they  find  improper  drugs  or  drugs  not  up  to 
quality  are  being  supplied,  they  have  full  authority  to  strike 
the  chemist  off  the  panel. 

The  "Exeter  Express  and  Echo"  publishes  a  report  of 
an  interview  with  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell,  J.P.,  Chai  raian  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  for  Great  Britain, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  said  it  is  absolutely  untrue  that 
chemists  have  been  supplying  drugs  of  inferior  quality  to 
insured  persons.  As  to  the  future,  Mr.  Rowsell  said:  "We 
may  find  some  day.  when  more  money  is  provided,  that  the 
list  of  appliances,  for  instance,  may  be  more  comprehensive. 
It  is  possible,  too,  that  dentistry  mav  be  included;  but  for 
the  present  we  have  to  work  the  Act  as  it  stands,  and 
provide  those  things  which  are  set  out  in  it." 


Points  in  Practice. 

Being  questions  and  answers  in  regard  to  difficulties  of 
administration  and  interpretation  experienced  by 
"  C.  &  D."  readers. 

Medical  Ticket. — J.  H.  (249/49). — Insured  persons  are  not 
compelled  to  havo  their  tickets  signed  or  to  select  a  doctor, 
but  a  doctor  will  be  allocated  to  them  before  the  end  of  the 
quarter. 

Gamgee  Tissue  and  Absorbent  Tissue  are  not  among  the 
scheduled  appliances,  nor  in  the  tariff.  If  ordered  by  a 
panel  doctor  the  insured  person  must  pay  for  them. 
(D.  S.  D.,  196/12.) 

Gelatin-coating  Pills.—,?.  P.  S.  (247/71)  asks  what  the 
charge  should  be  for  coating  with  gelatin  thirty-two  pills 
ordered  in  an  Insurance  prescription.  [The  charge,  if  any, 
is  included  in  the  dispensing-fee  for  pills.] 

Mile  Radius. — Yorkshireman  (243/27). — Considering  the 
official  statement  regarding  rural  areas,  w©  think  your  best 
plan  is  to  submit  the  whole  of  the  facts  to  your  Insurance 
Committee,  either  personally  or  by  letter.  Plead  your  case 
as  hard  as  you  can. 

Bran  Prescribed. — W.  A.  (245/57)  has  had  a  green  form 
ordering  4  lb.  of  bran.  How  should  it  be  priced  ?  [  As 
bran  is  not  a  medicine  or  'appliance,  the  doctor  has  no  right 
to  prescribe  it,  the  chemist  to-  dispense  it,  or  tho  Insurance 
Committee  to  pay  for  it.] 

Can  Cicfa  be  dispensed  unstamped?  So  asks  Dundonian 
(208/70).  Cicfa  is  being  prescribed  in  tablet  form  in  Dundee 
for  insured  persons,  and  he  wants  to  know.  [This  or  any 
other  dutiable  medicine  dispensed  alone  must  bo  stamped 
by  the  dispenser,  who  should  add  the  price  of  the  stamp  to 
the  other  charges.  See  also  tho  Revenue  decision  re  lozenges 
in  Legal  Queries.] 

'"Aqua"  in  Denbighshire. — The  Insurance  Committee 
has  intimated  to  chemists  on  tho  panel  that  "  in  dispensing 
the  prescriptions  of  doctors  on  the  panel  ordinary  water 
may  be  used,  except  where  distilled  water  is  expressly  pre- 
scribed. The  ordinary  water,  of  course,  will  be  dispensed 
free  of  cost,  and  a  charge  should  not  be  made  except  when 
distilled  water  is  prescribed." 

"Rept.  Mist." — Grateful  (250/45)  wants  to  know  if  there 
is  any  definite  ruling  regarding  writing  the  full  formula  on 
every  repeat  prescription.  [Wo  have  not  heard  of  any  ruling 
by  any  Insurance  Committee.  However,  common  sense  shows 
that  unless  the  formula  is  traceable  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee will  not  know  what  it  is  paying  for.  In  our  opinion 
if  the  form  or  forms  for  "Rept.  Mist."  be  pinned  to  the 
original  this  should  be  sufficient,  or  the  chemist  may  write 
the  ingredients  on  the  form.] 

An  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Chemist  is  not  entitled  to  dis- 
pense Insurance  prescriptions  for  a  chemist  or  company  on 
the  panel  without  supervision  by  a  registered  chemist  and 
druggist  (G.B.).  The  fact  that  he  has  passed  the  Pre- 
liminary examination  of  Great  Britain  makes  no  difference. 
The  Insurance  Act  does  not  lay  down  any  conditions  as  to 
how  dispensing  by  doctors  shall  bo  done,  and  those  in  rural, 
areas  who  supply  medicines  may  have  them  dispensed  by 
a  L.P.S.I.    (Syntax,  242/69.) 

Mile  Limit.—./.  A.  H.  (244/12).— Read  the  paragraph 
"  Rural  Areas  "  in  the  C.  &  D.,  February  15,  index 
folio  264.  This  was  introduced  into  the  regulations  by  Mr. 
Lloyd  George  as  the  final  sop  to  doctors.  See  C.  &  T).. 
November  30,  1912,  index  folio  818,  and  the  Coloured  Supple- 
ment of  December  7  for  the  alterations  in  the  provisional 
regulations  consequent  upon  the  final  medical  interview. 
The  mile  limit,  fixed  with  little  consideration  or  fore- 
thought, is  without  a  basis — i.e.,  no  one  knows  whether  it 
is  a  mile  by  road,  as  tho  crow  flies,  or  how — and  it  is  causing 
serious  infraction  of  tho  first  principle  of  medical  benefit — 
viz.,  Physicians  prescribe.  Chemists  compound.  See  Also 
the  statement  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners  on  a  provious 
page. 

Prescriptions  for  Special  Drugs. — Pink  'Un  (249/14) 
writes :  I  havo  heard  of  a  number  of  cases  of  refusal  to 
dispense  such  prescriptions  by  chemists  who  are  on  the 
panel,  and  have  consequently  signed  the  contract  with  an 
Insurance  Committee.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  if,  in  vour 
opinion,  a  chemist  who  has  signed  form  Med.  16  is  acting 
ithin  his  rights  when  he  refuses  to  dispense  an  N.I-.A. 
,  inscription  for  a  "  special  drug."  I  notice  a  letter  from 
a  chemist  in  one  of  your  contemporaries  last  week,  boldly 
stating  that  he  refused  to  dispense  such  a  prescription. 
[Among  tho  conditions  of  the  contract  which  chemists  on  the 
panel  have  entered  into  is  the  following  (Clause  2):  "  The 
chemist  shall,  with  reasonable  promptness,  supply  to  any 
person  presenting  an  order  for  drugs  or  appliances  on  a 
form  provided  by  the  Committee  for  the  purpose,  and  signed 
any  practitioner  on  the  panel  or  his  deputy,  such  drags 
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>r  appliances  as  are  'so  ordered,  and  shall  so  far  as  praeti- 
labLe  keep  in  stock  for  that  purpose  the  drugs  and  medical 
md  surgical  appliances  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  the 
chcdule  hereto."  That  is  sufficiently  conclusive  of  the  fact 
hat  panel  chemists  must  dispense  prescriptions  for  t>ro- 
arietary  medicines.  The  principle  is  also  embodied  in  "the 
hird  schedule  of  the  Medical  Benefit  regulations,  while 
Regulation  34  (1)  enables  every  insured  person  to  get  the 
nedicine  prescribed  for  him  by  the  panel  doctor  from  any 
ihemist  on  the  panel.  It  is  unwise  for  any  chemist  during 
;his  preliminary  or  trial  period  of  the  pharmaceutical  oart 
jf  Medical  Benefit  to  do  anything  which  indicates  anti- 
pathy to  doctors'  methods ;  particularly  as  multiple-shop 
awners  are  making  every  effort  to  meet  doctors'  require- 
ments and  dispense  expeditiously,  whether  tariff  or  proprie- 
tary medicines  are  prescribed.  However  free  the  chemist 
nay  be  in  ordinary  business,  when  he  goes  on  the  dispensing 
panel  he  must  do  as  the  law  requires.] 

Pricing  Problems. 

Insurance  prescriptions  received  by  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers 
and  submitted  to  us  for  pricing,  because  of  exceptional  or 
new  points  of  interpretation.  The  principles  upon  which 
prescriptions  are  charged  for  are  fully  explained  in  the 
pricing-card  supplied  by  the  Book  Department,  "  C.  &D.," 
price  6d.,  by  post  7d. 

Ammoniated  Mebcury  Ointment. — Dissatisfied  (249/20)  asks 
if  he  is  to  charge  for  ingredients  plus  a  dispensing-fee  for 
"  ung.  hyd.  ammon.  (1  in  20)  3j."  [No;  this  is  the  tariff  ung. 
hyd.  ammon.  dil.,  and  Id.  is  the  total  charge,  despite  the 
fact  that  it  required  to  be  specially  made.] 

Dispensing-fee  fob  Twenty-four  Suppositories. — /.  W.  M. 
(196/4)  has  an  Insurance  prescription  for  twenty-four  sup- 
positories, each  containing  10  grains  of  bismuth  subgallate. 
[Charge  bd.  for  the  bismuth  compound  and  l^d.  for  cocoa- 
butter,  and  add  dispensing-fee  of  Is.  (i.e.,  double  the  dozen- 
rate) — total  Is.  7^d.] 

Divide  in  Pulveres. — /.  W.  M.  (196/4)  wants  to  know 
the  charge  for  "  acid,  acetyl-salicyl.  gr.  xxx.  divide  in 
pulv.  vj."    [A  halfpenny  for  the  acid  and  2d.  for  dispensing.] 

Oiled  Silk.— M.  S.  H.  (234/7).— We  note  that  it  is  30  sq.  in. 
(not  36)  for  Id. 

Ointment-fee. — /.  M.  B.  (251/5)  has  had  a  prescription 
for- ung.  sulphur,  lb.  ss.  and  ung.  hydrarg.  ammon.  3j.  What 
should  be  the  dispensing-fee  ?  [The  tariff  maximum  is  bd. 
for  8  oz.,  and  we  do  not  think  it  advisable  that  this  should 
be  exceeded  in  this  case.] 

Ointments  not  on  List. — H.  W.  C.  (249/35). — For  ung. 
conii  B.P.  3ij.  a  dispensing-fee  of  Ad.  has  to  be  added  to  the 
wholesale  list  price  plus  33g  per  cent. 

Ounce-rate.— C.  T.  R.  (243/12)  writes  stating  that  in  the 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  drug  tariff  the  phrase  occurs : 
"Tariff  charge  per  ounce  (480  grains)."  He  asks  why 
assume  that  in  other  cases  where  drugs  are  purchased  by 
the  pound  it  should  be  437.5  grains.  He  says  "  the  tariff 
•ounce  is  without  doubt  480  grains."  [The  Secretary  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee,  in  reply  to  a  direct 
question  on  this  point,  informed  us  that  the  ounce  rates  in 
tariff  prices  are  for  the  avoirdupois  ounce.  The  fourth 
paragraph  is  merely  for  calculating  the  apothecaries' 
ounce,  drachm,  and  grain  rates.  We  may  add  that  the  Glas- 
gow and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  in  its 
"Dispensing  Charges  Simplified,"  has  adopted  the  480- 
Krain  ounce  with  the  consent  of  all  concerned.  This  un- 
doubtedly sirmnlifies  pricine.  but  it  also  means  a  consider- 
able loss  of  halfpennies  to  dispensers.] 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  Preparations.—/.  B.  M.  (196/4) 
•asks  how  to  price  "  emuls.  ol.  morrhuee  c.  creosoto  (P.  D. 
h  Co  )  Jviij."  [The  new  list  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
institutes  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  price-protection  on 
P.A.T.A  lines.  As  there  is  no  special  minimum  dispensing 
price  for  the  above  emulsion,  the  list  price.  Is.  10$.,  is  the 
protected  price,  accordingly  chara-e  this  plus  dispensing-fee 
'Id.']  "  Thyroidectin  capsules  (P.  D.  &  Co.)  50."  [Assuming 
that'  the  capsule  dispensing-fee  [Id.)  also  applies  in  this 
case,  the  total  charge  will  be  7s.  Ad.~] 

Powdered  Chemicals. — Dissatisfied  (249/20)  asks  the  charge 
for  pulv  sodii  sulphat.  Siss.  TThis  is  not  on  the  tariff,  the 
listed  article  referring  to  crystals.  The  B.D.H.  list  price 
for  sod'i  su'nh.  pulv.  is  Zd.  per  lb.,  so  that  ^d.  is  the  ounce- 
rate.  ..  No  dispensing-fee  ] 

•  Se'idlitz  Powder.— T.  T.  N.  (250/40)  writes  relative  to 
our  'statement  that  no  disnpnsing-ff>e  is  navable  on  seidlitz 
TOwders.  He  says  :  "  Surely  the  committees  do  not  mean 
twenty-four  (i.e.  twelve  blues  and  twelve  whites)  for  noth- 
ing."  He  hopes 'the  next  tariff  will  not  quote  in  bulk,  as  it  is 


never  sold  that  way.  [We  agree  with  the  last  remark,  but 
our  interpretation  is  consonant  with  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia and  the  Insurance  tariff  of  drugs.] 

Tablets. — W.  M.  W.  (250/50)  has  a  prescription  for  twenty- 
four  tablets  of  betanaphthol  (gr.  j.),  pv.  carbo.  lig.  (gr.  iv.J, 
and  ol.  menth.  pip.  (mss.).  The  ingredients  work  out  at 
5<2.  each  and  dispensing-fee  Ad.,  total  5^d.  He  has  not  a 
tablet-machine,  and  the  only  list  in  which  he  found  them 
is  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s,  where  the  price  is  9d.  for 
twenty-five.  He  asks,  "Where  do  I  come  in?"  [The  charge 
must  be  5g<2.  unless  "  W.  M.  W."  gets  the  prescriber  to 
order  "  Tabloids,"  which  formula  he  has  evidently  taken. 
The  prescribing  by  medical  men  of  formulas  taken  from 
wholesale  lists  is  not  unusual.  We  have  found  that  there 
is  usually  much  less  difference  in  the  charges.  In  some  cases 
the  branded  article  priced  at  cost  plus  33  per  cent,  is 
cheaper  than  the  rate  provided  by  the  tariff.] 

Thyroid  Tablets. — H.  E.  C.  (246/18). — The  wholesale  price 
for  thyroid  tablets,  gr.  5,  is  about  13s.  per  1,000.  For 
100  charge  cost  Is.  Z^d.  plus  33  per  cent.  (Ad.)  and  dispensing- 
fee  lid. — total  2s.  b%d. 


"  RIBBON  "  DENTIFRICE. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  London  High  Court  on 
February  27,  Mr.  Justice  Parker  heard  an  appeal  by  Col- 
gate &  Co.,  of  New  York  (London  agents,  J.  M.  Richards 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  Holborn  Viaduct),  from  the  refusal  of  the  Regis- 
trar to  advertise  the  word  "  Ribbon  "  as  a  trade-mark  for 
dentifrice  and  other  goods.  Mr.  Walter,  K.C.,  and  Mr. 
Sebastian  appeared  for  the  appellants,  and  Mr.  Sargant 
for  the  Registrar.  Mr.  Walter  stated  that  the  word  had 
been  registered  by  Colgate  &  Co.  in  America.  Under  the 
Trade-marks  Act,  1905,  a  word  or  words  to  be  registered 
as  a  trade-mark  must  have  no  reference  to  the  character 
or  quality  of  the  goods,  and  counsel  submitted  that  tho 
word  "Ribbon"  could  not  be  held  to  have  any  such  refer- 
ence as  applied  to  dentifrice.  He  added  that  the  Trade- 
marks Office  objected  to  the  character  and  quality  of  the 
packing,  the  colour  of  the  labels,  etc.,  but  the  applicants 
made  no  claim  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  word  for  any 
method  of  packing  or  wrapping  by  ribbons. 

Mr.  Sargant  argued  that  the  word  must  be  looked  at 
from  the  point  of  view  of  how  it  would  be  employed  in 
actual  use.  It  was  obvious  that  the  carton  was  descriptive. 
One  face  of  it  contained  the  words  "  Colgate's  Ribbon  Den- 
tal Cream,"  another  face  the  words  "  Comes  out  a  ribbon 
and  lies  flat  on  the  brush,"  and  another  face  the  words  "  We 
cannot  improve  the  cream  so  we  improve  the  tube." 

His  Lordship,  giving  judgment,  said  that  the  effect  of 
directing  the  Registrar  to  proceed  would  be  that  he  would 
advertise  in  the  usual  way,  and  if  there  was  no  opposition 
ihe  mark  would  be  registered  without  any  further  steps 
being  taken  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  public,  unless 
the  Board  of  Trade  was  asked  to  overrule  what  the  Court 
had  directed.  This  was  the  proper  time  to  consider  from 
the  public  point  of  view  whether  the  mark  ought  to  be 
put  on  the  register.  His  Lordship  referred  to  the  words  on 
the  carton,  and  said  it  appeared  to  him  absolutely  clear  that 
the  word  "  Ribbon  "  was  descriptive  of  the  form  and  charac- 
ter of  the  applicants'  goods,  in  the  respect  that  they  stated 
the  manner  and  form  in  which  the  cream  came  out  of  the 
tube  and  lay  on  the  brush.  Quite  apart  from  the  exercise 
of  any  statutory  discretion,  this  was  within  the  words  of 
the  Act  as  having  a  direct  reference  to  the  nature,  quality, 
and  character  of  the  goods.  But  even  if  it  were  not  so,  he 
would  still  be  of  opinion  that  the  Registrar  had  exercised 
his  discretion  in  a  proper  way  because  it  was  almost  cer- 
tain or  exceedingly  probable  that  dentifrice  sold  in  this 
form  would  be  known  as  the  "  ribbon  dentifrice,"  and,  that 
being  the  case,  it  was  obviously  against  the  interests  of 
the  general  public  that  the  word  should  be  registered,  as 
it  would  greatly  hamper  traders  who  wanted  to  sell  goods 
in  the  same  form.  It  w>uld  also  lead  to  confusion,  and 
perhaps  to  the  public  being  deceived.  The  Registrar  was 
right,  and  the  appeal  would  be  dismissed  with  costs. 


Stolen  Santonin. — At  the  South-Western  Police  Court  on 
February  27,  Thomas  Clay,  Battersea,  was  charged  with 
stealing '105  lb.  of  santonin  and  other  chemicals  valued  at 
5007.    He  was  remanded. 

White  Lead  in  Oil. — At  Liverpool  on  February  26,  the 
Sanitas  Paint  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bootle.  was  fined  101.  and  ten 
guineas  costs  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  for  applying 
to  a  mixture  of  barytes,  sulphate  of  lead,  zinc  oxide,  and 
oil  the  description  "  genuine  white  lead  in  oil."  The  pro- 
secution was  instituted  by  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 
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TRADE  NOTES. 

Dr.  J.  G.  B.  Siegeet  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  have  by  Royal 
"Warrant  been  appointed  purveyors  of  Angostura  Bitters 
to  King  George  V. 

"  Cirolate  "  and  not  "  Circolate  "  is  the  trade-mark  for 
a  skin-preparation  which  Tokalon,  Ltd..  of  212-214,  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W.,  are  applying  to  register. 

Morrison's  "  Effective  "  Cure  for  Asthma. — The 
wholesale  agency  for  the  sale  of  this  asthma-remedy  in  the 
United  Kingdom  is  held  by  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  Charterhouse  Square,  London,  E.C. 

Large  consignments  of  Purdue's  fluid-sulphur  ("Sul- 
sol ")  for  rheumatism,  eczema,  skin  troubles,  and  anti- 
septic use  have  been  sent  to  the  seat  of  war  in  the  Balkans 
and  Turkey  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  The 
makers  are  Purdue,  Ltd.,  Bermondsev  Street,  London, 
S.E. 

Messrs.  Prichard  &  Constance  (Wholesale),  Ltd., 
469  Holloway  Road,  London,  N.,  proprietors  of  the  Amami 
series  of  perfumery,  announce  that  their  preparations  are 
protected  under  the  P.A.T.A.  scheme,  and  that  a  special 
bonus  is  given  for  window-display6. 

P.A.T.A.  Prices. — The  additions  to  the  Protected  List 
during  February  are  :  Field's  Savon  aux  Fleurs,  Green 
Seal  borax,  Grossmith's  additional  preparations, 
MacSweeny's  Tinori  Corn  Cure,  Robins's  specialities, 
Vitalex.  The  following  have  been  removed  :  John 
Morgan  Davis  &  Co.'s  preparations;  Kaputine  powders. 

Spring-time  awakens  thoughts  of  vegetation  released 
from  its  spell  of  winter  inactivity,  and  this  in  its  turn 
reminds  chemists  that  it  is  time  to  prepare  for  the  demand 
for  the  horticultural  requisites  required  by  both  profes- 
sional and  amateur  gardeners.  In  this  connection  Messrs. 
Tomlinson  &  Hay  ward,  Ltd.,  Lincoln,  ask  us  to  mention 
that  they  are  at  all  times  ready  to  6end  on  request  a 
supply  of  showcards  and  handbills  regarding  "Eureka" 
weed-killer,  lawn  sand,  Eurekatine  fumigant,  and  other 
gardening  chemicals. 

Palmolive  is  the  name  of  a  new  soap  which  is  being 
introduced  to  the  British  public  this  week  by  advertise- 
ments in  the  daily  papers  and  magazines.  Particulars  are 
given  in  an  announcement  in  this  issue,  from  which  we 
learn  that  the  soap  is  made  of  palm  and  olive  oils  and 
that  the  retail  price  is  6d.  per  tablet.  The  price  is  pro- 
tected from  cutting  under  the  P.A.T.A.  scheme,  so  that 
a.  good  profit  is  assured  to  the  retailer.  It  is  manufactured 
by  the  B.  J.  Johnson  Soap  Co.,  124  Holborrr,  London, 
E.C,  the  sole  distributing  agents  being  Messrs.  F.  New- 
bery &  Sons,  Ltd.,  27  Charterhouse  Street,  E.C. 

P.A.T.A.  Year-Book.— The  1913  Year-Book  and  Pro- 
tected List  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association 
"has  been  published  since  our  last  issue.  It  follows  the 
lines  of  previous  issues,  but  is  this  time  in  a  pink  cover. 
The  list  of  protected  articles  now  occupies  over  110  pages, 
the  goods  of  342  firms  and  companies  being  included  in 
the  P.A.T.A.  scheme.  The  other  contents  of  the  book 
cons;st  of  lists  of  all  classes  of  members,  information 
regarding  the  foundation  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  the  rules  and 
reports  of  the  annual  meeting  of  that  and  the  sister 
organisation,  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  Ltd. 

Philip's  Prescription  Register. — Messrs.  Philip 
Brothers,  11  Marina,  Heme  Bay,  are  advertising  in  this 
issue  a  special  register  for  Insurance  prescriptions. 
From  a  specimen  page  which  we  have  inspected 
it  appears  that  the  eystem  requires  the  folded 
Insurance  prescriptions  to  be  stuck  in  the  register,  and 
•on  the  side  are  spaces  with  printed  heads  to  fill  up. 
With  these  and  the  prescription  inserted  as  directed  are 
shown  the  date,  name  of  patient,  address  of  patient,  name 
of  doctor,  time  received,  who  received  it,  time  wanted, 
time  unished,  who  made  and  finished,  time  despatched, 
who  gave  it  out,  messenger  or  customer,  number  of  prescrip- 
tions as  time  proceeds,  and  at  any  period  the  total 
amount  due  can  be  6een.  The  object  is  to  place  the 
dispenser  in  the  position  to  answer  at  once  any  inquiry 
or  complaint  about  a  script  and  also  to  keep  the  prescrio- 
tions  in  perfect  order.  The  system,  which  is  fully 
explained  in  the  directions  sent  out  by  the  makers,  is  a 
good  one,  with  many  advantages. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  snould  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  J.  A.  Pegg,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Church 
Street,  Mansfield,  has  been  re-elected  Treasurer  of  the 
local  Chamber  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Matthaei,  of  Matthaei  &  Co.,  wholesale  chemists, 
Cullum  Street,  London.  E.C,  was  on  February  20  installed 
Worshipful  Master  of  the  Masonic  Constitutional  Lodge 
No.  55. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Chester  Golf  Club,  held 
on  February  22,  Mr.  William  P.  Evans,  of  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  was  re-elected 
captain  for  1913. 

Mr.  M.  Richards,  of  Messrs.  Richards  &  Poll,  chemists, 
20  High  Street,  TJxbridge,  has  been  ordered  abroad  by 
his  medical  attendant.  Mr.  Richards  left  on  February  22, 
and  he  expects  to  be  away  from  business  about  six  weeks. 

Mr.  G.  W.  T.  Arrowsjiith,  chemist-dentist,  Oxford 
Street,  Whitstable,  is  leaving  the  town.  He  has  been 
presented  with  a  gold  card  case,  album,  and  an  address 
by  the  members  of  the  local  Congregational  Church 
in  recognition  of  his  twenty-six  years'  work  for  the 
Church. 

Mr.  W.  Miall  Jones,  Ph.C,  Terrace  Road,  Aber- 
ystwyth, has  just  been  presented  by  the  members  of  the 
Baker  Street  Congregational  Church,  Aberystwyth,  with 
a  handsome  revolving  bookcase  suitably  inscribed  and  an 
autograph  album  containing  names  of  the  subscribers,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  recent  marriage  and  in  appreciation 
of  his  good  work  as  superintendent  and  teacher. 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 

Fourteen  deaths  due  to  poisons  have  been  recorded  since 
last  week. 

Carbolic  Acid,  taken  in  the  form  of  a  lotion  obtained  fiom 
Guy's  Hospital,  was  responsible  for  the  suicidal  death  ot 
Margaret  Cassie  Lincoln  (48),  Balham,  London,  S.W. — Mar- 
garet Bee  (18)  also  poisoned  herself  at  Nottingham  by  taking 
this  corrosive  substance  in  the  form  of  disinfectant.  —Car- 
bolic acid,  drunk  by  Arthur  Marshall  Jenkinson,  engineer's 
labourer,  while  intoxicated,  in  mistake  for  beer,  caused  his 
death. 

Hydrochloric  Acid. — The  wife  and  one-month-old  son  of 
a  Port  of  London  inspector  named  Richard  Thompson  died 
in  Lewisham  Union  Infirmary  from  the  effects  of  this  cor- 
rosive poison. 

Irritant  Poison. — Pills  taken  to  procure  abo'tion  caused 
the  death  at  Driffield  of  Hannah  Mary  Pitchfork,  Laundress, 
Yeadon.  The  jury  found  that  death  was  due  to  irritant 
poison  self-administered. 

Laudanum. — At  Belfast,  Geo.  Thompson,  a  painter,  died 
from  laudanum-poisoning  self-administered.  At  the  inquest 
the  jury  censured  the  wife  for  not  procuring  medical  aid. — 
An  open  verdict  was  found  at  the  inquest  on  George  Oliver 
Bossingham  Savage,  Sheffield,  who  died  from  laudanum- 
poisoning. 

Liniment. — A  Mrs.  Gaffney  (56),  of  Paisley,  drank  some 
lumbago-liniment  which  she  had  just  obtained  from  the 
infirmary  dispensary,  and  died  about  four  hours  afterwards. 

Mercury  Perchloride  was  the  agent  used  for  purposes  of 
self-destruction  by  Lena  May  Hooper  (24),  Cheetham  Hill, 
Manchester. 

Oxalic  Acid.— At  the  inquest  on  a  Rotherhithe  publican 
named  Driscoll,  who  committed  suicide  with  oxalic  acid, 
the  Coroner  remarked  that,  judging  from  the  present  law, 
beer  seemed  to  be  a  more  deadly  poison  than  certain  non- 
scheduled  substances,  which  were  equally  as  deadly  and 
painful  as  those  scheduled  as  poisons. 

Prussia  Acid. — Emily  Jane  Anderson,  the  wife  of  a  South 
Wigston  medical  practitioner,  committed  suicide  with  this 
poison. 

Salt  of  Lemon,  taken  in  mistake  for  Epsom  salts,  ended 
the  life  of  Edith.  McKie  (32),  at  Bradford. 

"  X.L.-All"  Fumigatinff-fluid  caused  the  death  of  Alex- 
ander McRobbie  (41),  jobbing  gardener,  Broughty  Ferrj. 
Deceased  had  swallowed   about  a  tablespoonful. 
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CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 


A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thurs 
day,  February  20,  at  8  p.m.  Professor  P.  Frank 
land,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  presided,  and,  after  the  minutes 
had  been  confirmed,  announced  that  the  Society  had  sus- 
tained a  loss  by  the  death  of  several  Fellows,  among  whom 
■was  Mr.  Geo.  Matthey,  F.R.S.    The  names  of  the 

Proposed  New  Officers 
of  the  Society  were  read,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  in 
this  connection  that  Professor  Crossley  has  been  nominated 
as  Foreign  Secretary  to  the  Society.  After  stating  that 
a  ballot  would  be  held  during  the  evening  for  the  election 
of  new  Fellows,  the  President  opened  the  scientific  busi 
ness  of  the  evening  by  calling  for  the  first  paper  on 

"  The  Mode  of  Combustion  of  Carbon," 
by  Messrs.  T.  F.  E.  Rhead  and  R.  0.  Wheeler.  This 
paper  was  communicated  by  Professor  Bone,  who  in  the 
course  of  an  interesting  resume,  of  the  history  of  the  subject 
mentioned  that  the  old  belief,  that  the  primary  product 
of  the  combustion  is  carbon  dioxide,  was  first  questioned 
in  1860.    This  was  the  outcome  of  experiments  on  a  char 
coal  blast-furnace  in  which  there  was  found  to  be  only  a 
small  quantity  of  carbon  dioxide  in  the  immediate  region 
of  the  tuyeres.      Lowthian  Bell,  in  a  book  published  in 
1872,  quoted  some  experiments  on  the  composition  of  the 
gases  from  the  centre  of  the  tuyere  zone  of  a  furnace 
which  show  that  the  ratio  of  carbon  monoxide  to  carbon 
dioxide  is  very  high ;  further,  he  stated  that  the  quantity 
of  iron  found  in  the  slag  of  a  furnace  smelting  for  iron  is 
very  small.    This  would  not  be  the  case  if  carbon  dioxide 
were  present  in  any  large  proportion,  as  metallic  iron  at 
that  temperature  readily  reduces  carbon  dioxide  to  mon 
oxide,  being  itself  oxidised,  so  that  it  would  appear  in 
the  slag.    The  investigation  was  helped  forward  consider- 
ably by  H.  B.  Baker,  who  showed  that  perfectly  dry 
oxygen  and  perfectly  dry  carbon  are  without  effect  on 
one  another.  Also  that  the  drier  the  materials,  the  higher 
becomes  the  ratio  of  carbon  monoxide  to  carbon  dioxide 
in  the  products  of  combustion.    Finally,  dry  carbon  and 
dry  carbon  dioxide  are  mutually  inert  even  up  to  a  tem- 
perature of  800°  C.    A  further  peculiar  fact  is  that 
purified  animal  charcoal  absorbs  moist  oxygen,  and  on 
exhaustion  in  vacuo  at  a  low  temperature  evolves  carbon 
monoxide.    Dry  oxygen  is  absorbed  by  carbon,  and  is  held 
so  tenaciously  that  heating  to  360°  C.  in  vacuo  does  not 
remove  it  all.    Here  the  more  prolonged  the  drying,  the 
greater  the  quantity  of  carbon  monoxide  evolved.    A  tem- 
perature of  450°  C.  is  required  to  remove  all  the  gas  from 
the  carbon,  and  it  is  removed  as  carbon  monoxide.  The 
conclusion  drawn  from  all  this  is  that  carbon  burns  to 
carbon  monoxide.    This  conclusion  was  challenged  by 
Julius  Lang,  who  carried  out  a  series  of  experiments  which 
led  him  to  conclude  that,  provided  overheating  and  conse- 
quent secondary  changes  were  avoided,  as  would  be  the 
case  if  the  oxygen  or  air  were  passed  slowly  over  the 
carbon,  the  primary  product  of  the  combustion  is  carbon 
dioxide.     The  conclusions  from  these  experiments  are 
vitiated  by  the  fact  that  no  particular  care  was  taken  to 
dry  the  materials.    The  view  put  forward  in  the  present 
paper  is  that  neither  carbon  monoxide  nor  dioxide  is  the 
first  product,  but  that  a  loose  combination  takes  place 
between  the  carbon  and  the  oxygen,  which  continuation 
breaks  down  under  the  influence  of  heat,  so  that  at  a  given 
temperature  an  equilibrium  is  established  between  carbon, 
carbon  monoxide,  and  carbon  dioxide,  and  the  proportions 
of  these  bodies  vary  with  the  temperature.    A  large 
amount  of  cumulative  evidence  is  given  in  the  paper 
supporting_  this  view,  but  the  most  striking  fact  is  the 
tenacity  with  which  carbon  holds  on  to  the  oxygen  which 
it  absorbg.      To  such  an  extent  is  this  the  case  that  air 
can  be  completely  freed  from  oxygen  by  passing  it  over 
exhausted  carbon. 

The  next  paper  was  by  Mr.  A.  C.  G.  Egerton  on  a 
Test  for  Nitrites. 
In  this  communication  the  author  stated  that  a-naphthyl- 
amine   sulphanilic  acid   is  impracticable   for  use  as  a 


colorimetric  reagent,  owing  to  the  precipitate  formed.  He 
finds  that  dimethyl  aniline  dissolved  in  acetic  acid  gives 
a  coloration  with  a  solution  containing  0.005  gram 
N,03  per  c.c,  at  which  concentration,  he  states,  the  pre- 
sence of  nitrites  in  a  water  becomes  dangerous. 

The  last  paper,  on  the  "  Interaction  of  Bromine  with  the 
Sulphides  of  /?-naphthol,"  by  T.  J.  Nolan  and  S.  Smiles, 
dealt  with  the  difference  between  the  products  obtained 
by  the  action  of  bromine  on  the  isomeric  sulphides  of 
/?-naphthol,  and  was  an  endeavour  to  establish  the  rela- 
tion between  these  two  bodies. 

Amongst  the  gentlemen  elected  Fellows  were  Mr. 
Roland  Doumin  (Felton  &  Crepin),  Mr.  H.  S.  Martin, 
pharmacist,  Brighton,  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Thompson,  pharma- 
cist, Newport,  Mon. 


INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  »  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  : 


253/11. 
237/43. 
251/25. 
249/74. 
251/49. 
248/39. 
251/28. 
253/49. 
239/73. 
246/21. 
251/39. 
248/26. 
250/37. 
249/740 
facturing 


"Ozogene":  suppliers. 
"  Nitrolac  "  :  who  supplies? 
"  Thorrine  "  :  who  supplies? 
Wylde's  ointment  for  the  eyes. 
Cooper's  "  Hagen  Salt  "  :  supply. 
"  Jell-0  "  ice-cream  powder:  makers. 
"  Vita-Phosph."  :  makers  or  suppliers. 
Schutte  &  Co.'s  "Naphthaline  Tincture." 
"Killymuco":  present  address  of  makers. 
De  Graelle's  non-greasy  hair-tonic :  supply. 
Machinery  for  extracting  aloe-fibre :  makers. 
"  Digal "  (a  veterinary  preparation) :  makers. 
"  Gabrielle  &  Co."  perfumery  :  address  of  makers. 
Marvol  (a  food),  made  by  the  "  Marvol  Manu- 
Co.,  London:  where  obtainable. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Abdoloids,  245/13 
Advertising  tape,  247/45 
Amber  jars  with  patent  air- 
tight corks,  245/30 
Arsenical  fly-papers,  244/20 
Barstow's  filters,  248/40 
Bisurated     magnesia  (for 
Shanghai),     248/49  and 
247/31 

Bonson's  digestive-tea, 
249/71 

Cadum,  248/44 

Caementium,  251/26 

Casein  compounds  (in  bulk 
for  China),  247/310 

Clarke's  cascara  and  rhubarb 
ovoids,  251/49 

Confectionery  colours,  245/12 

Cover  glasses  (for  micro- 
scopic slides),  200/23 

Drinking  straws,  249/62 

Electric  massage  accessories, 
248719 

"  Eukotas "     powder  and 

fluid,  248/29 
Gordon's  creme  de  mercure, 

242/71 


Foot-bath  tablets,  246/20 

Hide  poison,  246/43 

Himrod's  cure  (London 
agents),  248/45 

Invoice  punches  (for  In- 
surance prescriptions), 
251/47 

Italian  green  olive-oil  soap, 
250/58 

Jenner's  blood-purifier. 
249/27 

King's  "New  Discovery," 
246/22 

Klensene  preparations,  245/5 
Kleon,  238/60 

Leslie-Mackenzie  Disinfector. 

249/37 
Litho.  blocks,  248/68 
"Ludgate"     ball  syringe, 

249/720 

Norwegian  hair-soles,  249/48 

Novopin,  249/27 

Parmint,  251/50 

Paul's  eczema-ointment, 

248/13 
Petroline.  247/54 
Poudre  Grasse,  248/20 
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OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Long  Arm  of  Coincidence 

was  well  illustrated  in  your  issue 
last  week,  in  the  paper  on  "  Soil  Analysis,"  by  Dr.  Martin- 
gale, and  the  reports  of  Mr.  Brander's  paper  on  "  Bacteria 
in  Eelation  to  Plant  Life,"  and  that  of  Mrs.  Stephenson 
on  "  The  Application  of  Chemistry  to  Horticulture." 
Each  of  these  papers  strikes  a  distinct  note,  but  all  are 
significant  of  the  possibilities  that  lie  within  reach  of 
the  pharmacist  if  he  be  but  sufficiently  wide-awake  to 
take  advantage  of  them.  Possibly,  in  these  exciting  times, 
when  dispensing  takes  up  all  our  attention,  many  of  us 
will  not  have  the  opportunity  of  specialising  in  a  side 
line  of  this  description,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  a  work- 
ing knowledge  of  modern  theories  of  horticulture  will 
be  of  immensely  greater  value,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  bread  and  butter,  than  acquaintance  with  a  micro- 
scope and  the  tubes  of  culture  media  wherewith  to  spot 
pathogenic  bacteria. 

Triplicate  Prescription  Forms 

are  to  be  abolished  as  well  as 
separate  forms  for  drugs  on  and  off  the  "  tariff."  These 
important  modifications  will  no  doubt  tend,  for  the  time 
being,  to  make  the  work  of  carrying  out  the  medical 
benefit  section  of  the  Insurance  Act  somewhat  less  cum- 
brous, but  I  fear  that  what  is  gained  in  a  saving  of  time 
and  trouble  will  be  lost  by  a  lessened  efficiency.  No 
medical  man  living  can  carry  in  his  memory  the  details 
of  treatment  prescribed  days  before,  and  every  doctor  who 
regards  his  profession  as  a  means  to  the  relief  and  cure 
of  suffering  humanity,  as  well  as  a  road  to  personal  emolu- 
ment, must  have  welcomed  the  triplicate  system,  which 
with  a  minimum  of  trouble  enabled  them  to  keep  records 
of  previous  prescriptions.  If  no  record  is  to  be  kept,  the 
treatment  of  the  insured  must  degenerate  into  a  hap- 
hazard system  that  will  be  little  better  than  the  methods 
hitherto  in  vogue.  As  to  the  pharmacists,  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  our  Scotch  confreres  are  to  insist  on  duplicate 
prescriptions  being  supplied,  and  we  southerners  ought  not 
to  be  behind.  It  will  mean  a  vast  increase  in  our  work 
if  only  one  form  is  to  reach  us  in  future,  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Committee  should  be  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
making  a  timely  protest. 

Stock  Mixtures 

continue  to  excite  a  good  deal  of  difference 
of  opinion  among  pharmacists.  I  must  confess  myself  on 
the  side  of  Doncaster  as  against  Porstmouth.  It  would 
be  impertinent  in  us  to  object  on  therapeutic  grounds  to 
anything  a  doctor  thought  it  well  to  prescribe;  the  "in- 
terests of  the  insured  "  are  in  this  matter  in  his  hands,  not 
in  ours,  whose  only  duty  it  is  to  carry  out  his  instructions. 
And  to  suppose  that  prescriptions  are  to  be  written  with  a 
view  to  our  profit  is  impertinent  in  a  worse  sense,  sup- 
posing our  profit  to  be  affected,  which  is  doubtful.  For 
unquestionably  a  dispensing  fee  will  be  chargeable  on 
stock  mixtures,  and  any  reduction  of  profit  we  may  suffer 
on  the  drugs  will  be  counterbalanced  by  the  saving  in 
time.  The  latter  is,  in  fact,  the  more  important  con- 
sideration ;  the  real  problem  confronting  us  is  how  to 
get  our  new  work  done  with  least  disturbance  of  our 
ordinary  business,  and  stock-mixtures  will  help  greatly 
towards  its  solution.  Another  almost  as  important  point 
is  the  preservation  of  amicable  relations  with  the  pro- 


fession. As  far  a<3  is  possible  it  is  our  wisdom  to  fall 
in  with  their  methods  and  wishes,  not  to  ape  superiority 
or  oppose  our  own  notions  to  theirs.  And  what  principle 
is,  after  all,  involved  in  stock-mixtures  for  simple  chronic 
or  recurring  ailments  to  which  we  have  not  committed  our- 
selves by  our  own  proprietary  remedies  ?  Let  us  try  to 
clear  our  minds  of  cant. 

"Fair  Pay" 

puts  a  fair  question  fairly,  and  in  terms  which 
make  the  answer  easy.  I  demur  only  to  his  estimate  of 
profit  on  drugs,  for  even  under  the  present  tariff  we  get 
more  than  33^  per  cent. .  but  taking  his  figures  for  granted 
the  question  really  answers  itself.  A  good  many  pharma- 
cists are  already  dispensing  about  fifty  prescriptions  a 
day,  at  a  profit  (as  calculated  by  your  correspondent)  of 
nearly  180Z.  a  year,  without  reckoning  anything  for 
Sundays.  Possibly  this  may  necessitate  the  employment 
of  an  additional  assistant,  but  even  so  it  is  manifestly 
worth  while,  since  an  additional  assistant  will  give  the 
principal  increased  personal  liberty  and  be  of  advantage 
in  many  other  ways.  But  hundreds  of  pharmacists  will 
easily  cope  single-handed  with  all  the  work  that  comes 
to  them,  and  theirs  will  be  an  absolutely  clear  profit,  at  the 
rate  of  about  3s.  an  hour.  Most  pharmacies  are  open  at 
least  twelve  hours  a  day  ;  in  how  many  of  them,  I  wonder, 
is  an  average  profit  of  3s.  an  hour  made?  The  question 
of  extra  hours  is  almost  negligible ;  that  of  extra  labour 
is  in  the  majority  of  cases  equally  so.  The  great  curse 
of  pharmacy  from  a  business  point  of  view  is  the  fact  that 
so  much  of  our  time  is  unemployed ;  it  is  those  frequent 
intervals  of  barren  leisure  which  sap  the  energy  and  break 
the  spirit  of  the  average  man,  and  not  the  least  benefit 
of  this  new  work  will  be  the  curtailment  of  these.  So 
long  as  we  cannot  leave  our  shops  it  is  every  way  better 
for  us  to  be  fully  employed  in  them. 

The  House  of  Newbery 

was,  by  a  curious  coincidence,  in  my 
mind  when  I  took  up  last  week's  C.  &  D.,  and  my  atten- 
tion was  caught  by  your  paragraph  on  the  jubilee  of  the 
present  managing  director  of  the  firm,  for  I  had  just  laid 
down  my  Boswell,  in  which  I  had  been  reading  of  John- 
son's friendship  with  its  founder.  John  Newbery  was  bom 
of  a  farming  stock  at  Waltham  St.  Lawrence,  in  Berkshire, 
in  the  year  1713.  He  first  began  business  as  a  general 
dealer  at  Reading,  but  removed  to  London  about  1744, 
where  he  set  up  as  a  bookseller  and  patent-medicine  vendor 
at  the  corner  of  St.  Paul's  Churchyard  and  Ludgate  Hill. 
Dr.  Johnson,  in  whose  list  of  friends  he  occupied  an 
honourable  place,  gave  a  humorous  sketch  of  him  as  "  Jack 
Whirler  "  in  No.  19  of  "  The  Idler,"  and  it  was  Johnson 
who  introduced  to  him  Dr.  James,  of  whose  Fever  Powder 
he  became  part  proprietor.  The  doctor  is  also  said  to 
have  contributed  a  paragraph  to  his  advertisement  against 
the  impostor  Hawes,  who  had  brought  out  an  imitation 
of  the  powder.  Wootton  thinks  this  "  rather  foreign  to 
the  famous  author,"  but  Johnson  prided  himself  on  his 
knowledge  of  physic,  and  had  not  only  written  the  pro- 
posals for  James's  "Medicinal  Dictionary  "  and  its  Dedi- 
cation to  Dr.  Mead,  but  had  contributed  several  articles 
to  its  pages.  He  was,  however,  rather  a  severe  critic  of 
some  of  James's  medicines.  He  also  records,  though  with- 
out mentioning  his  name,  that  the  doctor  was  for  twenty 
years  never  sober,  a  fact  which  must  be  taken  in  the  light 
of  his  reference  to  another  friend  who  was  so  "  habitually 
and  equally  drunk"  for  a  long  term  of  years  that  his 
intimates  never  perceived  that  he  was  more  so  at  one  time 
than  another.  It  was  John  Newbery  who  first  began  to 
publish  books  especially  for  children,  and  of  whom  Gold- 
smith said  that  he  was  the  friend  not  of  children  only, 
but  of  all  mankind. 
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DISINFECTANTS 

£5-8-0  net  orders  secure  Wholesale  Terms  and 
Free  Delivery,  showing  33%  per  cent,  profit  on  cost. 

SPLENDID  SELLING  LINES. 

OVER  100  ARTICLES  TO  SELECT  FROM. 

WELL  AND  CONTINUOUSLY  ADVERTISED. 


THE 


"SANITAS"  Co.,  Ltd.,  Limehouse,  London,  E. 


fit 


MILK  of  MAGNESIA 


99 


(Registered  Trade  Mark) 

(PHILLIPS) 

For  special  terms  apply  to  THE  CHARLES  H.  PHILLIPS  CHEMICAL  CO., 
14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


FRENCH 

and  all  Foreign, 

PROPRIETARY 
MEDICINES 

car\  be  obtained  from 

WILCOXJOZEAU&C0 

»9  Haymarkgl  london-SW 

*/v'c«  List  on  Appifcattii* 
Special  Export  Terms 

foreign  Prcscrfpuona, 
dispensed  for 
oriarmactais 


FRESH  BRAIN  EXTRACT 

in  the  treatment  of  Insanity,  as  per 
important  recent  contribution  to 
the   British   Medical  Association. 

Enquiries  for  above  also  for 

STANDARDISED  THYROID 

(See  Ext.  Pharm.  XV.)  and  other 

0R6AN0-THERAPEUTICAL  PRODUCTS 

solicited. 


W.  MARTIN  DALE,  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

TO  New  Cavendish  St.,  London,  W. 


GRIMBLE'S 

MALT  VINEGAR 

London,  Edinburgh  &  Bristol. 


S-ViMLL 

Jes.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

D  I.  Cale  Distillery,  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


FLETCHERS 


•    FOR    TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


CONCENTRATED 


Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd. 
London  and  Sydney. 


LIQUORS 


for  them. 
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Editorial  Articles. 


A  New  Epoch  in  Pharmacy. 

IX.  Contribution. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  to  those  who  can  dissociate  their  minds- 
entirely  from  the  profit  and  loss  side  of  it,  is  the  fact 
that  we  are  living  during  the  evolution  of  a  new  kind 
of  nationalisation.  Also  we  have  the  privilege  of  seeing 
from  week  to  week  how  legislation  by  reference  operates 
through  a,  permanent  government  department,  which 
works  out  the  details  and  gives  a  polish  to  a  structure 
that  many  imagine  to  be  rough  and  unfinished.  These  re- 
marks are  induced  by  a  study  of  papers  that  have  been 
issued  during  the  past  week  by  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners respecting  what  is  commonly  known  as  "  contract- 
ing-out,"  but  which  is  really  contribution  by  Insurance 
Committees  to  insured  persons  for  medical  attendance 
and  treatment  which  they  prefer  to  receive  from  their 
own  medical  men.  We  are  not  at  present  concerned  with 
the  controversial  aspect  of  this  subject,  particularly  as 
medical  men  have  recognised,  since  the  issue  to  them  in 
December  last  of  the  explanatory  statement  as  to  medical 
benefit,  that  for  insured  persons  who  desire  to  contract 
out  and  the  doctors  who  attend  them  the  Act  lays  down 
limitations.  The  matter  was  fully  referred  to  in  the 
G  &  D.  December  21,  1912,  index  folio  912.  The  terms 
of  the  Act,  Section  15  (3)  may  be  quoted  because  the 
regulations  and  memoranda  now  issued  respecting  it  do 
not  go  a  bit  beyond  the  terms  : 

The  regulations  made  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
shall  authorise  the  Insurance  Committee  by  which  medicat 
benefit  is  administered  to  require  any  persons  whose ^  income 
exceeds  a  limit  to  be  fixed  by  the  Committee  and I  to  allow 
any  other  persons,  in  lieu  of  receiving  medical  benefit  under 
such  arrangements  as  aforesaid,  to  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments for  receiving  medical  attendance  and  treatment  (in- 
cluding medicines  and  appliances)  and  in  such  case  the 
Committee  shall,  subject  to  the  regulations ,  ^nbuto .frog 
the  funds  out  of  which  medical  benefit  is  payable  towards, 
hi  cost  of  medical  attendance  and  treatment  (including 
medicines  and  appliances)  for  such  persons  sums  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  the  amounts  which  the  Committee 
would  otherwise  have  expended  in  providing  medical  benefit 
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The  regulations  made  under  this  provision  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

49.  (1)  All  moneys  available  to  the  Committee  for  the 
purposes  of  insured  persons  who  are  required  or  allowed  to 
make  their  own  arrangements  for  obtaining  treatment  (in- 
cluding medicines  and  appliances)  shall  be  carried  to  a  fund 
to  be  called  the  Special  Arrangement  Fund.  _  . 

(2)  There  shall  be  paid  to  every  insured  person  required 
or  allowed  to  make  his  own  arrangements  by  way  of  contri- 
bution to  the  cost  of  his  treatment  (including  medicines  and 
appliances)  an  amount  equal  to  that  expended  bv  him  in 
obtaining  treatment,  medicine,  and  appliances.  [Then  fol- 
low provisions  which  ensure  that  the  amount  is  not  more 
than  is  incurred  in  panel  cases.] 

The  Commissioners  now  supply  Insurance  Committees 
with  a  memorandum  (143  I.C.),  in  which  they  explain 
that  the  Act  does  not  contemplate  arrangements  as  an 
alternative  to  the  normal  panel  system,  but  only  in  special 
circumstances,  and  they  give  the  following  as  examples 
of  circumstances  in  which  insured  persons  may  desire  to 
"  contract  out  "  : 

(a)  Special  disabilities  arising  out  of  the  nature  of  the 
occupation  which  prevent  the  insured  person  from  getting 
full  advantage  from  the  panel  system  (e.g.,  commercial 
travellers,  actors) ; 

(6)  Special  advantages  arising  out  of  the  nature  of  the 
occupation  which  enable  insured  persons  to  obtain  a  more 
convenient  or  more  extensive  medical  service  than  that  pro- 
vided by  the  panel  system  (e.g.,  nurses,  hospital  and  asylum 
staffs) : 

(c)  Circumstances  in  which  the  insured  person  desires  a 
particular  svstem  of  treatment  not  undertaken  by  doctors 
on  the  panel. 

The  Committees  are  instructed  to  exercise  special  dis- 
crimination in  dealing  with  applications  for  attendance 
and  treatment  from  a  particular  practitioner  not  on  the 
panel,  and  they  also  call  attention  to  applications  from 
domestic  servants  who  desire  to  be  attended  by  the  doctor 
who  attends  the  household,  precautions  being  mentioned 
for  preventing  such  doctors  getting  an  undue  proportion 
of  selected  lives.  Otherwise  the  Commissioners  give  in- 
struction which  emphasises  the  clear  intention  of  the  Act- 
that  medical  benefit  should  be  administered  by  the  Insur- 
ance Committee,  and  they  ■remark  that  "if  a  medical 
practitioner  is  prepared  to  attend  any  substantial  number 
of  insured  persons,  the  proper  course  is  for  the  practitioner 
to  come  on  the  panel."  The  memorandum  and  the  forms 
which  have  to  be  signed  by  insured  persons  and  doctors 
engaged  in  this  contracting-out  system  make  it  quite 
obvious  that  they  are  as  completely  under  the  control  of 
the  Insurance  Committees  as  are  those  who  work  under  the 
panel  system,  that  being  the  intention  of  the  Act.  This  is 
specially  noticeable  in  the  "Contribution"  section  of  the 
subject,  for  the  Committee  is  required  to  make  it  clear 
to  contracting-out  applicants  that  they  can  only  receive 
from  the  medical  and  drug  funds  the  per  capita  propor- 
tions of  money  which  the  year's  working  proves  to  be 
payable  in  respect  to  each  insured  person  treated  under 
the  panel  system,  and  that  they  (the  insured  persons)  are 
liable  to  pay  the  balances,  if  any,  of  (1)  the  doctor's 
fee  for  attendance  and  (2)  the  chemist's  bill  for  medicines. 
Doctors  and  chemists  are  ako  to  be  made  aware  that 
contracting-out  persons  have  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  bills 
when  they  are  more  than  the  provision  from  the  medical 
and  drug  funds.  To  chemists  it  is  especially  interesting 
that  the  separation  of  medical  attendance  from  the  supply 
of  medicines  is  placed  first  of  the  four  main  points  in  the 
conditions  upon  which  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of 
medical  attendance  and  treatment  is  provided.  This  is 
emphasised  in  Form  43  (a)  I.C.,  which  is  instructions  to 
insured  persons  making  their  own  arrangements.  We 
quote  the  paragraphs  relating  to  this  : 

5.  Contributions  towards  the  cost  of  obtaining  medicines 
and  appliances  must  be  considered  separately  from  contri- 


butions towards  the  cost  of  obtaining  medical  attendance 
and  treatment. 

6.  No  contributions  can  be  made  by  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee towards  the  cost  of  medicines  and  appliances  supplied 
by  or  at  the  profit  of  the  doctor  undertaking  the  treatment 
of  the  insured  person,  except  in  the  following  cases : 

(o)  If  the  medicine  is  a  medicine  which  is  ordinarily 
administered  by  the  doctor  to  the  person,  or  if  the  medi- 
cine or  appliance  is  required  immediately  or  before  a 
supply  can  be  conveniently  obtained  from  the  chemist ;  or 

(6)  If  the  insured  person  is  living  in  the  country  at 
a  distance  of  more  than  one  mile  from  a  chemist,  or  if, 
owing  to  special  difficulties  of  communication,  the  insured 
person  has  received  permission  from  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee to  obtain  medicines  and  appliances  from  the  doctor 
attending  him. 

7.  The  arrangement  with  the  doctor  for  giving  medical 
attendance  and  treatment  (excluding  medicines  and  ap- 
pliances) may  be  made  on  the  basis  of  payment  by  fees  for 
services  actually  rendered ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  thi9 
method  will  be  usually  adopted  by  persons  frequently  chang- 
ing their  place  of  residence. 

10.  In  the  exceptional  circumstances  in  which  a  contribu- 
tion can  be  made  towards  the  cost  of  drugs  supplied  by  the? 
doctor,  arrangements  will  be  made  by  the  patient  with  him 
for  his  charging  in  a  separate  account  for  medicines  actually 
supplied,  and  payment  will  be  made  in  accordance  with  the 
same  principles  as  in  cases  where  the  doctor  provides  medical 
attendance  and  treatment  only. 

11.  In  the  cases  in  which  the  doctor  does  not  supply 
medicines  or  appliances  the  insured  person  will  present  to- 
the  Committee  the  chemists'  accounts,  and  the  Committee 
will  contribute  to  the  cost  so  far  as  the  amount  available 
in  the  appropriated  pool  permits.  If  the  aggregate  accounts- 
exceed  the  total  amount  in  the  pool  the  same  proportion 
will  be  paid  on  each. 

These  conditions  dispose  finally  of  the  hope  that  many 
doctors  had  that  by  getting  their  patients  to  contract 
out  they  would  be  enabled  to  supply  them  with  medicines. 
The  application  form  43  I.C.  gives  four  questions  which  are 
to  be  answered  by  the  insured  person,  and  it  is  backed 
by  an  undertaking  to  be  signed  by  the  doctor.  This- 
undertaking  requires  him  to  do  what  panel  doctors  have 
to  do  as  regards  (1)  the  keeping  and  furnishing  of  records  -T 
(2)  the  furnishing  of  certificates ;  and  (3)  domiciliary 
treatment  if  the  insured  person  is  recommended  for  sana- . 
torium  benefit.  This  undertaking  does  not  include  the 
provision  of  medicines.  The  instructions  from  which  we 
have  quoted,  5,  6,  7,  10  and  11,  are  appended  to  the  form 
with  a  blank  scale  of  fees  to  be  fixed  by  the  Committee. 
It  is  conclusive,  therefore,  that  the  only  difference  be- 
tween the  panel  arrangements  and  the  contribution  arrange- 
ments is  that  the  doctor  and  the  chemist  have  to  look  after 
the  payment  of  their  accounts  by  the  insured  persons  just 
as  if  they  were  ordinary  customers,  subject,  of  course, 
to  contributions  by  the  Insurance  Committee  equal  to  those 
paid  in  respect  to  panel  patients. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  issued  particulars  of  the 
terms  upon  which  members  of  the  staffs  of  hospitals  and 
similar  institutions  who  are  insured  persons  may  receive 
medical  attendance  and  treatment  from  the  institutions. 
The  principle  involved  is  explained  in  the  following  para- 
graphs : 

The  pb-sition  of  a  hospital  or  asylum,  as  employing  doctor* 
and  dispensers,  enables  it  to  make  inclusive  contracts  with 
insured  person  for  the  provision  of  both  medical  attendance 
and  medicines,  etc.,  without  infringing  the  condition  imposed 
by  Regulation  49  (2)  (c) ;  and,  if  this  course  is  followed, 
the  Insurance  Committee  will  be  enabled  by  Regulation  49 
(2)  (a)  to  make  a  contribution  to  the  expense  incurred  by 
the  insured  person  under  such  contract  within  the  limits 
set  forth  in  that  Regulation. 

It  would,  of  course,  be  possible  to  arrange  for  hospital 
employes  to  be  treated  by  the  doctors  on  the  staff  otherwise 
than  under  the  provisions  of  Section  15  (3)  of  the  Act,  if 
the  doctors  on  the  panel  consented  to  the  hospital  doctors 
being  placed  on  the  panel  for  the  treatment  of  insured  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  only.  This  alternative  course  might  con- 
veniently be  considered,  especially  in  circumstances  in  which, 
owinor  tn  the  local  situation  cf  the  institution,  it  would  be 
permissible   for    the    insured    employes    to    receive  their 
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medicines  from  the  doctor  in  attendance  under  the  pro- 
visions of  Regulation  30. 

This  appears  to  us  to  be  a  satisfactory  arrangement. 
A  circular  has  also  been  issued  which  deals  with  the 
following  matters  : 

(1)  Method  of  calculating  the  remuneration  on  a  capitation 
basis  of  doctors  coming  on  the  panel  prior  to  and  during 
the  currency  of  the  first  quarter. 

(2)  Allocation  of  insured  persons  who  have  not  selected, 
or  been  accepted  by,  a  doctor  on  the  panel. 

(3)  Advance  payments  to  doctors  on  the  panel. 

(4)  Applications  for  grants  from  the  Special  Mileage 
Fund. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  removals  during  the 
provisional  period. 

(6)  Supply  of  medicines,  etc.,  by  doctors  on  the  panel 
{reprinted  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

(7)  Lost  medical  tickets. 

(8)  Recommendations  for  sanatorium  benefit. 

(9)  Doctors'  lists  of  insured  persons,  day-books,  and  pre- 
scription-books. 

(10)  Future  arrangements  for  the  administration  of  medical 
benefit. 

The  following  are  the  last  two  paragraphs  in  the  circular, 
and  they  are  the  two  of  greatest  interest  to  chemists  : 

38.  It  is  also  proposed  to  discontinue  the  issue  of  pre- 
scription-books in  triplicate,  and  to  make  it  optional  for  the 
doctor  to  retain  a  duplicate  for  his  own  use. 

39.  Committees  should  take  into  consideration  as  soon  as 
"they  are  in  a  position  to  do  so  the  arrangements  to  be  made 
for  the  provision  of  medical  benefit  after  the  expiration  of 
the  current  quarter  on  April  14  next.  They  should  there- 
fore expedite  their  negotiations  with  doctors  and  chemists, 
with  a  view  to  the  ear'y  settlement  of  any  outstanding  diffi- 
culties and  the  adoption  of  arrangements  for  the  future. 
In  considering  these  matters,  they  must  consult  any  local 
Medical  Committee  recognised  for  the  area,  or,  if  no  local 
Medical  Committee  has  been  recognised,  the  doctors  on 
the  panel. 

So  far  as  chemists  are  concerned  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  for  the  three  countries  has  held  a 
meeting  in  London  this  week,  and  an  official  report  of  the 
proceedings  is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  It  settles 
a  number  of  questions  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  drug-tariff.  C.  &  D.  interpretations  have  been  on 
similar  lines.  \ 


Milk-sugar. 

Mr.  J.  Pedersen,  who  recently  visited  Europe  for  the 
purpose  of  gathering  information  relative  to  the  casein 
industry,  was  able  to  collect  some  particulars  in  regard  to 
the  preparation  of  milk-sugar  and  its  value  as  a  commercial 
product.  Mr.  Pedersen's  observations  are  published  in 
the  "Journal  of  the  New  Zealand  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture," from  which  we  learn  that  the  manufacture  of  milk- 
sugar  was  first  developed  as  an  industry  in  Switzerland, 
and  for  some  time  an  export  trade  was  carried  on  between 
that  country  and  the  United  States  of  America,  but  of 
recent  years  this  trade  has  ceased  owing  to  the  establish- 
ment of  milk-sugar  factories  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Pedersen's  inquiries  go  to  show  that  the  European  produc- 
tion will  in  future  be  a  diminishing  quantity,  the  reason 
being  the  continually  increasing  demand  for  whole  milk 
and  skim-milk  for  consumption  in  the  large  cities,  and 
the  fact  that  the  prices  paid  for  milk  for  these  purposes 
are  much  above  those  obtainable  for  it  at  dairy  factories. 
Although  the  present  market  price  for  milk-sugar  is  com- 
paratively high,  and  is  not  likely  to  decrease  (says  Mr 
Pedersen),  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  there  is  an  un- 
limited demand,  and  in  this  respect  he  sounds  a  note  of 
warning  to  New  Zealand  dairy  companies,  stating  that 
it  cannot  be  considered  a  good  business  proposition  except 
for  two  or  three  of  the  largest  companies.  Mr.  Pedersen 
gives  full  details  regarding  the  manufacture  of  milk-sugar 


from  persona]  observations  in  Germany  and  Sweden,  and 
as  very  little  has  been  written  on  this  subject  we  give  a 
summary  of  the  modern  highly-specialised  methods  : 

German  System. — The  whey  is  treated  as  soon  as  possible 
with  milk  of  lime,  from  50  to  100  grams  of  lime  being  added 
to  each  20  gals,  of  whey, according  to  the  degree  of  acidity. 
The  neutralised  whey  is  condensed  down  about  60  per  cent, 
in  a  vacuum  pan,  or  until  a  specific  gravity  of  30°  to  32° 
Baume  is  attained.  Condensation  beyond  this  results  in  the 
whey  syrup  becoming  "  very  smeary  or  greasy,"  and  in  a 
lessened  yield  of  milk-sugar.  The  thick  syrup  is  run  into 
shallow  vats,  and  occasionally  stirred  during  the  first  ten 
hours.  In  about  two  and  a  quarter  hours'  time  the  tem- 
perature should  be  about  68°  F.  It  now  appears  like  a 
yellow-grained  pulp  or  a  supernatant  oily  layer.  To  sepa- 
rate the  crystals  the  sticky  mass  is  mixed  with  cold  water 
and  centrifuged  in  a  separator  with  fast  revolving  drums 
lined  with  a  filter-cloth  or  metal  sieve.  The  lactose  crystals 
are  left  in  the  washer-screen,  and  they  are  washed  while 
the  drum  is  still  revolving.  Two-thirds  of  the  milk-sugar  is 
extracted  in  this  way,  the  remainder  being  left  in  the  syrup. 
The  latter  is  heated  to  boiling-point,  the  coagulated  albu- 
men skimmed  off,  and  again  concentrated  in  vacuo  to  35° 
Baume.  After  cooling,  the  lactose  is  separated  from  the 
greasy  brown  mass  and  well  washed,  from  0.3  to  0.7  per 
cent,  being  recovered.  In  practice  about  4  per  cent,  of  raw 
milk-sugar  is  obtained  from  the  whey.  To  remove  albumen, 
traces  of  fat,  etc.,  the  raw  product  is  decolorised  and  re- 
crystallised.  The  crude  lactose  is  dissolved  in  water  at 
112°  F.  to  make  a  syrup  containing  24  to  27  per  cent,  of 
milk-sugar  (equal  to  15°  Baume).  The  solution  is  then 
heated  to  boiling-point  after  the  addition  of  1  per  cent, 
of  powdered  charcoal  and  0.2  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid.  While 
nearly  boiling  some  makers  add  some  magnesium  sulphate 
and  keep  the  solution  boiling  for  a  few  minutes,  but  this 
causes  considerable  foaming.  While  still  hot  the  liquid  is 
passed  through  a  filter-press,  and  the  clear  syrup  concen- 
trated in  vacuo  to  35°  Baume,  crystallised,  and  the  milk- 
sugar  separated,  washed,  and  dried.  The  last  operation 
is  conducted  in  rotary  inclined  cylinders  through  which  a 
current  of  hot  air  passes,  or  in  vacuum  dryers,  on  the  shelves 
of  which  the  moist  lactose  is  placed  in  thin  layers.  After 
cooling  the  dried  sugar  is  finely  ground  in  a  pebble-mill, 
and  packed  in  cases  containing  100  lb.  to  200  lb.  The  per- 
centage of  refined  sugar  obtained  from  whey  is  2.5  to  2.6  per 
cent. 

The  Swedish  System  consists  in  scalding  fresh  whey  as 
soon  as  possible,  skimming  off  albumen  and  fat,  and  con- 
densing to  one-third  of  the  original  volume  in  an  open 
cheese-pan.  It  is  further  concentrated  in  vacuo  at  143°  F. 
to  a  suitable  consistency,  and  the  product  run  into  large 
enamelled  pans  with  slow  rotary  stirrers.  It  cools  within 
fortv-eigbt  hours  to  78°  F.  Crystallising  and  refining  follows 
the  German  method  outlined  above,  with  the  exception  that 
some  alum  is  added  to  the  decolorised  solution  of  milk-sugar 
before  filtration. 

The  total  cost  of  production  of  1  ton  of  milk-sugar  in 
Sweden  is  given  at  20?.  per  ton  from  whey  valued  at 
£d.  per  gal.  This  does  not  take  into  account  the  value 
of  by-products,  of  which  albumen  only  is  of  material  value. 
Mr.  Pedersen  gives  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  plant 
for  making  milk-sugar,  also  the  addresses  of  milk-sugar 
factories  in  Europe.  It  appears  that  the  machinery  to 
handle  about  4,000  gal.  of  milk  a  day  would  cost  about 
2,0007.  As  a  rule,  milk-sugar  is  subject  to  a  high  duty 
on  importation  into  many  countries — e.g.,  Germany,  40?. 
per  ton ;  Spain,  1607. ;  Portugal,  247. ;  Russia,  12?.  ;  Italy, 
40?.  ;  Japan,  15?.  ;  Brazil,  106?. ;  Denmark,  22?. ;  Sweden, 
13?. ;  Switzerland,  4?. ;  Australia,  10?.,  all  per  ton;  Canada 
is  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  the  U.S.A.  2^d.  per  lb. 
The  following  shows  the  prices  ruling  for  milk-sugar  during 
the  past  ten  years  :  1900,  45?.  per  ton;  1901,  44?.;  1902. 
40?.  ;  1993  ,  407.  ;  1904,  527. ;  1905,  587. ;  1906,  617. ;  1907, 
607. ;  1908,  497. ;  1909,  467. ;  1910,  437.  per  ton. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  endeavours  are  being  made  to 
establish  the  manufacture  of  milk-sugar  in  this  country, 
the  above  information,  which  throws  new  light  for  the 
first  time  on  practically  a  new  industry,  is  of  interest. 
We  may  also  recall  the  article  on  the  testing  of  milk-sugar 
by  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry,  which  appeared  in  the  C.  <&  D.  of 
December  21,  1912. 
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Sanatorium  Benefit. 

Some  misconception  has  occurred  in  regard  to  the  supply 
of  drugs  for  sanatorium  benefit  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act.  The  National  Health  Insurance  Commission 
(England)  has  informed  us  that 

Insurance  Committees  are  not  empowered  to  make  contracts 
direct  with  chemists  for  the  supply  of  such  accessories  [cod- 
liver  oil,  etc.],  and  that  consequently  the  Committees  have 
made  arrangements,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners 
and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  16  of  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  for  the  supply  of  accessories  to 
authorities  or  persons  undertaking  treatment. 

It  will  be  noticed  we  report  in  this  issue  the 
decision  of  the  Belfast  Insurance  Committee  regarding 
provisional  arrangements  for  dispensing  and  the  supply  of 
drugs  by  chemists  to  insured  persons  receiving  sanatorium 
benefit.  There  are  special  provisions  in  the  National  In- 
surance Act  in  regard  to  Ireland  (Section  81  (14)  ),  as  local 
authorities  already  had  powers  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Prevention  (Ireland)  Act,  1908,  which  are  respected  under 
the  National  Insurance  Act.  It  is  doubtless  on  this 
account  that  the  Belfast  Insurance  Committee  is  able  to 
enter  into  contracts  direct  with  chemists  for  dispensing 
and  the  supply  of  drugs. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Mr.  Geohge  Ratcliffe,  71  Parade,  Birmingham,  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  died  on  January  26,  left  estate  valued  at 
207;.  7a.  8d.  gross. 

Me.  Owen  Thomas  Williams,  M.D.,  M.B.,  51a  Rodney 
Street,  Liverpool,  who  died  on  January  15,  left  estate  valued 
at  3,208?.  6a.  M.  gross,  with  net  personalty  640?.  8a.  Id. 

Mr.  Charles  Hester,  28  Bromham  Road,  Bedford,  retired 
chemist,  who  died  on  January  23,  left  estate  of  the  gross 
value  of  6,319?.  15a.  lid.,  of  which  the  net  personalty  has 
been  sworn  at  3,644?.  18a.  10<Z. 

Mr.  George  William  Anderson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
220  Rectory  Road,  Bensham,  Gateshead,  who  died  on  De- 
cember 31,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  3,939?.  15a.  3cZ.,  of 
which  2,022Z.  5a.  5<Z.  is  net  personalty. 

Mr.  Abraham  Firth,  Pomfret  House,  Castleford,  technical 
chemist,  for  twenty-five  years  with  Messrs.  Newton,  Cham- 
bers &  Co.,  Ltd.,  who  died  on  January  3,  left  estate  of  tho 
gross  value  of  750?.,  of  which  619?.  15a.  is  net  personalty. 

Mr.  Arthur  Crozier  Claudet,  F.I.C.,  6  and  7  Coleman 
Street,  London,  E.C.,  assayer  to  tho  Bank  of  England  and 
the  Royal  Mint,  who  died  on  January  17,  left  estate  of  the 
gross  value  of  61,208?.  2a.  Zd.,  of  which  the  net  personalty 
has  been  sworn  at  47,471?.  6a.  Id. 

Mr.  Henry  Vernon  Jessop,  11  Station  Street,  Bloxwich, 
Walsall,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  on  January  28,  left 
estate  of  the  gross  value  of  2.346?.  14a.  )d.,  with  net  per- 
sonalty 693?.  2a.  2d.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted 
to  Mr.  F.  V.  Jessop,  Mr.  R.  S.  Jessop,  druggists,  Mr.  E.  E. 
Jessop,  and  Mr.  H.  V.  Jessop,  chemist. 

Mr.  Frederick  Isaac  Reckitt,  Wood  Grange,  Hull,  con- 
nected with  Messrs.  Reckitt  &  Sons,  Ltd..  starch,  blue,  and 
blacklead  manufacturers,  who  died  on  December  7,  aged 
eighty-nine,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Isaac  Reckitt,  founder  of  the 
business,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  119,789?.  0a.  lit?., 
of  which  the  net  personalty  has  been  sworn  at  117,121?.  2s.  3d. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Kitchin.  Ph.C,  Ellerslie,  Gosforth, 
and  of  Messrs.  Wilson  &  Kitchin,  chemists,  Whitehaven, 
who  died  on  October  12,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of 
10,938?.  8a.  9d.,  of  which  5,305?.  4a.  9r7.  is  net  personalty. 
The  testator  left  25/.  to  each  of  the  three  trustees  of  his 
will,  2,000?.  to  his  son  Finlay  Lorimer  Kitchin,  and  the 
residue  of  his  estate  upon  trust  for  his  wife  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  his  said  son  Finlay.  • 


Formulas  for  B  P.C.  preparations  on  the  Insurance  drug 
tariff  are  printed  in  an  eight-page  leaflet,  which  is  sup- 
plied at  bd.  per  doz.  (Id.  by  post)  by  t^r.  0.  <£•  D.  Book  De- 
partment. 42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Mr.  Th.  Geyer,  of  Stuttgart,  has  issued  an  interesting 
diagram  showing  fluctuations  in  the  opium,  morphine,  and 
codeine  markets  during  1911  and  1912,  the  figures  being 
in  marks  per  kilo.  Opium  (10-per-cent.)  opened  in  January 
1912  at  54m.,  declined  to  35m.  at  the  end  of  Mav,  reacted  to 
42m.  in  June,  43m.  in  November,  and  finished  at  39m.  in 
December. 


MEDICAL  GLEANINGS. 


Pituitary  Extract  in  Obstetrics. 

A  Contribution  to  the  evidence  as  to  the  value  of  pitui- 
tarv  extract  in  stimulating  the  pains  of  labour  appears 
in  the  "Medical  Press"  (xcv.  3848,  p.  149).  Dr.  W.  J. 
Gousew,  physician  to  the  Moscow  Lying-in  Hospital,  who 
describes  twenty-five  cases,  states  that  he  employed 
"  Vaporole  "  pituitary  extract  administered  hypodermically 
in  the  abdomen,  the  dose  being  0.75  c.c.  Pains  began 
from  two  to  ten  minutes  after  the  injections,  accompanied 
at  the  same  time  by  abundant  micturition.  The  moment 
of  the  birth  of  the  child  varied  from  within  five  minutes 
to  eighteen  hours  after  the  injection.  He  adds  that 
pituitary  extract  stimulates  pains  better  during  the 
second  half  of  pregnancy  ,  especially  at  its  end ;  it  gives 
good  and  reliable  results  in  the  stage  of  dilatation,  and 
acts  still  better  in  the  stage  of  expulsion. 

Arsenic  Causing  Pneumonia. 

Dr.  F.  Parkes  Weber,  F.R.C.P.,  in  the  "  British 
Medical  Journal "  cites  some  cases  which  have  come 
under  his  observation  in  which  children  undergoing  treat- 
ment with  arsenic  for  lymphadenoma  or  some  other  disease 
suddenly  developed  pneumonia.  He  thinks  that  arsenic 
may  possibly  predispose  some  persons  to  an  attack  of 
pneumonia,  just  as  it  is  acknowledged  to  predispose  some 
individuals  to  an  attack  of  herpes  zoster.  While  acknow- 
ledging that  the  number  of  cases  is  small,  Dr.  Weber 
states  that  he  thinks  it  highly  probable  that  cases  of 
pneumonia  similar  to  those  which  he  has  recorded  will 
soon  be  observed  by  others  among  children  and  young 
persons  undergoing  arsenical  treatment.  If  other  cases 
should  be  found  to  confirm  his  suggestions,  he  would  be 
tempted  to  think  that  the  arsenic,  while  predisposing 
towards  pneumonia,  must  also  exert  a  favourable  effect 
on  the  reaction  of  the  body  towards  the  disease — that  is 
to  say,  that  when  pneumococcal  pneumonia  occurs  in 
patients  who  are  being  treated  with  arsenic  the  pneumo- 
coccal infection  is  quickly  and  successfully  resisted. 
Perhaps  later  on  some  arsenical  drug  like  salvarsan  or 
neo-salvarsan  will  be  found  to  have  a  beneficial  effect 
in  pneumococcal  pneumonia  or  other  pneumococcal  infec- 
tions, and  it  might  be  worth  while  to  undertake  experi- 
ments with  mice  or  rabbits  in  this  connection — that  is  to 
say,  one  might  try  the  effect  of  arsenical  preparations,  in 
regard  to  experimental  pneumococcal  pneumonia,  in  those 
animals. 

Decimals  in  Prescriptions. 

In  view  of  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  of  late  to 
induce  British  doctors  to  make  use  of  the  metric  system 
irr  writing  their  prescriptions,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  a  leading  German  pharmacologist,  Professor  Dr. 
Harnack,  sounds  a  note  of  warning  regarding  the  grave 
source  of  errors  which  this  system  unfortunately 
possesses.  The  old  apothecaries'  weights,  says  Professor 
Harnack,  had  the  great  advantage  that  the  sign  which 
had  to  be  prefixed  to  the  weight  itself  impressed  a  picture 
in  the  mind,  and  thus  gave  less  occasion  to  make  a 
mistake.  A  teaspoonful,  or  a  tablespoorrful,  of  water 
amounted  to  1  dram,  or  to  ^  oz.  ;  now  this  has  to  be 
rendered  by  4,  or  15,  grams,  two  figures  bearing  no  rela- 
tion to  one  another.  Decimals  are  most  unpractical,  and 
deaths  have  been  caused  by  the  omission  of  a  nought. 
Professor  Harnack  makes  the  following  proposals  : 

1.  Tho  use  of  decimals  in  prescriptions  should  be  for- 
bidden, and  only  entire  numbers,  without  noughts  or 
commas,  used.    Fractions  to  be  rendered  in  vulgar  fractions. 

2.  Every  amount'  must  be  preceded  by  one  of  the  two 
signs:  G==gram,  or  M  =  milligram. 

3.  Tho  sign  M  would  apply  to  all  quantities,  from  the 
smallest  amount,  to  be  given  in  vulgar  fractions,  ur>  to  the 
entire  figure  99  (  =  0.099  gram),  while  the  sign  G  would 
apply  to  all  amounts  from  0.1  gram  (  =  G  TV  )  upwards.  For 
instance.  0.01  gram  would  be  written  thus.  M  10;  0.06  gram, 
M  60;  0.1  gram,  G  Tn  ;  1.5  gram,  G  H;  5.0  grams,  G  5. 

In  view  of  the  great  confusion  which  may  arise  from  the 
different  practice  in  several  Continental  countries  with 
regard  to  the  use  of  abbreviations,  this  system  certainly 
appears  to  offer  many  advantages. 
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SCIENTIFIC  PROGRESS. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Hungarian  Otto  of  Rose.— Dr.  Karl  Irk,  lecturer  at  the 
Agricultural  Academy  in  Kolozsvar  (Klausenburg),  has  con 
ducted  a  series  of  experiments  on  the  amount  of  volatile 
oil  in  the  Hungarian  rose  species.  He  obtained  an  otto  of 
fine  aroma  from  well-matured  plants  of  Rosa  damascena 
{trigintipetala)  and  B.  gallica  (Perle  de  Panache),  and  B 
moschata  (trigintipetala)  also  yielded  a  delicately  perfumed 
otto,  considering  the  short  time  that  it  has  been  cultivated. 
The  yield  of  otto  was  from  0.0241  to  0.044  per  cent.  The 
best  result  was  obtained  from  Bosa  rugosa  (de  l'Hay). 

Chenopodium  Oil.- Mr.  E.  K.  Nelson,  of  the  Essential 
Oils  Laboratory  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(Circular  No.  109),  has  undertaken  a  research  as  to  the 
increase  in  gravity  and  the  decrease  in  optical  rotation 
which  take  place  when  chenopodium  oil  is  kept  for  a  year 
at  ordinary  temperature.  When  kept  in  an  ice-chest  the 
changes  are  not  so  marked.  A  research  on  the  rearrange- 
ment of  ascaridole,  on  shaking  with  ferrous  sulphate  solution 
ehowed  that  in  addition  to  the  a-glycol  already  described, 
which  is  the  chief  product,  two  crystalline  water-soluble 
substances  are  formed,  a  /3-glycol  and  an  "  erythrite." 
Arguments  as  to  the  structure  of  these  are  given. 


NEW  BOOKS. 


Any  of  these  books  printed  in  the  United  Kingdom  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers  on 
application  (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C.  These  notes  do  not  exclude  subsequent 
reviews. 


Browning,  P.  E.  Introduction  to  the  Rarer  Elements. 
3rd  edit.  9|x5|.  Pp.232.  6s.6cZ.net.  (Chapman  &  Hall, 
Ltd.,  11  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  London,  W.C.) 
[This  edition  brings  up  to  date  the  work  first  brought  out 
by  the  author  in  1903.  The  work  includes  the  radio- 
elements,  the  rare  earths,  and  newer  metals  which  are 
being  so  much  employed  in  science  and  technology.  The 
chapters  are  as  follows :  (1)  The  alkalies  (lithium,  rubidium, 
ceesium) ;  (2)  beryllium ;  (3)  radio-elements  (contributed  by 
Dr.  B.  B.  Boltwood,  of  Yale) ;  (4)  the  rare  earths  (separate 
sections  deal  with  the  yttrium  group,  the  terbium  group, 
the  cerium  group,  thorium,  zirconium) ;  (5)  gallium, 
indium,  and  thallium;  (6)  titanium  and  germanium; 
(7)  vanadium,  niobium,  and  tantalum;  (8)  molybdenum, 
tungsten,  and  uranium ;  (9)  selenium  and  tellurium ; 
(10)  platinum,  platinum  metals,  and  gold ;  (11)  the  rare 
gases  of  the  atmosphere ;  (12)  technical  applications  of  the 
rarer  elements ;  (13)  qualitative  separation  of  the  rarer 
elements ;  (14)  spectroscopic  tables.  Chapter  12  is  a 
fascinating  one,  and  shows  what  a  wide  field  of  technology 
is  covered  by  the  use  of  the  elements  mentioned  in  the 
book.] 

Burnet,  J.  Hints  on  Prescription-writing.  2nd  edit. 
16mo.    Swd.    Is.  net.    (W.  Bryce.) 

Haskins,  H.  D.  Organic  Chemistry,  including  certain 
portions  of  Physical  Chemistry,  for  Medical.  Pharma- 
ceutical, and  Biological  Students.  2nd  edit.  7£x4§. 
Pp.  430.  8s  bd.  net.  (Chapman  &  Hall,  Ltd.,  11  Hen- 
rietta Street,  Covent  Garden,  London,  W.C.)  [A  book  on 
organic  chemistry  written  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
student  of  medical  sciences.  With  this  object  in  view  is 
given  the  chemistry  of  all  the  important  organic  com- 
pounds that  enter  into  the  study  of  physiology,  bio- 
chemistry, and  pharmacology.  This  is  well  carried  out, 
most  of  the  newer  remedies  finding  their  proper  place  in 
the  book.  Experimental  work  is  included,  as  this  is  essen- 
tially a  student's  book.  The  explanatory  parts  are  given 
in  clear  language,  easily  followed,  and  the  book  can  be 
thoroughly  recommended  as  a  class-book.] 

Koch,  L.  Pharmakognostischer  Atlas.  Bd.  II.,  Lieferung  2. 
Pp.  30.  12x8|,  with  four  plates.  3m.50.  [This  portion  of 
this  microscopical  atlas  continues  the  volume  on  the  roots 
and  underground  stems,  giving  detailed  description  and 
drawings  of  the  elements  seen  in  transverse,  longitudinal, 
radial,  and  longitudinal  tangential  sections.  Notes  on  the 
preDaring  of  specimens  are  also  given.  The  present  section 
deals  with  four  roots,  including  liquorice  and  rhatany.] 

Lewis,  H.  K.  Bacterial  Diseases  of  Respiration,  and 
Vaccines  in  their  Treatment.  10x6.  Pp.  246.  6s.  net. 
1H   K.  Lewis.) 

McCaw.  J  Aids  to  the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of 
Diseases  of  Children.    4th  edit.    3s.  6cZ.net.  (Bailliere.) 


TRADE-MARKS. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  W.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C, 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired,  for  a  list  of  which,  with  particulars  as  to  registra- 
tion, see  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  p.  444. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  5,  1913.) 

"  Pexuloid  "  ;  for  a  mixture  of  chemicals  and  celluloid  for 
making  splints,  etc.  (1).  By  J.  W.  Peck,  Ph.C,  13  Spring- 
well  Avenue,  Harlesden,  London,  N.W.  347,616. 

"Furonal";  for  all  goods  (1).  By  Kalle  &  Co.,  23  Rhein- 
strasse,  Biebrich-on-the-Rhine.  348,660. 

Oblong  label  device  including  steamer  in  circle  with  words 
"  Ilford  Limited  "  ;  for  photographic  plates  and  films 
(1).  By  Ilford,  Ltd.,  Eoden  Street,  Ilford,  London,  E. 
348,613. 

"  Clidene  " ;  for  disinfectants  (2).    By  the  Clido  Chemical 

Co.,  96  Askew  Road,  London,  W.  347,376. 
"  Halcyon  " ;  for  neuralgia-powders  (3).    By  J.  Marshall, 

12  Regent  Quay,  Aberdeen.  345,641. 
"  Nasosan  "  ;  for  all  goods  (3  and  11).    By  A.  Wulfung  &  Co., 

12  Cherries  Street,  London.  347,249/50. 
"  Loeina  "  ;  for  pharmaceutical  goods  (3).    By  H.  Schmidt, 

59  Rue  Thiers,  Saint-Die,  France.  347,405. 
"  Pyophag  "  ;  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).    By  A.  Stadler, 

XI 12  Kaiser  Ebersdorfer  Strasse,  314,  Vienna.  347,8/6 
"  Kalmopyrin  "  ;  for  a  medicine  (3).    By  Gedeon  Richter, 

63  Czorkesz-utca,  Budapest.  348,371. 
Device  of  cube  with  words  "Red  Cube";    for  alcoholic 

essences.    By  Bratby  &  Hinchliffe,  Ltd.,  Sandford  Street, 

Ancoats,  Manchester.  345,418. 
"  Vibo  " ;    for  a  meat-and-malt  wine  (43).    By  Mackie  & 

Gladstone,   Ltd.,  86/90  Hamilton  Street,  Birkenhead. 

347,776. 

Device  of  telegraph  pole  with  word  "Telegraph";  for 

goods  (47)  and  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).    By  W.  Gossage 

&  Sons,  Ltd.,  Widnes,  Lanes.  348.275/6. 
"Hustler";  for  goods  (47)  and  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48). 

By  J.  Knight,  Ltd.,  Silvertown,  London,  E.  348,328 '9. 
"Cosma";  for  infants'  feeding-bottles  (50).    By  F.  Schutze, 

Black   Bull  Works,   Caledonian  Market,   London,  N. 

347,177. 

(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  19,  1913.) 

"Comet,"  for  photographic  materials  (1)  and  for  photo- 
graphic papers  (39) ;  picture  of  comet,  for  photographic 
materials  (1).  By  Cadett  &  Neall,  Ltd.,  Headstone 
Drive,  Wealdstone.    348,334/5,  348,377. 

'  Phosto  " ;  for  medicines  for  animals  and  birds  (2).  By 
A.  Hartley,  4  Tower  Street,  Emsworth,  Hants.  348,227. 

"  Tucal  "  ;  for  goods  (3).  By  United  Chemists'  Association, 
Ltd.,  Cheltenham.  346,417. 

'  Radiosclerin  " ;  for  pharmaceutical  preparations  (3).  By 
E.  Schamberg,  9  Markgraf  Albrechtstrasse,  Berlin- 
Halensee.  346,486. 

'Silchuhn";  for  all  goods  (3).  By  Oldfield,  Pattinson  & 
Co.,  New  Eridge  Street,  Manchester.  347,773. 

:  Witsium";  for  medicines  (3).  By  J.  J.  V.  Berez,  9  Paseo 
del  Principe,  Almeria,  Spain.  348,064. 

'Glenall";  for  a  medicine  (3).  By  G.  Lloyd,  98  Hainault 
Road,  Leytonstone.  348,436. 

'  Korine  "  ;  for  goods  (3).  By  the  General  Kaputine  Syn- 
dicate, Ltd.,  Lilley  Street,  Manchester.  348,649. 

'  Flibnit  " ;  for  an  ointment  (3).  By  Emily  MacLean, 
150  Barry  Road,  London,  S.E.  348,750. 

'Redskin"  and  picture  of  Red  Indian;  for  medicated 
cotton  wool  (3).  By.  the  Standard  Tablet  and  Pill  Co., 
Ltd.,  Hove.  348,690. 

'  Pinebula  "  ;    for   medicinal  chemicals   (3).    By  C.  Bed- 
ford, 3  Queen  Street,  Cheapside,  London,  E.C.  348,843. 
Blue-and-white  circular  device  with  word  "  Sterilex  "  on 
Maltese  cross,  surrounded  by  "  Physicians'  and  Sur- 
geons' Supplies";  for  non-medicated  goods  (11).  By 
J   L.  Hatrick  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  70  and  72  St.  John  Street, 
Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  E.C.  345,157. 
Oxora  "  ;  for  food  substances  (42).    By  T.  Jackson  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  145  Cleveland  Street,  Wilmington,  Hull.  347,787. 
Albuslite";    for  food   substances  (42).      By  A.  Boako 
Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  100  Carpenter's  Road,  Stratford. 
348,070. 
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WINTER  SESSION. 

Reporters,  and  Secretaries  of  Associations  whose  meetings  are  not 
open  to  reporters,  are  requested  to  send  their  reports  to  the 
Editor  not  later  than  the  Wednesday  following  the  meeting. 


Banffshire.  -A  meeting  of  the  Banffshire  Pharmaceutical 
Association  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Keith,  on  Feb- 
ruary 19,  Mr.  Clark,  Portsoy,  in  the  chair.  Sympathetic 
reference  was  made  to  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  Garrow,  of 
Keith,  and  a  resolution  of  sympathy  was  passed  with  the 
family.  Insurance  dispensing  prices  were  afterwards  dis- 
cussed. 

Birkenhead.  -■  A  meeting  of  the  Birkenhead  and  Wirral 
Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held  on  February  20,  when 
twenty-three  members  were  present.  Mr.  Moreton  Parry 
gave  an  address  on  the  "  Aims  of  the  '  National  Society  of 
Chemists,'  "  and  after  the  scheme  had  been  discussed  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Parry. 

Bournemouth. -Tin-  monthly  meeting  of  the  Bourne- 
mouth Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  at  Gervis  Hall 
on  February  21.  Mr.  W.  A.  Bingham  presided,  there  be  ing 
twenty  members  present. 

Bradford  —  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmacists' 
Section  of  the  Bradford  Chamber  of  Trade  was  held  on 
February  26.  The  Chairman  of  the  Section  (Mr.  Marma- 
duke  Firth)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance  of  the  members.  Mr.  W.  E.  Metcalfe  presented 
the  annual  report,  and  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  National 
Insurance  Act  has  been  the  means  of  bringing  pharmacists 
into  the  organisation,  at  the  present  time  practically  all 
the  employed  and  working  pharmacists  in  the  district  being 
members  of  the  local  association.  During  the  year  the  mem- 
bership has  increased  from  sixty-four  to  eighty-two.  Re- 
ferring to  the  local  pharmacopoeia,  he  said  the  thanks  of 
the  organisation  are  due  to  the  House  Committee  of  the 
Bradford  Royal  Infirmary  for  granting  facilities  for  making 
extracts  from  the  Infirmary  Pharmacopoeia  to  include  in  a 
formulary  which  had  been  prepared  and  distributed  to  all 
the  doctors  and  pharmacists  on  the  Insurance  panels  in  the 
city.  The  balance  of  funds  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
organisation  was  41.  3s.  4d.  The  report  and  balance-sheet 
were  adopted.  It  was  resolved  that  the  meetings  of  the 
Section  should  take  place  in  future  on  Tuesdays  at  9.15  p.m. 
The  following  were  elected  to  office  during  the  ensuing 
twelve  months:  Chairman,  Mr.  M.  Firth;  Vice-Chairmen, 
Messrs.  J.  Calvert  and  R.  T.  Silson:  Hon.  Convener,  Mr 
F.  E.  Burdett:  Treasurer.  Mr.  W.  I.  Jollv;  Committee 
Messrs.  Stead  W.  E.  Metcalfe,  G.  Pentv,  and  C.  Robinson;' 
Representatives  on  Council  of  the  Chamber  of  Trade,  Messrs 
Bainton  and  Pvecroft.  Messrs.  A.  Ambler,  G.  G.  Cobbe, 
and  J.  H  Bentley  were  elected  members  of  the  Section. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  triven  to  Mr.  W.  E.  Metcalfe  for 
his  services  as  Hon.  Convener  of  the  Section  during  the 
year. 

Cambridge. —An  interesting  discussion  on  Pharmaceuti- 
cal 'Education  and  the  Curriculum  took  place  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Cambridge  "Junior"  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion on  Wednesday  evening,  February  19.  Mr  Course  pro- 
sided  over  a  good  attendance.  Mr.  Mallett  opened  the  dis- 
cussion by  advocating  compulsory  training  in  pharmacy, 
dispensing,  and  prescription-reading  durinsr  apprenticeship 
with  voluntary  atendance  at  lectures.  He"  considered  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  make  arrangements  and 
insist  unnn  every  master  giving  an  undertaking  that  he 
would  instruct  the  pupil  in  the  practical  part  of.  these 
subjects.  Upon  completing  his  term  of  apprenticeship  and 
receiving  a  certificate  from  his  master  that  he  had  don  i 
this  amount  of  work,  the  apprentice  should  be  excused  these 
subjects  ^n  the  Minor  examination.  In  this  way  he  wou'd 
be  in  a  netter  position  to  more  thoroughlv  prepare  himself 
in  the  other  subjects  of  examination,  "either  bv  attending 
an  approved  school  of  pharmacy  or,  better  still,  taking  a 
university  degree.  In  the  latter  case  the  decree  should 
be  accented  in  lieu  of  further  examination  on  payment  of 
the  registration  fee  The  five  principal  points  in  the  paper 
were  as  follows,  which  were  very  ably  worked  out  and 
explained  in  detail  by  Mr.  Ma'lett: 
(1)  Tieeistrntion  before  apprenticeship. 

(21  Apprenticeship  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  not  to  an 
individual 

(cr\  TracHco!  pharmacy.  dispenses:,  and  prescription  to  be 
eliminated  from  the  Minor  examination. 

(4)  A  cor+ifieate  "rom  an  accepted  school,  college,  or  university 
of  proficiency  in  chomHtry,  physios,  hot* nr.  ami  materia  tnwlVa 
to  be  n.wpted  in  lien  of  these  subjects  for  the  Min.or  or  qualifying 
examination  s 

(51  Hpon  payment  of  the  fee  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and 
twenty-one  yeore  of  a^e  eha.ll  be  entitled  to  registration  as  a 
onemist  and  druggist  or  pharmacist. 


Messrs.  Course,  Titherington,  Bryant,  and  others  discussed 
the  subject. 

Glasgow.— Mr.  J.  H.  Hart  presided  at  a  large  meeting: 
of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association 
held  in  the  Regent  Tea  Rooms  on  Thursday,  February  20. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Ramsay,  Ph.C,  read  a  paper  on  Expeditious 
Methods  of  Drug-testing,  which  dealt  with  ways  whereby 
the  pharmacist  may  quickly  gauge  the  purity  and  strength 
of  drugs  and  chemicals  in  common  use.  Messrs.  Mackay,. 
Laing,  and  others  joined  in  the  discussion.  The  first  batch 
of  copies  of  the  Association's  "  Dispensing  Charges  Simpli- 
fied "  was  distributed,  and  was  very  favourably  commented" 
on. 

Newport.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Newport  Phar- 
maceutical Association  was  held  at  the  Beaufort  Cafe,  New- 
port, last  week,  Mr.  Gratte  (the  President)  in  the  chair. 
There  were  ten  members  present  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Badgett 
(Hon.  Secretary).    Mr.  Gratte  was  unanimously  re-elected , 
President.    The  other  officers  were  also  reappointed,  and  av 
warm  tribute  was  paid  to  Mr.  Badgett  for  the  admirable 
way  he  had  served  the  Association  during  the  increased 
work  thrown  upon  him  as  Hon.  Secretary  in  consequence 
of  the  Insurance  Act.    The  financial  statement  was  adopted. 1 
The  question  of  the  price  of  patent  medicines  was  dealt, 
with.    There  was  some  discussion  as  to  the  time  of  opening 
on  Thursdays.    A  report  was  also  received  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  tb<=>  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  Insur- 
ance for  Wales. 

Nottingham. —A  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  and  Notts 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Station 
Hotel  on  February  26.  The  Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  F.  Carr) 
was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Turner,  11  Burnaby  Street,  Old  Basford,  was  elected  a 
member.  Mr.  E.  C.  :Carr  (of  Skipton)  read  a  paper  on 
"The  Relations  between  Prescriber  and  Pharmacist."  - 

Ophthalmic  Opticians.— A  lecture  in  connection  with- 
the  Institute  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians  was  given  on  Febru- 
ary 20  by  Mr.  T.  Stewart  Barrie,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  in  the> 
lecture-theatre  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street, 
Adelphi,  London,  W.C.  Mr.  E.  K.  Speigelhalter  (Presi- 
dent) was  in  the  chair.  The  lecture,  which  was  illustrated 
with  lantern-slides,  was  on  Strabismus.  The  cause  of  stra- 
bismus, said  the  lecturer,  is  a  mystery.  It  has  been  said 
that  it  is  a  sequel  to  a  difference  in  the  refraction  of  the 
two  eyes,  but  this  does  not  explain  why  it  does  not  occur 
in  all  cases  in  which  the  refractive  power  of  the  two  eyes 
differs.  Strabismus  convergens  is  found  also  in  cases  where 
both  eyes  are  emmetropic.  The  feeling  is  growing  that  it' 
is  due  to  a  central  defect — i.e.,  of  the  brain.  The  lecturer 
then  spent  some  time  in  explaining  reflex  actions  and  their 
influence.  Next  was  touched  upon  what  is  known  as  the 
fusion  impulse,  the  controlling  influenco  in  phorias.  He 
considered  that  too  much  is  made  of  the  association- 
of  convergence  with  accommodation,  as  esophoria  and  exo- 
phoria  are  real  entities  depending  on  excess  or  otherwise 
of  convergence.  Considering  the  nature  of  strabismus  as 
duo  to  inefficient  fusion  impulse  enables  us  to  conceive  of 
the  possibility  of  strabismus  occurring  in  emmetropic  eyes. 
Another  view  as  to  the  etiology  of  strabismus  is  that  it  is 
the  result  of  congenital  amblyopia  of  the  eye.  Further  were- 
explained  the  methods  of  determining  the  field  of  fixture 
and  the  angle  of  squint;  and  finally  the  lecturer  dealt  with 
the  treatment  of  the  defect.  This  is  by  (1)  lenses.  (2)  by 
covering  the  good  eye,  (3)  by  Worth's  amblyoscope,  and1 
(4)  by  operation.  The  last  method  is  only  resorted  io  when 
other  methods  have  failed,  and  consists  in  advancing  the 
external  rectus  in  the  deviating  eye  in  strabismus  convergens 
and  the  internal  rectus  in  strabismus  divergens.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  lecturer  was  moved  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Critchley, 
seconded  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Bateman,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Portsmouth  Pharmacists  turned  up  in  good  numbers  to 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  local  Association  held  at  the 
County  Club  on  February  26,  Mr.  W.  A.  Bell  (the  Pre- 
sident) being  in  the  chair.  A  satisfactory  balance-sheet  was 
presented  and  adopted.  The  various  retiring  officers  were 
re-elected  for  the  coming  year.  Mr.  Postlet.hwaite,  how- 
ever, relinquishes  the  Secretaryship  after  two  years'  occu- 
pancy, and  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Sparrow;  while  Mr. 
J.  W.  Rhodes  is  to  look  after  the  Trade  Section,  vice  Mr. 
P.  G.  Tremlett.  A  ballot  for  seven  members  of  committee- 
resulted  as  follows :  Messrs.  Bailey,  Barlow,  Bown,  Darling, 
Rhodes.  RuofT.  and  E.  H.  Smith. 

Public  Pharmacists.  -  Short  papers  occupied  the  even- 
ing meeting  of  the  Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers' 
Association  on  February  26.  Curiously  enough,  these  ranged' 
from  the  beginning  to  the  latest  developments  in  phar- 
macy. First,  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  VV.  II  France)  read 
a  paper  by  Mr.  F.  Bullen  on  Secret  Remedies  in  the  Past, 
the  principal  point  in  which  was  the  Parliamentary  grant 
towards  the  purchase  of  the  recipes  of  Widow  Stephens'" 
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cure  for  stone.  Mr.  G.  W.  Lindsay  followed  with  reminis- 
cences of  forty  years'  connection  with  pharmacy.  The  most 
interesting  part  of  this  little  autobiography  was  the  fellow- 
assistantship  at  "  Bell's  "  with  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  at  which  time  these  two 
assistants  shared  the  same  bedroom.  A  special  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Lindsay.  Mr.  0.  A.  Elias  also 
gave  an  address  and  demonstration  of  Electroscopes  and 
the  Determination  of  Radioactive  Matter. 

Wolverhampton. -Mr.  Hugh  Fellows  presided  at  the 
ihirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Wolverhampton  and  Dis- 
trict Chemists'  Association  on  Wednesday,  February  19. 
Fourteen  other  members  were  present.  Messrs.  Anthony, 
Dunning,  Evans,  Henderson,  Kent,  Langbourne,  Navle'r, 
Sleigh,  and  Walker  were  elected  members.  The  annual  re- 
port and  statements  of  accounts  were  adopted.  Mr.  Fel- 
lows was  re-elected  President,  Mr.  E.  E.  Hall  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr.  J.  H.  Coleman  Secretary,  Mr.  S.  Phillips 
Treasurer,  and  Messrs.  Dunn,  Gibson,  Stanway,  Warner, 
and  Willcock  were  re-elected  to  the  Cbmmittee.  Two 
guineas  was  voted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund.  A  local  Organi- 
sation Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  F.  J. 
Gibson,  F.  A.  Willcock"  (Divisional  Secretaries),  the  Presi 
dent,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  Thompson. 


FESTIVITIES. 


Dances. 

The  first  annual  social  and  dance  of  the  Paisley  Chemists' 
Assistants  was  held  on  February  25  in  the  Royal  Oak  Hall, 
Moss  Street.  Mr.  Fraser  (President  of  the  Paisley  Chemists' 
Association)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large 
gathering  of  assistants  and  friends.  A  good  musical  pro- 
gramme was  gone  through,  and  afterwards  dancing  took 
place  and  was  continued  until  the  early  hours  of  Wednesday. 
The  business  boom  which  chemists  are  partaking  in  had  its 
effect  upon  the  attendance  at  the  delightful  Cinderella  dance 
held  in  the  Crown  Room,  Holborn  Restaurant,  London,  W.C., 
on  February  20,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chemists'  Assis- 
tants' Association.  However,  the  company  of  over  a  hun- 
dred enjoyed  to  the  full  the  more  ample  accommodation  at 
their  disposal,  everything  combining  to  make  the  festive 
occasion  truly  enjoyable.  The  ladies  had  no  lack  of  partners 
for  the  full  programme  of  lively  dances,  while  the  dainty 
supper  in  the  Grand  Salon  provided  a  pleasing  interlude. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Martin  had  a  pleasant  task  as  M.C.,  while  the 
thanks  of  everyone  were  due  to  Messrs.  Haigh,  Phillips, 
Roberts,  and  Styles  for  their  admirable  arrangements. 
Wbist. 

A  Whist-dhive  and  social  evening  took  place  at  the  Clarion 
Cafe,  Market  Street,  Manchester,  on  February  19,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Chemists'  Assis- 
tants' Association.  There  wore  present  upwards  of  seventy 
guests,  including  twenty-five  ladies.  Whist  was  played  until 
10.30  p.m.,  with  an  interval  for  refreshments.  The  President 
(Mr.  Jas.  Grier,  M.Sc.)  distributed  the  prizes  as  follows  : 
Gentlemen — Mr.  Lomax,  Mr.  Chambers,  and  Mr.  Chadwick; 
Ladies— Mrs.  Craig,  Miss  Minshull,  and  Mrs.  Crellin. 

Dinners. 

The  Birmingham  staff  of  Singleton  &  Cole  had  their  annual 
dinner  on  February  15  at  the  Central  Restaurant,  Birming- 
ham, upwards  of  150  being  present.  Mr.  G.  W.  Singleton, 
managing  director,  was  chairman,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Cole  vice- 
chairman.  After  dinner  a  concert  was  given  by  the  em- 
ployes, the  items  being  interspersed  with  speeches  from  the 
Chairman,  Mr.  G.  F.  Cole,  Mr.  J.  T.  Burrows,  Mr.  Ernest 
Cole,  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Darlington. 

On  February  19,  in  Liverpool,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hambley  was  the 
guest  at  a  dinner  given  by  Thompson  &  Capper,  Ltd.,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  having  completed  forty  years'  service 
with  the  firm.  Mr.  Edwin  Thompson  presided,  and,  after 
proposing  Mr.  Hambley's  health,  presented  him  with  a  gold 
watch  and  chain.  Mr.  H  E.  Bowron,  who  has  been  with 
the  firm  nearly  thirty  years,  also  made  a  speech,  and  on 
behalf  of  his  fellow  managers  presented  Mr.  Hambley  with 
a  silver  rose-bowl.  Mr.  W.  E.  Hambley,  in  reply,  made  an 
interesting  speech,  recalling  in  racy  style  various  incidents 
that  have  happened  during  the  last  forty  years. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  past  and  present  students  of  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held 
in  the  Gordon  Room  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  London, 
W.C.,  on  February  26.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society)  was  in  the  chair,  and  he  was  sup- 
ported on  the  right  by  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Neathercoat,  Miss  M.  E.  Buchanan,  Mr.  R.  R.  Bennett, 
Mr.  G.  B.  Francis,  and  Mr.  J.  O.  Braithwaite.    On  the 


left  of  the  Chairman  were  Professor  Crossley,  Mr.  E.  White, 
Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison,  Mr.  J.  C.  Dmney,  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes, 
Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  and  Mr.  J.  Whitfield  (Scarborough). 
Others  present  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Finnemore,  Mr. 
V.  C.  Hewlett,  Mr.  H.  C.  Wright,  Mr.  E.  A.  Umney,  Mr. 
F.  U.  Stamp,  Mr.  E.  Browne,  and  Mr.  Alan  Francis.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  of  students.  After  dinner  and  the 
loyal  toast,  Mr.  G.  F.  Axon,  Bell  Scholar,  proposed  the 
toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  to  which  the  Pre- 
sident, in  reply,  made  several  references  to  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  .and  especially  to  the  green  forms,  which  are 
apt  to  weary,  although  the  colour  is  supposed  to  be  soothing 
to  the  eye.  He  referred  to  the  presence  of  ladies  (some 
dozen  were  present),  this  being  the  first  dinner  of  the  students 
to  which  ladies  had  been  invited.  He  also  mentioned  that 
there  was  present  Mr.  Whitfield  (of  Scarborough),  who  was 
a  student  at  the  School  fifty  years  ago,  at  the  same  time 
as  Mr.  Charles  Umney.  The  wisdom  set  forth  in  the  new 
issue  of  the  "  Square  Chronicle"  was  also  referfed  to.  The 
next  toast,  "  The  School  of  Pharmacy,"  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  E.  T.  Neathercoat,  who,  after  referring  to  the  pleasant 
days  he  spent  at  tho  School  some  eleven  years  ago,  fore- 
shadowed alterations  in  the  examination  syllabus,  with  a 
view  of  bringing  it  into  line  with  modern  developments  in 
pharmacy.  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  who  replied, -received 
a  prolonged  ovation.  He  said  that  of  all  the  houses  in 
Bloomsbury  Square,  No.  17  was  the  one  where  the  most 
work  is  done — (loud  applause) — by  those  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. (Loud  laughter.)  The  students  are  working  well, 
and  he  thought  would  turn  out  to  be  a  credit  to  the  Society. 
Mention  was  made  of  the  fact  that  the  London  University 
has  just  made  Professor  Crossley  and  the  speaker  professors 
of  the  LTniversity,  his  (Professor  Greenish's)  being,  as  far 
as  he  knew,  the  only  Professorship  of  Pharmaceutics  in  any 
University  in  the  kingdom.  The  other  toasts  were  "Past 
■Students,"  by  Mr.  V.  C.  Hewlett,  replied  to  by  Mr.  Whit- 
field, who  recalled  incidents  in  his  life  as  a  student,  and 
"  The  Chairman,"  which  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  proposed.  Mr. 
Allen  replied.  A  good  musical  programme  was  rendered 
during  the  evening. 

[The  new  issue  of  the  ':  Square  Chronicle,"  to  which  re- 
ference was  made  at  the  dinner,  is  the  second  number  of 
that  periodical,  and  is  edited  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Allen.  It  con- 
tains news  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy — the  football  news 
and  the  doings  of  the  Students'  Association — and  several 
articles,  notably  one  on  the  Territorial  Force,  a  Continental 
experience,  one  by  Mr.  M.  W.  Stranack,  of  Durban,  on 
"  Christmastide  in  Natal,"  and  a  poem  by  the  editor.] 
The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  British  Brush  Manufacturers' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  Mr.  R.  W.  Chase  (Messrs.  R.  W.  Chase  &  Sons. 
Birmingham),  Vice-President  of  the  Association,  being  in 
the  chair.  Between  seventy  and  eighty  members  sat  down, 
among  those  present  being  Messrs.  A.  L.  Burrow  (Vice- 
President),  C.  H.  Watkins  (Hon.  Treasurer),  T.  Marson 
Till  (Secretary),  and  the  following  District  Representatives : 
London — Messrs.  B.  W.  Biggs  (Crowden  &  Garrod,  Ltd.), 
A.  W.  Cook  (Newton  &  Cook),  A.  Mason  (J.  Mason  &  Son, 
Ltd.),  E.  H.  Matthew  and  Geo.  Tvrie  (D.  Matthew  &  Son, 
Ltd.) ;  North-Eastern— -T.  W.  West  (C.  T.  Tiffany,  Ltd.)  ; 
North-Western— C.  P.  Titmas  (T.  Peyton  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  ; 
South- Western — W.  A.  Greenslade  (E.  A.  &  W.  Greenslade) ; 
Southern — John  Palmer  (John  Palmer,  Ltd.).  The  members 
present  included  Messrs.  J.  Avons  (J.  Avons  &  Sons,  Trow- 
bridge), Herbert^  Wilde,  Jas.  G.  Wilde,  and  H.  Shaw 
(Brushes,  Ltd.,  Oldham),  W.  Rose  and  G.  Rose  (Brushes. 
Ltd.,  St.  Albans),  D.  Burrow  &  Sons  (Leeds),  H.  D.  Clark 
(D.  Clark  &  Sons,  Walsall),  W.  A.  Smith  and  C.  Tates 
(Co-opt  Bass  Dressers,  Ltd.,  London),  H.  Culmer  (C.  F. 
Culmer  &  Co.,  London),  F.  Foulger  &  Co.  (London),  C.  H. 
Watkins  and  Arthur  Watkins  (Hamilton  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
London).  H.  N.  Kent,  A.  Barton  Kent,  A.  H.  Lidderdale. 
and  C.  F.  Barrett  (G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons.  Ltd.),  J.  H.  Latham 
(Leo  &  James,  Birmingham),  J.  Mason  &  Sons  (London), 
F.  D.  Matthew  and  W.  J.  Matthew  (D.  Matthew  &  Son), 
A.  Marks  (Alex.  Marks  &  Son,  London),  Newton  &  Cook, 
Park  Bros  (Stirling),  C.  P.  Titmas  (Thos.  Peyton  &  Co., 
Manchester),  Alex.  Reid  and  Geo.  I.  Reid  (A.  Reid  &  Sons. 
London),  J.  Root  (J.  Root  &  Son,  London),  H.  G.  Webb, 
A.  E.  Webb,  G.  S.  Webb,  and  E.  G.Webb  (R.  Webb  &  Sons, 
Chesham),  and  H.  W.  West  (J.  West  &  Sons).  Mr.  B.  W. 
Biggs,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  British  Brush  Manu- 
facturers' Association,  said  it  was  not  until  five  years  ago 
that  they  decided  that  it  was  not  wise  to  be  always  cutting 
each  other's  throat.  Since  then  the  Association  had  done 
good  work,  and  had  not  only  secured  an  advance  in  prices, 
but  had  impressed  on  the  trade  the  fact  that  the  right 
and  straight  course  is  the  only  one  to  be  pursued  with 
security,  that  the  British  pound  weight  is  sixteen  ounces, 
and  that  horse-hair  is  not  pig  or  hog  bristle.  Mr.  W.  A. 
Greenslade  replied,  stating  that  the  work  accomplished  had 
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been  of  benefit  to  all  of  them.    Mr.  C.  P.  Titmas  proposed 
the  toast  of  "The  President  and  Chairman  "  (Mr.  Ernest  N 
Kent),  who  had  that  day  been  re-elected.    As  Chairman  of 
the  Council,  he  (Mr.   Kent)  had  endeared  himself  to  all 
the  members  by  the  able  manner  in  which  he  had  dealt  with 
their  aims  and  the  practical- knowledge  he  brought  to  bear  on 
technical  questions  as  they  arose.    As  President,  the  thanks 
of  all  the  members  were  due  to  Mr.  Kent  for  his  instru- 
mentality in  forming  the  Association.    Prior  to  its  formation 
many  of  them  were  known  to  each  other  by  name  only,  but 
now  they  met  together  at  these  friendly  gatherings  a  business 
intimacy  had  sprung  up.    Mr.  R.  W.  Chase  replied  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Ernest  Kent,  who,  he  said,  had  just  completed  a 
successful  business  journey  to  the  other  side  of  the  globe, 
and  was  now  starting  for  home.    Other  toasts  included  "  The 
Visitors  "  and  "  The  Council,  Officers,  and  Secretary,"  Mr. 
A.  Barton  Kent  proposing  the  latter  toast.    An  excellent 
musical  programme  was  rendered  between  the  toasts. 
The  members  and  friends  of  the  West  Ham  Association  of 
Pharmacists  dined  together  on  February  20  at  the  London 
Tavern,  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.C.,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  J.  Edward  Evans  (President).    It  was  a 
pleasant  dinner  amid  historic  associations  with  the  social 
life  of  mediaeval  London,  and  a  feature  of  the  gathering 
was  the  number  of  local  medical  men  present,  the  relations 
between  doctors  and  pharmacists  being  particularly  cordial 
in  the  borough,  of  West'  Ham.    Among  those  present  were 
Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society ; 
Mr.  Alderman  Spittle,  Mayor  of  West  Ham ;   Mr.  Alder- 
man James  R.  Hurry,  J. P.,  Chairman  of  the  West  Ham 
Insurance  Committee;   Dr.  Fredk.   H.  Dayus,  Chairman, 
West   Ham    Medical    Union ;    Dr.    Frank    Challans,  Dr. 
Wright,  Dr.  Arthur  Cummings,  Dr.  Lauzun  Brown,  Mr. 
John  C.  Umney,  Mr.  Herbert  Wright,  Mr.  J.  R.  Williams, 
Mr.  P.  O.    Royle  (Ingram  &  Royle),  Mr.  J.  Cakebread 
(Ashton  &  Parsons),  Mr.  Arthur  Berliner,  Messrs.  H.  J. 
Smith  and  S.  Coke  (Sangers),  Mr.  C.  W.  Bromley  (Bovril), 
Mr.  F.   W.  Ashton  (Idris  &  Co.),  Mr.  J.  Field  (Messrs. 
Willows),  Mr.  A.  E.  Ramsey  (Boulton  Macro,  Ltd.),  Mr. 
Raley  (The  British  Drug  Houses),  Mr.  A.  H.  Darby  (Col- 
gates),  Mr.  Blackie,  Mr.  Harold  Lynn  (Allen  &  Hanburys), 
Mr.  G.  H.  Macdonald  (Armour  &  Co.),  Mr.  G.  Parmacott 
(Erasmic  Co.),    Mr.    H.    G.    Mumford   (Newbery's),  Mr. 
Godbold  (Price  &  Co.),  Mr.  A.  Armitage  (Leo  &  Co.),  and 
Mr.  E.  V.  Rippin.    After  the  toast  of  "  The  King,"  Mr. 
J.    C.    Umney    proposed    that   of    "The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain."    He  referred  to  the  long  associa- 
tion of  his  family  with  pharmacy,  and  to  the  fact  that  his 
father  started  his  career  over  fifty  years  ago  by  winning  a 
Bell  scholarship.    Mention  was   also  made  of    the  post- 
graduate Lectures  organised  by  the  Society,  and  to  the  im- 
portant part  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1908,  has  taken 
in  the  smooth  working  of  the  dispensing  arrangements  re- 
quired by  the  National  Insurance  Act.    Mr.  C.  B.  Allen 
replied.    He  spoke  of  the  work  of  Mr.  Chas.  Umney  and  his 
son,  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney,  the  post-graduate  lecture  of  the  latter 
last  year  being  a  masterly  exposition  of  the  commercial 
application  of  scientific  training  and  knowledge  to  essential 
oils.     Reference  was  made  to  the  busy  time  through  which 
the  trade  had  passed  since  the  first  announcement  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  it  was  desirous,  in  ad- 
ministering the  medical  benefit  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act,  to  separate  the  work  of  the  prescriber  and  dispenser. 
The  pharmaceutical  service  is  working  very  smoothly,  with 
hardly  any  complaints,  and  he  urged  pharmacists  to  look 
upon  the  matter  in  a  business-like  and  commonsense  manner, 
so  as  to  give  no  loophole  for  complaint.     Regarding  the 
claims   of    unqualified   men   to   carry    on    dispensing,  he 
insisted  that,  in  resisting  them,  chemists  must  have  the 
support  of  medical  men.    Mr.  J.  H.  Matthews  then  pro- 
posed the  toast  of   "  The  Medical  Profession,"  mention- 
ing that  Insurance  dispensing  has  equalised  in  a  surpris- 
ing   manner  the  dispensing  in  the  different  classes  of 
chemists'  shops.     Dr.  F.  H.  Dayus,  in  reply,  summed  up 
by  saying,  "  Let  us  each  strive  to  lighten  one  another's 
burden."     Dr.   Frank  Challans  also  replied,  stating  that 
a    short     pharmacopoeia     of    stock     mixtures    is  being 
drawn  up.    He  also  mentioned  that  a  rota  of  doctors  has 
been  arranged  for  early-closing  day.    Mr.  Alderman  J.  R. 
Hurry  (Chairman  of  the  West  Ham  Insurance  Committee) 
afterwards  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  West  Ham  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists."    He  stated  that  not  one  single  com- 
plaint has  been  received  by  the  Committee  regarding  the 
way  pharmacists  have  carried  out  the  National  Insurance 
Act.    The  President,  in  reply,  said  that  the  Association  has 
doubled  its  membership  within  the  last  two  years.    The  toast 
of  "  The  Visitors,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell,  was 
replied  to  by  Mr.  Alderman  Spittle,  Mayor  of  West  Ham. 
During  the  evening  a  collection  was  made  for  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  which  realised  5/.    A  musical  programme  was  also 
carried  out  in  the  intervals  of  the  speeches. 


COMING  EVENTS. 

This  section  of  the  "  C.  &  D."  is  reserved  for  advance  notices  of 
meetings  or  ether  events.  These  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor- 
by  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings,  etc.,  occur.  ■ 

Sunday,  March.  2. 

National  Union  of  Assistant  Pharmacists,  London  College 
of  Chemistry,  361  Clapham  Road,  London,  S.W. 
Monday,  March  3. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section,  Burlington, 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  W.  R.  Schoellcr 
on  "  Chinese  Antimony  Ores,  Crude  and  Regulus  "  -r 
Mr.  J.  H.  Costo  on  "  Thermometry." 

Tuesday,  March  4. 

Pbntgcn  Society,  Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Vic- 
toria Embankment,  London,  W.C.,  at  8.15  p.m.  Dr. 
H.  Lewis  Jones  on  "  The  Physiological  Effect  of  the 
Magnetic  Field,"  and  Dr.  Howard  Humphris  on  "  The 
Rationale  of  the  Static  Current." 

Association  of  Women  Pharmacists,  Gordon  Hall,  Gordon 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Miss  M.  E.  Buchanan, 
Ph.C.,  on  "An  Old  Herbal,"  and  Miss  A.  Borrowman, 
Ph.C.,  on  "  Silk,  Real  and  Artificial." 

Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  _  Association,  156  King 
Street,  at  9  p.m.    Monthly  meeting. 

Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Cafe  Monico,  Union 
Street,  at  7.30  p.m.  Meeting. 

Tecs-side  Optical  Society,  Victoria  Restaurant,  Stockton- 
on-Tees,  at  7.45  p.m.  Mr  E.  Liddle  on  "  Optical  Olla 
Podrida." 

"Wednesday,  March.  5. 

Junior  Pharmacy  Ball,  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street, 
London,  W.,  at  9  P.M.  Tickets  (7s.  bd.  each,  including- 
supper  and  light  refreshments  during  the  evening)  from 
Mr.  B.  R.  Wilkinson,  Hon.  Secretary,  23  Cromwell 
Place,  South  Kensington,  S.W. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  16  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  3  P.M.  Council-meeting. 

I/oyal  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C., 
at  8  P.M.  Mr.  E.  Russell  Burdon,  M.A.,  on  "The  De- 
velopment of  Research  Work  in  Forest  Products. " 

Leeds  Chemists'1  Association,  Grand  Central  Hotel,  Brig- 
gate,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  E.  Murray  on  "  Pharmacy  and 
the  Public,"  followed  by  a  discussion  on  Insurance 
dispensing. 

Liver-pool  Chemists'  Association,  Gainsborough  Cafe,  Dale 
Street,  at  8  p.m.  Annual  whist-drive.  Tickets  from 
Mr.  J.  L.  Hirst,  Hon.  Secretary,  26  London  Road.  , 
Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Victoria  Station 
Hotel,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  A.  Eberlin,  J. P.,  on  "  The  National 
Insurance  Act,  Medical  Benefit."  : 

Thursday,  March  6. 
Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  London,  W.,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Among  the  papers  to  be  communicated  are 
the  following  :  "  Quinonoid  Salts  of  Nitranilines,"  by 
Messrs.  A.  G.  Green  and  F.  M.  Rowc ;  "The  Nomen- 
clature of  Sugar  Derivatives,"  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Irvine ; 
"  Pipitzahoic  Acid,"  by  Mr.  F.  G.  P.  Remf ry ;  "  Poly- 
bromides  in  Nitrobenzene  Solutions,"  by  Mr.  A.  F. 
Joseph;  "  Cyaphenine,"  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie. 
Chemists'  Assistants  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  OxforSI 

Street,  London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Social  evening. 
Essex  County  Association  of  Pharmacists,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  3  p.m.  (altered  time).  GeneraE 
meeting. 

Great  Yarmouth,  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Hill's  Restaur 

rant,  at  7.45  p.m.    Annual  dinner. 
Grimsby  Pharmacists'  Association,  Oberon  Hotel,  at  7  P.M. 
Annual  dinner.    Tickets  (4s.  bd.  each)  from  Mr.  C.  H., 
Ashton,  Ph.C,  Hon.  Secretary,  342  Wellington  Street. 

Friday,  March  7. 

Iloyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  C.  T.  R.  Wilson.' 
M.A.,  F.R.S.,  on  "Photography  of  the  Paths  of  Par- 
ticles Ejected  from  Atoms." 
Edinburgh  Chemists' ,  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, Ferguson  &  Forrester's  Restaurant,  Princes  Street. 
Edinburgh,  at  9  P.M.  Annual  supper. 
Swansea  Chemists'  Association,  Hotel  Cameron,  High  Street, 
at  3  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association. — 
A  whist-drive  and  dance  will  be  held  in  the  Grand  Hotel. 
Charing  Cross,  Glasgow,  on  March  18.  Tickets  (gentle- 
man's 5s.  bd.,  lady's  4s.  bd.)  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Moffat,  Hon. 
Secretary,  741  Pollokshaws  Road. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  ouyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 


43  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  February  27. 

5 ^  HERE  are  indications  of  an  improved  business  tone  in 
several  directions  this  week,  with  few  alterations 
in  values.  Of  chief  interest  is  the  dearer  market  for  new 
Norwegian  cod-liver  oil,  owing  to  the  extremely  poor 
results  obtained.  Citric  acid  is  again  higher,  and  citrates 
follow  by  a  penny  all  round.  Lemon  oil  is  again  advancing 
in  Sicily  ;  bergamot  is  easier  in  some  quarters  and  orange 
oil  unchanged.  Menthol  quiet  on  spot  but  firmer  to  arrive. 
Lime-juice  is  dearer.  Vanilla  was  higher  at  auction. 
Among  other  drugs,  Russian  cantharides  are  scarce  and 
prices  firm ;  calabar  beans  are  cheaper  owing  to  arrivals 
on  the  Continent,  and  ergot  is  only  sparingly  offered ; 
galangal  is  scarce,  gentian  and  guinea  grains  being  un- 
altered. Belgian  valerian  is  higher  at  primary  centres, 
but  dealers  can  offer  at  unchanged  rates.  Genuine  Shensi 
and  Canton  rhubarb  is  very  scarce  and  full  prices  are 
being  paid.  Minas  and  Matto  Grosso  ipecacuanha  has 
been  selling  more  freely.  In  chemicals,  arsenic  is  easier 
owing  to  slack  demand.  Copper  sulphate  is  unaltered ; 
ammonia  sulphates  and  benzols  are  cheaper.  Potashes  are 
steady.  Quinine  is  quiet  pending  the  bark  auctions  to-day. 
The  principal  changes  have  been  as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Canary-seed 
Celery  seed 
Citrates 
Citiicacid 
Cod-liver  oil 
Lime  juice 
Vanilla 

Lemon  oil 
Menthol 

(c.i.f.) 

Shellac 

Anise  oil 

(star) 

Arsenic 
Benzols 
Milk-sugar 

Ammonia 

sulphate 
Calabar  beans 
Turpentine 

London  Markets. 

Agar-agar  is  quoted  for  shipment  from  the  Continent 
at  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  8^d.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  net,  as  to  quality. 

Anise  Oil  (Star)  is  steady  on  spot  at  6s.  9d.  for  "  Red 
Ship  "  brand,  and  for  February-March  shipment  5s.  11-^d. 
c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Areca. — At  the  moment  spot  stocks  are  exhausted  in 
first  hands,  but  supplies  are  close  at  hand,  and  a  few  bags 
■will  be  obtainable  at  18s. 

Arsenic. — Owing  to  slack  demand,  prices  are  easier, 
ton  lots  offering  at  20s.  6d.  in  barrels,  and  21s.  6d.  in 
kegs,  and  larger  quantities  at  less. 

Balsam  Toltj  is  steady  at  3s.  2>d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  net 
on  spot,  and  at  3s.  4d.  c.i.f.  to  arrive. 

Belladonna-leaves. — Genuine  are  offered  at  55s.  per 
<cwt.  c.i.f. 

Benzoin. — There  has  been  a  good  demand  between  the 
auctions,  chiefly  for  Sumatra,  at  between  61.  10s.  and 
81.  5s.    Eleven  cases  Palembang  have  arrived. 

Bergamot  Oil. — Quotations  vary  from  25s.  6d.  to  27s. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.,  according  to  shipper,  the  lower  quotation 
indicating  an  easier  feeling ;  spot  values  are  from  28s. 
to  28s.  6d. 

Buchu. — The  market  position  is  summarised  in  a  circu- 
lar given  on  another  page.    Meanwhile,  prices  at  the  Cape 


show  a  rising  tendency,  and  more  interest  has  been  taken 
in  the  market,  particularly  for  ovals,  which  are  quoted 
at  from  Is.  9c?.  to  2s.  as  to  quality,  and  for  good  green 
round  the  nominal  value  is  6s. 

Burdock. — Cut  root  is  dearer  at  42s.  6d.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Calabar  Beans. — In  view  of  the  fact  of  recent  high 
prices,  the  collection  has  been  stimulated,  and  several 
large  parcels  have  reached  Hamburg ;  good  merchantable 
quality  is  offered  from  that  port  at  7f d.  per  lb.  c.i.  f. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Japanese  is  steady,  with  sales  of 
2^-lb.  slabs  for  March-April  and  April-May  shipment  at 
Is.  5grf.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  and  at  Is.  6gtL  c.i.f.  f or  £-oz.  tablets. 

The  exports  of  crude  and  refined  from  Japan  (including 
Formosa)  during  the  eleven  months  ending  November  were 
as  follows : 

1910  1911  1912 

Kin   2,925,467       3,090,595  2,751,106 

Yen   2,647,000       2,819,000  2,538,000 

Canary-seed  continues  to  advance  irr  price.  Good 
Morocco  has  been  sold  at  100s.  per  quarter,  and  ordinary 
at  95s.  c.i.f.  terms  for  shipment. 

Cantharides. — Russian,  which  are  scarce,  offer  from 
Hamburg  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  net,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Cassia  Oil. — Quiet,  witih  small  sales  of  80  to  85  per  cent, 
c.  a.  at  3s.  Qd. ,  and  70  to  75  per  cent,  at  3s.  6d. ;  for  ship- 
ment within  the  next  two  months  sellers  quote  80  to 
85  per  cent,  at  3s.  A^d.,  75  to  80  per  cent,  at  3s.  2§c?.,  and 
70  to  75  per  cent,  at  3s.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Celery-seed. — Prices  have  advanced  a  further  5s., 
French  offering  at  160s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 

Chamomiles. — The  bulk  of  the  offerings  consists  of 
ordinary  slaty-coloured  flowers,  which  can  be  had  at  from 
80s.  to  85s.,  and  for  common  brown  70s.  to  72s.  6d.  is 
quoted. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  auction,  held  last 
Monday,  consisted  of  only  one  catalogue.  Of  the  80  bales 
offered  only  23  were  sold  at  steady  rates.  Worked  firsts 
and  seconds  were  bought  in,  bids  of  Is.  6d.  and  Is.  5d. 
respectively  being  refused ;  Ahirds  (sold  at  Is.  Zd.  to 
Is.  4c?.,  and  fourths  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  fair  to 
good. 

Citrates. — The  makers  announce  an  advance  of  _  Id. 
per  lb.,  the  current  rates  being  as  follows  :  Ferri  et 
ammon.  cit.  and  (or)  potassium  citrate,  Is.  10c?.  ;  sodium 
citrate,  2s.  per  lb. 

Citric  Acid  is  again  dearer,  business  having  been  done 
by  the  English  makers  at  from  Is.  7-£c?.  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb., 
the  higher  figure  being  current  at  the  close;  the  market, 
however,  is  a  nominal  one. 

Clove  Oil  is  steady  at  from  5s.  9c?.  to  5s.  lid.  per  lb. 
as  to  quantity. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — With  supplies  of  new  oil  coming  for- 
ward very  slowly,  prices  are  again  advancing.  Norwegian 
oil  of  1913  crop  has  been  sold  in  small  lots  at  85s.  c.i.f. 
for  a  good  brand,  but  several  agents,  while  unable  to 
offer  owing  to  their  principals  not  being  keen  sellers,  call 
their  quotation  90s.,  and  in  one  quarter  this  price  has 
been  paid  to-day  (Thursday)  for  a  fair  quantity ;  1912  oil 
on  the  spot  is  selling  between  78s.  and  80s. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  February  24  that 
during  the  past  week  the  weather  again  proved  stormy,  and 
the  cod-fishing  therefore  gave  only  small  results,  which  are 
as  follows: 

1911     1912  1913 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   5.4        16.6  8.4 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...  4,000  15,100  6,800 
Livers  for  "raw" oils  (hect.) ...    4,400     3,300  2,600 

The  corresponding  numbers  for  the  district  of  Lofoten 
are : 

1911         1912  1913 

Catch  of  cod                            1,000,000   3,000.000  700,000 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...      800          2,400  400 

Livers  for  "raw  "oils  (hect.)  ...       HO           270  180 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  quite  natural  that  the 
holders  of  oil  are  asking  higher  rates.  (See  cable  for  latest 
price:)  >  .  . 

An  Aalosund  advice  gives  the  following  statistics  as  re- 
gards the  catch  in  the  Lofoten  districts  and  the  whole  of 
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Norway  up  to  February  22,  as  compared  with  the  figures  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1912  : 

Livers  Yield  of 

Catch  of         for  Kaw  Medicinal 

Cod.         Oils  (hect.)  Oil  (heel.) 

Lofoten,  1913                 670.000   ...      180     ...  395 

i         Do.      1912       ...  3,000,000    ...      267     ...  2,411 

Whole  country,  1913     8,300,000    ...    2, £88     ...  6,753 

U-      Do.      1912      ...  16,310,000   ...   3,206     ...  14,855 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  fishing  has  been  poor 
in  the  extreme,  the  deficiency  in  Lofoten  as  compared  with 
last  year  being  2,016  hect.,  and  for  the  whole  country  8,102 
hect.  less;  while  for  the  week  ending  February  22  the  total 
yield  was  181  hect.  at  Lofoten  and  844  hect.  for  the  whole 
country. 

Copaiba  is  scarce  and  firm  at  from  Is.  11c?.  to  2s.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  quiet  at  22?.  15s.  per  ton  for  ordinary 
Liverpool  brands. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firm  but  unaltered,  98-per-cent. 
powder  offering  at  89s.,  and  95-per-cent.  at  87s. 

Digitalis-leaves  of  the  last  year's  crop  is  selling  at 
27s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  good  green. 

Dragon's-blood. — Five  cases  reboiled  lump  are  close  at 
hand,  and  five  cases  Zanzibar  drop  have  arrived. 

Fenugreek-seed. — The  spot  price  remains  unchanged  at 
10s.  6c?.  per  cwt.,  but  there  are  no  offers  of  Morocco  for 
shipment,  the  crop  having  suffered  severely  from  drought. 

Galangal  is  very  scarce  on  the  Continent,  but  obtain- 
able at  20s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Gentian. — There  are  offers  from  the  Continent  at  28s. 
c.i.f.  for  at  least  half -ton  lots. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Values  are  maintained  at  60s. 
per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  sound. 

Gum  Acacia. — Sudan  sorts  remain  steady,  the  value  of 
fair  half-hard  sorts  being  35s.  per  cwt.  spot,  with  small 
sales  thereat,  and  for  February-March  shipment  32s.  6c?. 
c.i.f.  to  arrive  is  quoted.  Supplies  of  Senegal  are  ex- 
hausted in  Bordeaux,  but  a  shipment  of  400  bales  new 
crop  will  arrive  there  shortly. 

Henbane-leaves. — The  value  of  good  green  Eussian  is 
26s.  on  the  spot. 

Honey. — The  prospects  for  Jamaica  honey  in  the  north 
•of  the  island  are  said  to  be  very  poor  for  the  forthcoming 
season. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  fair  quantity  of  Minas  has  been  sold 
at  between  8s.  3c?.  to  8s.  6c?.,  principally  from  dealers' 
hands,  and  for  Matto  Grosso  a  few  bales  from  importers' 
hands  have  been  sold  at  8s.  9c?.  with  9s.  asked.  Carta- 
gena is  a  nominal  market  at  about  8s.  3c?.  Six  packages 
and  cases  of  Cartagena  have  arrived  from  Panama,  and  four 
Matto  Grosso  from  Monte  Video. 

Lemon  Oil. — Quotations  from  Sicily  are  again  advanc- 
ing, owing,  it  is  said,  to  existing  contracts  not  being  ful- 
filled ;  agents'  prices  for  prompt  shipment  vary  from 
12s.  5c?.  c.i.f.  to  13s.  3c?.  f.o.b.,  and  spot  is  offered  at  from 
12s.  to  12s.  6c?.    To-day  13s.  6c?.  c.i.f.  is  cabled. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  February  21  reports  that  during 
the  first  part  of  the  fortnight  the  decline  made  fresh  pro- 
gress owing  to  slackness,  but  prices  were  almost  nominal. 
During  this  period  of  reaction  there  were  manoeuvres  on 
the  part  of  local  speculators,  who  endeavoured  to  initiate 
an  advance,  but  the  tactics  were  not  successful.  These  op- 
posing interests  keep  the  market  in  a  perpetual  agitation, 
and  are  harmful.  Owing  to  the  near  approach  of  the  end 
of  the  month,  at  which  time  contracts  (usually  made  in 
Sicily  between  producers  and  dealers  for  delivery  month 
by  month)  become  due,  and,  presuming  on  the  fact  that  a 
part  of  these  contracts  have  or  might  have  to  be  liquidated, 
the  "bulls"  during  the  last  few  days  again  succeeded  in 
provoking  a  fresh  advance,  being  helped  on  this  occasion 
by  urgent  local  requirements.  Until  these  liquidations  are 
effected  this  upward  tendency  may  persist,  but,  looking  dis- 
passionately at  the  position,  the  market  is  likely  to  react 
when  fulfilment  of  the  contracts  is  over.  The  indifference 
of  consumers  abroad  has  certainly  helped  to  minimise  the 
bull  operations,  and  this  attitude  should  be  persisted  in. 

Lime-juice  is  a  very  firm  and  dearer  market,  and  good 
raw  West  Indian,  if  obtainable,  would  be  worth  2s.  ;  for 
ordinary  U.  6<7.  has  been  refused.    The  fact  that  there 


are  buyers  for  March-May  shipment  at  Is.  8c?.  appears  to 
indicate  that  the  hew  crop  is  going  to  be  dear. 

Lycopodium. — Russian  of  treble-sifted  quality  is  offered 
at  Is.  7c?.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  in  cases. 

Menthol. — Quiet.  The  spot  value  of  Kobayashi  is 
30s.  6c?.  and  Suzuki  29s.  to  29s.  6c?.  per  lb.,  according  to 
seller.  Business  for  January-March  shipment  has  been 
done  at  26s.  c.i.f.,  also  in  combination  with  oil  at  31s.  6c?. 
to  32s.  6c?.  c.i.f. 

Milk-sugar  ie  still  tending  downwards,  best  white 
powder  offering  at  55s.  6c?.  to  56s.  per  cwt. 

Olibanum. — Steady,  but  quiet,  with  small  sales  of  sitt- 
ings at  20s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — Business  remains  at  a  standstill,  with  quota- 
tions nominally  unchanged,  the  value  of  good  druggists' 
on  spot  being  20s.,  and  for  soft-shipping  23s.  to  27s.  is 
quoted  as  to  quality.  Persian  advices  indicate  a  firmer 
market,  with  prices  unchanged. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  February  14  that  the 
week's  sales  amount  to  24  cases  for  American  buyers  at  155 
to  160  ptrs.  per  chequi  as  to  quality,  which  is  equal  to  17s. 
to  17s.  9c?.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  The  morphine  strength  averaged 
from  10£  per  cent,  to  11  per  cent.  We  have  had  very  severe 
cold  weather  all  over  the  Interior  again  this  week,  and  we 
fear  complaints  of  damages  by  frost  to  the  poppy  will  come 
down  soon.  To-day  market  closes  very  firm,  and  we  know 
for  a  fact  that  any  fresh  business  coming  will  not  find  ready 
sellers  at  above  figures.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to 
2,277  cases,  against  1,102  at  same  date  last  year.  A  Con- 
stantinople correspondent  writes  on  February  22  that  the 
sales  of  the  week  amount  to  one  case  inferior  druggists'  at 
230  ptrs.,  45  cases  "soft"  shipping  at  from  240  to  282  ptrs. 
according  to  quality,  and  one  case  Malatia  at  250  ptrs.  per 
oke ;  market  closes  firm  with  a  higher  tendency. 

Orange  Oil  is  steady,  Sicilian  siveet  offering  for  prompt 
shipment  at  lis.  c.i.f. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Japanese  dementholised  is  firm  at  7s. 
spot  for  Kobayashi  and  6s.  10c?.  for  Suzuki ;  to  arrive, 
6s.  6c?.  c.i.f.  was  quoted  for  January-March  shipment  of 
Kobayashi,  and  6s.  45c?.  c.i.f.  for  Suzuki  early  in  the  week  ; 
but  subsequently  7s.  10c?.  c.i.f.  (not  6s.  10c?.)  was  cabled 
from  first  hands.  American  is  quiet,  with  sellers  of  tin 
oil  at  from  12s.  to  12s.  6c?.,  as  to  brand,  and  H.G.H.  15s. 
per  lb. 

Potashes  are  steady  at  40s.  for  first  Montreal  sorts 
(Government  branded),  and  38s.  for  seconds. 

Quicksilver. — The  first-hand  price  remains  unaltered 
at  11.  15s.  nominally,  and  second-hands  quote  7?.  5s. 

Quillaia. — The  spot  value  is  30s.,  and  to  arrive  in 
10-ton  lots  28s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted;  in  Liverpool  spot  supplies 
are  scarce  and  held  for  high  prices,  while  forward  f.a.q. 
is  quoted  26?.  10s.  per  ton  c.i.f.  The  Kenuta,  from 
Valparaiso  to  London,  has  brought  190  bales. 

Quinine. — Quiet,  with  sellers  of  the  usual  German  brands 
at  from  10^c?.  to  10jc?.,  and  buyers  at  10c?.  March  delivery 
has  been  sold  at  10c?.  We  understand  that  up  to  to-day 
(Thursday)  the  bark-quinine  agreement  had  not  been 
signed,  but  that  the  conferences  of  quinine-makers  and  the 
Java  delegate  were  taking  place  at  Amsterdam.  The  fact 
that  the  bark  unit  at  Amsterdam  opened  to-day  at  4.25c. 
caused  disappointment  in  the  "  Lane,"  the  tone  closing 
flat. 

At  the  Amsterdam  auction  held  on  February  21,  1,417£ 
kilos.  (50,000  oz)  Ed.  II.  were  bought  in  at  fl.17.50  per  kilo. 
The  next  auction  will  be  held  on  March  7,  when  a  similar 
quantity  will  be  offered. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  December  the  exports 
of  "quinine,  quinine  salts  and  combinations"  from  Ger- 
many were  as  follows : 

1910  1911  1912 

Kilos.        ...         185.100  206.600  202.900 

Marks  ...  4,257  000  5,007  000  5,278,000 
Rhubarb. — Subsequent  to  the  auctions  small  quantities 
of  Rhapontica  character  have  been  sold  up  to  6c?.  per  lb. 
Shensi  and  Canton  descriptions  are  in  very  limited  supply, 
and  very  full  prices  are  being  obtained,  including  3s.  6d. 
for  medium  round  Shensi,  and  medium  round  Canton  at 
2s.  9c?.  per  lb.  Flat  High-dried  has  been  sold  freely  at 
Is.  Id. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  comprise  20  bales  Lima- 
Jamaica,  also  eight  bales  genuine  grey  and  eight  bales 
native  red  Jamaica. 
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Senega  is  offered  at  2s.  7^d.,  both  to  arrive  and  on 
spot. 

Shellac  is  firmer,  with,  a  moderate  business  up  to 
Obs,  6d.  for  T  N  orange  on  spot.  Fair  free  A  C  Garnet 
is  quoted  80s.  and  GAL  70s.  spot.  ;  arrival  market  is 
nominal  for  T  N,  while  A  C  is  81s.  and  GAL  69s.  c.i.f. 
A  fair  business  has  been  done  in  futures,  including  March 
at  83s.  6d.  to  84s.  6d.  to  81s.  6d.  ;  May,  84s.  to  86s.  to 
83s.  6d.  ;  and  August,  86s.  6d.  to  88s.  to  86s. 

Spices. — At  auction  259  bags  washed  Cochin  Ginger 
were  offered,  of  which  80  had  been  sold  privately,  and 
the  remainder  was  bought  in  at  34s.  In  Liverpool  over  200 
tons  Sierra  Leone  sold  at  22s.  to  25s.  for  February- March 
and  March- May  shipment ;  ex-quay  transit.  No  Cloves  were 
,  offered  at  auction,  and  privately  the  spot  sales  are  small, 
the  value  of  fair  Zanzibar  being  10£cZ.  For  delivery  the 
sales  include  200  bales  June- August  at  lO-ft-c/.  and  buyers ; 
to  arrive  there  are  buyers  of  January-March  at  9|d.  c.i.f. 
Chillies  were  slow  in  auction,  40  bags  of  good  red  Japan 
being  bought  in  at  32s.  6d.  No  pepper  was  offered,  and 
privately  the  spot  price  is  5-fcd.  for  fair  black  Singapore. 
For  arrival,  fair  business  has  been  done  in  Singapore  for 
March-May  shipment  at  5d.  c.i.f.,  and  sellers  of  Lampong 
for  April- June  steamer  quote  4fcZ.  c.i.f.  delivered  weight. 
White  pepper  was  not  offered  at  auction,  and  privately 
sellers  quote  fair  Singapore  at  8^d.  and  fair  Muntok  at 
8jfd.  The  arrival  market  is  quiet,  with  sellers  of  April- 
May  shipment  of  Singapore  at  8-fgd.  Of  cinnamon  40 
bales  of  broken  Tellicherry  were  offered,  and  sold  at 
lOd.  •  40  bales  Ceylon  pieces  were  bought  in  at  9jrf.,  and 
60  bags  of  dull  chips  at  2^c7. 

Taetaric  Acid  is  unaltered,  English  on  the  spot  offer- 
ing at  from  Is.  OJcZ.  to  Is.  Id.,  and  foreign  at  Is.  OfcZ. 
per  lb. 

Turpentine  is  practically  Is.  cheaper  on  the  week, 
American  closing  at  31s.  7±d.  for  spot,  and  March-April 
31s.  9rt. 

Valerian.— Although  much  higher  prices  are  quoted 
from  Belgium,  last  year's  crop  is  obtainable  at  34s.  per 
cwt.  c.i.f.  for  at  least  half-ton  lots. 

Vanilla.' — At  auction  there  was  a  good  demand,  and  the 
.bulk  of  offerings,  which  were  principally  Madagascar,  sold 
at  an  advance  of  6d.  to  Is.  for  firsts  and  6d.  to  Qd.  for 
foxy  and  splits.  The  following  prices  were  paid  : 

Madagascar.— 408  tins  offered  and  386  sold,  comprising 
good  firsts,  7£  to  8  in.,  15s. ;  fair  leanish,  5  to  7g  in.,  lis. 
to  14s.;  3£  in.  to  5  in.,  10s.  6cZ. ;  good  seconds,  4  to  7£  in., 
10s.  6cZ.  to  lis. ;  foxy,  4  to  7£  in.,  10s.  9d. ;  good  split, 
lis.  to  lis.  bd. ;  brown  and  split,  10s.  6cZ.  to  10s.  9cZ.  ; 
mouldy,  etc.,  5s.  id.  to  5s.  9d.  Of  Seychelles,  86  tins  offered 
and  22  sold,  comprising  fair  to  good,  65  to  8  in.,  10s.  bd.  to 
13s.  bd.  ;  3j  to  6A  in.,  9s.  bd.  to  lis.  ;  and  common,  4  to  7s  in., 
8s.  to  10s.  per  lb.    Bourbon. — Ten  tins  bought  in. 

We  understand  that  a  large  proportion  of  this  season's 
crop  of  Bourbon  and  similar  descriptions  of  vanilla  has 
arrived  in  Marseilles  in  a  badly-cured,  non-keeping,  mouldy, 
and  insect-infested  condition.  This  vanilla  has  practically 
all  been  bought  by  French  dealers,  who  cleverly  repair  and 
artificia^y  crystallise  these  parcels,  and  are  thus  able  to 
quote  very  low  prices  for  such.  The  usual  care  and  dis- 
crimination exercised  by  buyers  needs  to  be  doubled  on 
this  occasion,  and  in  cases  where  the  goods  are  offered  below 
market  rates  a  warranty  should  be  insisted  on. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — Business  has  been  done  for  both 
spot  and  arrival  at  155s.  for  chalky  grey. 

Wax,  Japanese. — The  spot  value  is  46s.,  and  to  arrive 
43s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted,  at  which  business  has  been  done. 

Wormseed. — Genuine  of  new  crop,  supplies  of  which 
have  reached  Hamburg,  offer  in  single  bags  at  135s.  per 
cwt. ;  a  large  parcel  of  spurious  seed  having  no  medicinal 
properties  has  been  disposed  of  in  that  market  at  equal  to 
110s.  per  cwt. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

February  25. 

Demand  during  the  past  month  for  heavy  chemicals  on 
homo  account  has  been  scarcely  so  satisfactory  as  could 
have  been  desired,  although  there  have  been  fair  deliveries 
for  export.  No  doubt  the  present  position  is  due  to  the 
Balkan  troubles  and  the  unrest  in  the  Lancashire  cotton 
industry.  Caustic  soda,  bleaching-powder,  soda  ash,  and 
ammonia  alkali  have  shown  little  or  no  change  in  quota- 


tions. Sulphate  of  copper  continues  to  decline,  and  while- 
holders  are  inclined  to  make  concessions,  the  ideas  of  both 
buyers  and  sellers  are  widely  apart.  As  there  has  been 
another  decline  in  the  raw  metal,  it  is  probable  that  this 
state  of  things  will  continue  for  some  length  of  time.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  month  prices  ranged  from  23/.  17s.  6cL 
to  24/.  2s.  bd.  per  ton,  closing,  however,  steadier  at  23/.  2s.  bd. 
to  23/.  5s.  per  ton  for  best  brands  delivered  Manchester. 
White  powdered  arsenic  has  witnessed  a  rather  sharp  reduc- 
tion, opening  at  23/.  to  24/.  per  ton,  delivered  Manchester, 
but  at  the  close  the  register  is  19/.  10s.  to  20/.  Lead  pro- 
ducts have  also  been  lower,  nitrate  of  lead  by  10s.  to  15s. 
per  ton.  Glycerin  remains  unchanged,  as  also  yellow  prus- 
siate  of  potash  and  brown  acetate  of  lime,  but  grey  acetater 
is  the  turn  dearer.  Solvent  wood  naphtha,  white  colourless, 
is  a  penny  per  gal.  lower  at  2s.  bd.  to  2s.  Id.,  and  miscible 
about  bd.  per  gal.  lower,  closing  at  2s.  Id.  Cream  of  tartar 
has  been  firm  and  in  sellers'  favour.  Citric  acid  is  ruling 
about  l2cZ.  per  lb.  higher  at  Is.  7d. ;  tartaric  is  easier  at 
12|c/.  to  Is.  Id.  for  English  and  12fcZ.  for  foreign.  Oxalic 
unchanged.  In  coal-tar  products  sulphate  of  ammonia  has- 
fluctuated  somewhat,  and  closes  5s.  to  10s.  per  ton  lower, 
but  pitch  is  some  shillings  per  ton  dearer  for  shipment. 
Crude  carbolic  acid  is  about  2d.  per  gal.  lower  af  Is.  lid. 
to  Is.  ll^d.  for  60's,  East  and  West  Coast  delivery,  while 
crystals  are  easier  and  in  buyers'  favour.  American  spirit 
of  turpentine  continues  to  advance,  and  ranges  from  32s.  9d. 
to  34s.  per  cwt.  according  to  delivery.  American  resin  is 
from  15s.  3cZ.  to  15s.  10^d.  on  rails  Manchester  net.  Castor 
oil  3jtZ.  to  3§cZ.  Irish  moss,  good  common  to  extra  fine 
white,  13s.  bd.  to  21s.  per  cwt.  Sulphur,  roll  7s.  and! 
flowers  7s.  bd.  per  cwt.  on  rails. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  quieter  tone  just  now  again  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  and  neither  main  nor  miscellaneous  pro- 
ducts are  moving  quite  so  well  as  anticipated  from  recent 
indications.  There  is  little  material  change  in  values,  how- 
ever, and  reductions  of  any  moment  are  unlikely. 

Barium  Products  call  for  little  special  comment.  There 
is  a  good  general  demand,  and  prices  keep  on  the  steady 
side.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  barium  sulphate  in 
paste  form,  bl.  10s.  to  6/.  15s.  per  ton  in  8  to  9  cwt.  casks. 
Mineral  sulphate  of  barytes,  ground,  varies  from  35s.  to 
90s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  package, 
and  is  in  fair  average  request.  Chloride  of  barium  is  a 
trifle  quieter,  but  maintains  a  firm  tone  at  bl.  5s.  to  71.  5s. 
per  ton  for  crystals  in  8  to  10  cwt.  casks.  Precipitated  car- 
bonate of  barium  tends  dearer,  and  is  in  strong  demand  at 
5/.  15s.  to  bl.  10s.  per  ton  in  2-ewt.  bags,  according  to  quan- 
tity. Crude  calcined  barium  sulphide,  70  to  75  per  cent. 
BaS,  very  steady  at  51.  10s.  to  bl.  per  ton  in  5  to  6  cwt. 
casks.  Hydrate  of  barium  is  rather  on  the  quiet  side 
Crystals  12/.  5s.  to  13/.  5s.  per  ton  in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks) 
concentrated,  solid.  58  to  60  per  cent.  BaO,  13/.  10s.  to 
13/.  15s.  per  ton  in  6  to  7  cwt.  drums ;  concentrated,  crushed, 
15/.  to  15/.  5s.  per  ton  in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks. 

Benzols  are  also  rather  quiet,  and  tend  a  shade  easier, 
with  present  naked  figures  as  follows :  90  per  cent.  105cZ. 
to  Ud.  and  50  per  cent.  102cZ. ;  North,  10c/.  to  10]>d.  and 
lOcZ.  respectively. 

Magnesium  Salts  are  moving  fairly  well,  and  are  steady. 
Sulphate  67s.  bd.  to  72s.  bd.,  chloride  67s.  bd.  to  72s.  bd.r 
and  carbonate  30s.  to  37s.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  again  weaker,  and  somewhat 
lower  at  all  ports.  Present  nearest  figures :  Beckton,  25-per- 
cent, ammonia  guaranteed,  March-April,  13/.  17s.  bd. ; 
London  terms,  prompt,  13/.  7s.  bd.  ;  Leith,  14/.  3s.  9cZ.  to 
14/.  5s. ;  Liverpool,  14/.  3s.  9cZ. ;  and  Hull,  14/.  2s.  6c?. 

Mysore  Sandalwood  Auctions. 

The  Conservator  of  Forests  in  Mysore_  has  furnished  to 
the  "Indian  Trade  Journal"  the  following  particulars  in 
regard  to  the  Mysore  Government  sales  of  sandalwood  for 
1912-13.  The  total  quantity  sold  at  the  sales  was  2,407  tons 
16  cwt.  45  lb.,  valued  at  Rs.  22,63,176-0-5,  the  average  price 
per  ton  being  Rs.  939. 

Platinum. 

Reports  from  Eastern  Russia  are  to  the  effect  that  opera- 
tions in  the  platinum-mining  regions  have  partially  been 
suspended  lately  owing  to  the  intense  cold  weather.  Reserve 
stocks  of  importance  are  waiting  to  be  marketed,  but 
holders  continue  to  exact  very  high  prices,  knowing  as  they 
do  that  Russia  alone  is  able  to  produce  anything  like  large 
quantities.  They  thus  have  absolute  confidence  in  the  main- 
tenance of  current  prices.  The  market  on  this  side,  too,  has 
remained  very  firm,  the  available  supplies  being  chiefly 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  controlling  groups.  The  quotation 
still  stands  at  9/.  5s.  per  oz.  With  consumption  on  a  large 
scale  and  the  uses  of  platinum  steadily  increasing,  the 
metal  does  not  accumulate  to  an  extent  that  would  pre- 
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©ipitate  underselling'  outside  syndicated  control.  On  the 
eontrary,  it  is  suggested  in  some  quarters  that  supplies  are 
now  limited.  The  production  in  Russia  for  last  year  has 
been  reported  as  12,192  lb.,  compared  with  12,672  lb.  for  the 
previous  year.  The  deficit  was  chiefly  in  the  supply  secured 
from  the  mines  controlled  by  the  French  company  "  Le 
Platine,"  in  connection  with  which  a  considerable  amount 
of  speculation  is  indulged  in  on  the  Paris  Bourse. 

The  Buchu  Market. 

Messrs.  Herbert  Hymans  &  Co.  in  a  circular-letter  report 
that  the  buchu-collecting  season  is  now  in  full  swing  at 
the  Cape,  but,  owing  to  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the 
Government  restriction  limiting  the  collection  to  the  months 
of  February  and  March,  very  little,  comparatively  speaking, 
has  come  into  the  open  market.  In  former  years  the  restric- 
tion does  not  appear  to  have  been  enforced  thoroughly,  and 
therefore  larger  quantities  were  marketed  during  January 
and  the  early  part  of  February.  European  and  American 
buyers  have  therefore  got  into  the  habit  of  making  pur- 
chases of  the  new  crop  for  January-February  shipment,  and 
have  been  sending  forward  their  orders,  which,  coming 
freely  on  a  practically  bare  market'  in  Cape  Town,  have 
caused  collectors  to  raise  their  prices  and  to  issue  statements 
that  the  crop  is  a  very  small  one.  While  we  are  not  in  a 
position  to  deny  that  the  crop  may  be  a  small  one,  we  can 
positively  say  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  anyone  to 
make  this  definite  statement  at  the  present  early  stage,  and 
we  anticipate  that  the  article  will  be  available  probably 
in  its  usual  quantity  in  two  or  three  weeks'  time.  Our 
Cape  Town  House  is  therefore  following  a  very  conserva- 
tive course  in  making  purchases,  and  will  not  rush  the 
market  by  making  bids  at  continually  increasing  prices  to 
reluctant  sellers,  some  of  whom  are  asking  as  high  as  5s.  6d. 
to  6s.  (  =  6s.  to  6s.  bd.  laid  down  in  London),  or  $1.35  to 
$1.50  per  lb.  in  Cape  Town.  We  can  see  no  reason  to  pay 
this  exorbitant  price  until  some  definite  communications 
are  available  of  the  crop  conditions.  The  stock  in  London 
is  extremely  small,  and  there  is  practically  no  carry-over 
stock  in  Cape  Town ;  therefore,  unless  the  crop  is  larger 
than  usual,  we  think  the  prospect  is  in  favour  of  higher' 
prices  than  those  reached  last  year,  owing,  of  course,  to 
the  increased  Government  tax,  which  is  Is.  per  lb.  highcr 
than  last  season.  (This  tax  is  2s.  bd.  per  lb.)  For  the 
above  reasons  wo  would  urge  large  consumers  not  to  rush 
madly  in  to  make  heavy  purchases  at  once,  otherwise  they 
will  evidently  force  prices  uo  at  the  outset,  whereas  if  a 
fairly  conservative  attitude  is  adopted  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  market  should  not  pursue  a  perfectly  normal  course, 
although  we  do  not  for  one  moment  believe  that  we  shali 
see  lower  prices  than  those  at  nresent  ruling.  [Subsequent 
information  to  hand  indicates  that  the  crop  is  considerably 
below  the  normal  in  quantity,  although  quality  is 
excellent. — Editor.] 

Cinchona  Cablegram. 

Amsterdam,  February  27.— At  the  auction  of  cinchona 
held  here  to-day  16,481  packages  were  offered,  of  which 
7,669  packages  sold-  at  the  average  unit  of  4.31c.  per 
half -kilo.,  against  4.25c.  at  the  January  auction.  The 
appioximate  quantities  of  quinine  purchased  were  as 
follows  :  (1)  The  English  and  American  factories,  11,850 
kilos.  ;  (2)  the  Brunswick  factory,  4.349  kilos.  ;  (3)  the 
Mannheim  factorv,  5,568  kilos';  (4)  the  Amsterdam 
factory,  916  kilos.  ;  (5)  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  fac- 
tories, 4,090  kilos. ;  (6)  the  Maarssen  factory,  4,447  kilos.  ; 
(7)  various  buyers,  7,240  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for 
manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  6{c.  to  49^0.  per  half- 
kilo.,  a,nd  for  druggists'  bark  from  life,  to  41c.  Of 
coca-leaves  1,695  kilos,  sold  at  the  average  unit  of  18.87c. 


The  imports  of  chemicals,  drugs,  etc.,  into  the  Dominican 
Republic  during  1911  amounted  to  31,558?.,  against  28,655/. 
in  1910.  17,661?.  in  1909,  and  19,277?.  in  1908.  The  countries 
of  origin  were  the  United  States,  Germany,  and  France  in 
the  order  named.  The  value  of  the  perfumerv  and  cosmetics 
imported  was  5.180?.,  against  7,000?.  in  1910,  France  and  the 
United  States  being  the  suppliers. 

Gum  Teagacanth. — Heavv  rains  during  June  and  July 
greatly  affected  the  1912  yield  of  Capnadoci  an  gum  traga- 
•canth  (says  the  U.S.  Consul  at  Mersina),  and  the  output 
is  estimated  at  400  tons,  against  500  tons  in  1911.  As  most 
of  the  gum  is  discoloured,  the  white  qualities  are  compara- 
tively scarce  and  their  prices  somewhat  high.  About  one- 
half  of  the  yield  is  exported  from  Smyrna  and  Constanti- 
nople, and  the  remainder  from  Mersina,'  shinments  from  the 
last-named  port  during  the  season  1911-12  amounting  to 
250  tons. 


Cablegrams, 

Bergen,  February  27. — Calmer  weather  has  prevailed  in 
the  Lofoten  cod-fishing  districts,  but  slow  progress  is 
being  made.  Market  for  finest  non-freezing  medicinal 
Norwegian  oil  is  firm  and  dearer,  sellers  asking  88s.  6c?. 
per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms. 

New  York,  February  26. — Business  in  drugs  is  good. 
Opium  remains  easy  at  the  recent  decline  to  $6  per  lb. 
for  druggists  by  single  cases.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  is 
steady  at  $2.80,  and  round  buchu-leaves  have  advanced 
10c.  to  $1.50.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  lc.  easier  at  14c. 
Canada  balsam  has  advanced  to  $7.50  per  gal.  Hydrastis 
(golden  seal)  is  cheaper  at  $3.90  per  lb.  Cartagena  ipeca- 
cuanha is  steady  at  $1.80,  and  Curacao  aloes  is  unsettled 
at  9c.  per  lb. 


London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  sup- 
plied by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and 
deliveries  of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the 
London  public  warehouses  for  the  month  of  January,  ami 
to  tne  stocks  on  January  31,  1913 : 


Aloes  os.  etc. 

„   gourds 

Anise,  star  cs. 

Arrowroot  pkgs. 

Balsams  ........  cks. 

Calumba  pkgs. 

Camphor  

Cardamoms  ... 

Cascara  sagrada  tons 

Cinchona  pkgs. 

Cochineal  bgs. 

Cubebs   ■■ 

Dragon's-blood  pkgB 

Galls  

Gums — 
Ammonlacum  ,, 

Animi   », 

Arabic   ,, 

Asafetida   ,, 

Benzoin   ,, 

Copal   i, 

Damar  , 

Gamboge   ,, 

Guaiacum   ,, 

Kauri  tons  net 

Kino  pkgs. 

Mastich   ,, 

Myrrh,  B.I. ...  „ 
Olibanum......  ,, 

Sandarac   ,, 

Tragacanth....  ,, 

Ipecacuanha — 
Cartagena  ...  ,, 
B.I.  (Johore)  „ 
Matto  Grosso  „ 
Minas  

Jalap  bis. 

Nux  vomica.... pkgs. 

Oils— 

*  Anise,  star  cs. 

'Cassia  , 

Castor  pkgs. 

Coconut  tons 

Olive  pkgs. 

Palm  tons 

Quinine  lb. 

Khubarb  cs. 

Sarsaparilla  bis. 

Senna  pkgs. 

Shellac  cs. 

Turmeric  tonB 

Wax- 
Bees'   pkgs. 

Vegetable  ...  ,, 


January 

Stocks 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1913 

1912 

137 

136 

1,130 

1  164 

1*464 

i  *o92 

CO  j 

662 

3,170 

2,501 

g 

1J3 

*249 

9ft 

265 

2,213 

1  186 

1  627 

1818 

i85 

126 

'785 

636 

5 

280 

300 

£00 

^32 

3,459 

4  190 

15 

^60 

'236 

'379 

117 

190 

162 

15 

15 

1  in 

100 

143 

2,106 

1,852 

21 

21 

120 

48 

407 

408 

1,120 

1,279 

8,4t8 

6,009 

269 

80 

1,779 

1,199 

149 

93 

814 

197 

4,569 

4,094 

13,018 

23,674 

594 

1,094 

4,595 

5,448 

38 

16 

140 

109 

4 

26 

34 

22 

30 

147 

376 

1 

58 

21 

14 

17 

38 

429 

374 

41 

35 

1,326 

6i2 

23 

161 

315 

469 

598 

1.4*3 

5,838 

3,181 

19 

35 

45 

9 

69 

14 

7 

108 

45 

19 

28 

50 

36 

17 

277 

72 

124 

88 

352 

87 

15 

5 

20 

35 

10 

42 

37 

72 

99 

161 

235 

110 

140 

359 

506 

178 

617 

1,761 

1,496 

7 

7 

71 

46 

7,405 

3,963 

227,218 

238,166 

£84 

53 

1,757 

301 

15 

17 

209 

251 

95 

19? 

1,998 

2,040 

5,045 

4,730 

98,735 

1C0.001 

12 

22 

458 

329 

182 

336 

2,010 

1,717 

39 

26 

627 

496 

1913 


Imprtd.  Delivd 


15 

72 
110 
178 
7 

7.405 
584 
15 
95 

5,045 
12 

182 
39 


137 

136 

"883 

662 

4 

6 

28 

265 

988 

956 

285 

126 

5 

265 

332 

15 

60 

117 

15 

15 

143 

120 

48 

1,120 

1,279 

269 

80 

1^9 

93 

4,569 

4,094 

594 

1,094 

38 

16 

4 

22 

30 

1 

38 

41 

35 

23 

161 

598 

1,423 

45 

9 

7 

19 

28 

17 

124 

88 

5 
10 
99 
140 
517 
7 

3.963 
53 
IT 
197 

4,730 
32 

336 
26 


*  Stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's 
Quay  are  not  included. 


The  imports  of  medicinal  extracts  and  prep  a  rat  ions  into 
Grenada  during  1911  amounted  to  2,831?.,  against  2,528?.  m 
1910;  soap  imports  were  valued  at  4,750?.,  against  4,041?. 
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Australian  Pharmaceutical 
Conference. 


IN  continuation  of  our  report  on  the  meeting  of  this 
Conference,  we  note  that  the  first  session  on  January  7 
took  place  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  preceded  by  a  recep- 
tion and  luncheon  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  Melbourne. 
Mr.  A.  Wadsworth  (President  of  the  Conference)  took  the 
chair,  and  called  upon  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  (Secretary)  to 
Tead  his  report.  This  dealt  with  the  chief  pharmaceutical 
events  that  have  taken  place  since  the  Conference  met 
two  years  ago.  Mr.  Cowley  also  read  the  Treasurer's 
report,  which  showed  a  balance  of  31i.  13s.  4rf.  Both 
reports  were  adopted ;  then  a  long  discussion  took 
place  regarding  alterations  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Conference,  the  existing  .rules  having  been  drawn  up 
hastily.  The  draft  which  was  submitted  was  eventually 
adopted  with  minor  alterations.  The  President  then 
delivered  his  address,  after  which  the  new  President  (Mr. 
A.  R.  Bailey)  was  installed.  The  duties  of  Secretary  are 
in  future  to  be  divided,  a  General  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  W. 
Shillinglaw)  and  Scientific  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley) 
being  appointed.  The  Treasurer  (Mr.  Geo.  Watkins)  was 
reappointed.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  in  Hobart  in  1915. 
It  was  decided  to  offer  a  prize  to  pharmaceutical  students, 
to  be  competed  for  every  two  years. 

The  next  day  (January  8)  the  reading  of  the  papers  took 
place,  the  first  being  by  Mr.  J.  Herbert  Evans  (Liver- 
pool) on  "  The  Principles  of  Analytical  Control  "  Mr. 
Cowley  read  the  paper,  and  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Evans 
dealing  with  the  cultivation  of  medicinal  plants.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Piper,  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia, 
followed  this  up  with  some  details  concerning  attempts 
that  have  been  made  at  drug-cultivation  in  Victoria.  The 
next  paper  was  by  Dr.  Dale  (London)  on  "  Ergot  and  its 
Active  Principles,"  read  by  Mr.  Wadsworth. 

In  the  evening  a  dinner  was  given  to  the  delegates  in 
the  Vienna  Cafe,  Melbourne,  at  which  many  speeches  were 
made. 

On  Thursday  (January  9)  the  Conference  adjourned  to 
the  University  to  hear  the  presidential  address  of  Pro- 
fessor Fawsitt.  After  this  the  members  again  met  for 
the  reading  of  papers,  the  first  being  that  by  Mr.  R.  C. 
Cowley  on  "  Solutions  of  Ethyl  Nitrite"  (see  C.  <£•  D., 
February  22,  index  folio  300).  In  the  discussion,  most  of 
those  present  agreed  as  to  the  instability  of  sweet  spirit 
of  nitre,  and  it  was  suggested  that  the  new  solvent  might 
be  sanctioned  in  the  Indian  and  Colonial  Addendum,  if 
not  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  difficulty  of  keep- 
ing ethyl  nitrite  is  overcome  by  the  ampoule  method.  Mr. 
J.  G.  Mackay  read  the  next  paper  on  "  Pharmaceutical 
Alcohol,"  and  in  the  discussion  it  was  pointed  out  that 
the  Customs  authorities  would  have  great  difficulty  in 
checking  the  use  of  duty-free  pure  alcohol  for  pharma- 
ceutical purposes.  Mr.  Cowley's  papers  on  "  The  Stability 
of  Hydrocyanic  Acid  "  and  "  Organic  Salts  of  Bismuth 
with  Alkalies  "  were  next  read.  These  have  already  been 
printed  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  In  the  dis- 
cussion some  caustic  remarks  were  made  about  the  dis- 
cordant results  obtained  by  different  analysts  -with  the 
same  sample. 

Friday  morning  (January  10)  was  taken  up  with  an 
amplification  by  Mr.  Cowley  of  the  report  on  the  pro- 
posed Conference  prize,  after  which  a  long  discussion  took 
place  on  the  foundation  and  objects  of  Pharmaceutical 
Defence,  Ltd.  An  allied  matter  was  brought  up  by  Mr. 
Mackay  in  his  paper  on  "Pharmaceutical  Co-operation." 

The  afternoon  was  given  over  to  a  paper  on 
"Methylated  Spirit,"  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Piper,  which  was  a 
kind  of  complement  to  Mr.  Bailey's  paper;  and  was 
followed  by  a  long  chat  on  the  Australian  Pharmaceutical 
Formulary,  interesting  from  the  fact  that  most  of  those 
present  gave  some  experience  regarding  the  various 
formulae  The  balance-sheet  showed  that  the  Formulary 
has  accumulated  a  balance  of  nearly  20Z.,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  spend  for  research  work.  Mr.  Robert  Tocher's 
paper  on  "Optics  for  Pharmacists"  was  taken  as  read. 
Votes  of  thanks  all  round  concluded  the  meeting. 


AUSTRALASIAN  NEWS. 

"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to 
all  the  members  of  nine  Societies  of  Chemists  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  and  to  many  other  Chemists  in  business, 
there. 


Victoria. 

Association  of  British  Manufacturers. — In  the  course 
of  the  second  annual  report  of  the  Australian  Association, 
of  British  Manufacturers  and  their  representatives,  it  is 
stated  that  a  great  many  matters  have  been  and  are  being 
dealt  with  to  the  benefit  of  British  trade,  the  details  of 
which  it  is  not  advisable  to  make  generally  known  to  others 
than  those  directly  interested.  The  Executive  Council  is- 
very  pleased  with  the  progress  made  by  the  Association, 
and  feels  confident  that,  given  the  support  of  representa- 
tives of  British  manufacturers  and  of  their  principals  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  much  useful  work  will  be  accom- 
plished, and  the  Association  will  become  a  powerful  factor 
in  connection  with  trade  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  Commonwealth. 

"Spoonful"  Directions. — Following  the  meeting  of' 
the  Australian  Pharmaceutical  Conference  a  joint  meeting 
of  the  British  Medical  Association,  the  Conference,  and  tho- 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  held  in  Melbourne  on  Janu- 
ary 13  to  discuss  the  proposal  to  abandon  the  use  of 
"spoonful"  in  the  directions  for  taking  medicine  and 
employ  the  terms  drachm,  half-ounce,  etc.  The  British 
Medical  Association  (Victorian  branch)  have  decided  that 
the  present  practice  is  wrong,  owing  to  the  inaccuracy 
of  the  spoonful  as  a  measure,  and  it  has  been  suggested 
that  after  a  certain  date  medical  men  should  employ  solely 
the  terms  drachm,  half -ounce,  etc.,  and  that  pharmacists 
should  exhibit  notices  to  this  effect.  Dr.  Noyes,  referring 
to  the  cost  of  measures,  said  that  Procter's  measures  are 
so  cheap  that  they  could  be  supplied  free,  or  at  a  small 
charge.  Some  pharmacists  present  referred  to  the  difficulty 
that  is  experienced  in  getting  customers  to  purchase 
measures.  Eventually  a  recommendation  was  brought 
forward  and  approved,  in  accordance  with  the  object  for 
which  the  meeting  had  been  called. 


COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  NEWS. 


B.E.A.  Poisons  Ordinance. — The  doctors  and  chemists; 
of  Nairobi,  British  East  Africa,  have  been  notified  to  the 
effect  that  the  Drugs  and  Poisons  Ordinance,  1909,  is 
applicable  even  in  the  case  of  scheduled  poisons  dispensed 
on  the  prescription  of  a  duly  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner. The  matter  is  to  be  brought  before  the  first, 
meeting  of  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Board  for 
correction. 

Japanese  Medicine  in  Java. — There  are  few  Japanese- 
shops  in  Java  which  do  not  sell  patent  medicines.  They 
aro  chiefly  bought  by  the  Chinese,  and  principally  consist 
of  remedies  for  stomach  and  intestinal  troubles.  After 
the  Russo-Japanese  war  there  was  quite  an  exodus  of 
Japanese  to  Java  to  sell  medicines,  and  they  were  looked, 
upon  by  the  police  authorities  as  spies,  in  consequence  of 
which  they  found  it  difficult  to  extend  their  business. 
At  the  present  time,  the  Chinese  in  Java  have  a 
prejudice  against  Japanese  medicines,  declaring  they  are 
"  poisonous." 

Personal. — Mr.  A.  H.  Walker,  at  one  time  a  chemist, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  British  East  Africa 
and  Uganda,  died  from  an  overdose  of  laudanum  in  an 
hotel  at  Nairobi.  He  filled  quite  a  number  of  positions,, 
being  at  one  time  District  Commissioner  in  Uganda.  Our 
correspondent,  in  writing  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Bertie-Smith, 
whose  death  we  noted  in  our  Winter  Issue  (index  folio- 
110),  stated  that  Mr.  Bertie-Smith  had  a  large  dak  hut 
at  Entebbe  and  another  at  Kampala,  both  of  which  were 
favourite  rendezvous  for  curio-hunters.  At  the  Entebbe 
establishment  there  was  also  a  stock  of  pharmaceuticals. 
Mr.  Bertie  Smith  also  distilled  a  considerable  amount  of 
lemongrass  oil,  which  he  put  on  the  European  market. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

.  (From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  Brit  .sh  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


Mr.  L.  F.  Moore,  editor  of  the  "Livingstone  Mail," 
was  fined  at  Elizabethville,  on  January  30,  280?.,  or  in 
default  to  undergo  six  months'  imprisonment  for  defam- 
ing the  administration  of  the  Belgian  Congo.  An  appeal 
has  been  lodged.  Mr.  Moore  is  also  proprietor  of  the 
Livingstone  Pharmacy. 

New  Businesses. — Mr.  E.  Bannatyne,  of  Pietersburg, 
has  opened  a  branch  pharmacy  in  Louis  Trichard,  a  little 
dorp  some  seventy-five  miles  north  of  the  former  town. 
A  railway  running  past  Louis  Trichard  will  shortly  be 
opened  for  traffic.  The  new  establishment  will  be  under 
the  management  of  Mr.  Davie6,  who  has  recently  arrived 
from  the  old  country.  Messrs.  A.  A.  Bones  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
Pretoria,  will  shortly  open  in  the  thriving  little  town  of 
Parys,  Orange  Free  State,  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  Heald,  who  has  been  with  the  firm  for  many  years. 
Parys  is  a  very  popular  pleasure  and  health  resort  situated 
on  the  Vaal  River  and  is  much  favoured  by  Rand  holiday- 
makers.  '  ".' 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Dearer  Opium. — Reuter  cables  from  Singapore  that  the 
Government  has  again  raised  the  retail  price  of  opium  by 
20  per  cent.  It  now  stands  at  91.  per  lb.,  which  is  double 
its  cost  two  years  ago. 

Cardamoms  at  Coorg. — In  the  course  of  the  report  on 
the  administration  of  Coorg  for  1911-12  it  is  stated  that 
cardamom  cultivation  is  gradually  spreading  under  the 
influence  of  the  improved  market  value  of  the  produce. 
The  total  area  under  cardamoms  is,  however,  scarcely 
2,000  acres. 

Personal. — Professors  Nagai,  Tamba,  and  Asahina,  of 
the  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia  Revision  Committee,  have 
had  a  meeting  at  the  Home  Office  in  connection  with 
revision  work.  Mr.  M.  Nakao,  of  the  Central  Hygienic 
Laboratory  of  the  S-juth  Manchurian  Railway,  has  left 
Japan  to  study  analytical  chemistry  at  Berlin  for  three 
years. — Mr.  E.  Kiba,  pharmacist,  of  Messrs.  K.  Konishi 
&  Co.,  Osaka,  left  Japan  for  the  United  States  on 
January  12,  for  a  lengthy  visit. — Mr.  G.  Imai,  who  has 
been  studying  pharmacy  in  Germany,  has  returned  to 
Japan,  and  since  taken  his  degree. 

Tea-seed  Oil. — A  London  firm  of  manufacturers  dealing 
in  chemicals,  oils,  and  drug  essences,  on  whose  behalf  an 
inquiry  was  published  in  the  "  Indian  Trade  Journal  "  of 
December  5,  1912,  for  shippers  of  tea-seed  oil,  known  also 
as  camellia  oil,  refers  to  the  prospects  of  a  considerable 
demand  for  this  oil  in  England,  because  of  its  possible 
use  as  a  substitute  for  a  more  expensive  oil.  The  oil  is 
obtained  from  the  tea-seeds,  which  are  crushed  to  a  coarse 
powder  and  then  boiled  and  pressed.  A  few  attempts 
have  been  made  to  extract  the  oil  on  a  small  scale  in  India, 
but  so  far  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  produced  in 
marketable  quantities. 

Dispensing  in  Japan. — Since  the  organisation  of  phar- 
maceutical education  in  Japan  in  1875  pharmacists  edu- 
cated after  European  models  have  come  into  being.  Doc- 
tors, however,  still  dispense  their  own  medicines,  so  that 
the  pharmacist  gets  little  compounding  to  do  except 
household  recipes  and  proprietary  medicines.  The 
Japanese  at  present  themselves  prefer  to  get  their  medi- 
cines from  the  doctors;  the  medical  men,  in  fact,  not 
charging  a  fee  for  consultation  and  advice,  but  for  medi- 
cine only.  Thus  the  higher  and  middle  classes  get  their 
drugs  from  the  doctor,  while  the  lower  classes  go  to 
unqualified  medicine  vendors.  Pharmacists  have  made 
repeated  appeals  to  Parliament  for  the  sole  right  to 
dispense,  but  so  far  without  success. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggis-t"  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


Drugs  for  India. 

Sib, — With  reference  to  a  letter  under  this  head  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  January  18,  we  think  it  only 
fair  that  Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons  should  disclose  the 
name  of  the  maker  of  the  so-called  ext.  belladon.  vir.  B.P. 
1898.  There  can  be  no  question  of  libel  if  Messrs.  Stafford 
Allen  .  &  .  Sons  can  prove  their  assertion  (as  we  have  no 
doubt  they  ,  can),  and  even  if  the  Government  will  not 
prosecute  we  feel  sure  that  there  are  dozens  of  English 
chemists  in  India  who  will  stand  in  with  the  expenses  of  a 
lawsuit.    The  result  of  such  a  suit  would  be  interesting. 

Yours  faithfully, 
.  Lahore.  .  E.  Plomer  &  Co. 

Railway  Tickets  for  B.P.C.  Members. 

Sir, — In  order  to  be  in  a  stronger  position  to  apply  to 
the  railway  companies  for  a  rebate  on  tickets  for  those 
attending  the  Jubilee  meeting  of  the  Conference  to  be 
held  in  London  this  year  from  July  21  to  24,  we  should 
be  glad  if  you  will  allow  us  to  appeal  to  members  of  the 
Conference  who  intend  to  be  present  to  send  us  a  postcard 
to  that  effect  and  the  probable  number  of  their  party. 
It  will  be  apparent  that  we  do  not  desire  anything  in  the 
nature  of  a  guarantee,  but  probably  most  members  who 
are  likely  to  be  present  have  already  made  some  sort  of 
a  provisional  decision.  May  we  at  the  same  time  invite 
the  co-operation  of  retail  pharmacists,  especially  those 
resident  in  the  London  area,  to  join  the  Conference  and 
assist  in  making  the  Jubilee  meeting  worthy  of  its  best 
traditions  ?  Several  distinguished  foreign  pharmacists 
have  already  intimated  their  intention  to  be  present  and 
to  contribute  papers.  Finally,  may  we  ask  those  who 
intend  to  read  papers  to  send  us  the  titles  at  their  earliest 
convenience  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

Horace  Finnemore, 
Reginald  R.  Bennett, 

Hon.  General  Secretaries. 
Insurance  Dispensing. 
Sir, — The  letter  from  "  Fair  Pay  "  is  interesting,  but 
does  not  prove  that  the  pay  is  not  fair.  Five  minutes  for 
each  script  is  too  much.  Last  Monday  I  dispensed 
seventy-six  in  two  hours,  and  not  a  single  one  "stock." 
"  Fair  Pay  "  really  must  come  to  Lancashire  to  see  how 
it  is  done.  Yours  faithfully, 

H.  Ustle.  (246/70.) 
Later. — Bravo  for  the  tariff  !    I  have  just  dispensed  a 
script — total  3^(7.,  which  pays  me  better  than  the  Doan'a 
pills  this  customer  formerly  had. 

Sir, — Rows  between  doctor  and  chemist  are  inevitable 
over  the  Insurance  business.  Why  not  have  a  local  com- 
mittee of  doctors  and  chemists  to  deal  with  such  ?  It 
would  not  matter  if,  say,  Dr.  Brown  was  the  complainant 
against  Mr.  Jones,  and  both  on  the  committee.  Let  them 
hammer  it  out  there.  This  might  well  be  the  forerunner 
of  that  medico-chemico  committee  which  Mr.  Umney 
rightly  suggests  for  food  and  drug  cases.  Better  than 
police  courts  !  Yours  truly, 

J.  Mack. 

Sir, — I  have  read  with  great  interest  the  remarks,  letters, 
etc.,  which  have  appeared  in  your  recent  issues  with 
reference  to  the  Insurance  tariff,  and  commend  the  letter 
from  a  "  Country  Chemist,"  who  haa  thus  early  realised 
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the  drastic  effect  that  deplorable  production  seems  to 
entail.  I  have  dispensed  hundreds  of  the  now  familiar 
green  and  pink  forms,  and  endorse  fully  all  his  remarks. 
I  do  not  abuse  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee, 
but  desire  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  they  have  done  what 
they  had  to  do  very  badly,  and  the  only  excuse  I  can 
make  for  the  Scotch  members  of  it  is  that  they  were  sick 
of  the  whole  business  and  let  things  swing.  I  would 
therefore  appeal  to  my  brethren  in  Scotland  to  bestir 
themselves,  organise  their  forces,  and  in  a  body  demand 
better  terms.  Let  them  not  be  afraid  of  threats  and  the 
powers  that  be,  but  go  in  with  the  intention  of  winning, 
and  they  will  do  so.  If  not,  then  we  can  at  least  go  under 
fighting.  English  circumstances  are  so  different  from  ours 
that  I  would  urge  that  we  be  left  to  fight  this  ourselves. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Non  Nullus  (244/39). 

Sir, — Many  of  your  readers  must  have  followed  with 
curiosity  rather  than  interest  the  repeated  and  somewhat 
fierce  onslaughts  of  "  Xrayser  II."  on  Mr.  Jackson,  of 
Hereford.  In  last  week's  issue  the  assertion  is  made  that 
"  Xrayser  II.,"  with  the  help  of  "  Mr.  Crocker,"  has 
successfully  swept  the  boards  with  Mr.  Jackson.  Many 
chemists  in  this  part  of  the  country  will  decline  to  accept 
this.  If  they  think  they  have  so  thoroughly  demolished 
the  case  of  Mr.  Jackson,  they  deceive  themselves  into 
belief ;  they  may  as  well  stand  upon  their  hats  and  believe 
themselves  grown  taller.  I  venture  to  think  that  many 
of  Mr.  Jackson's  observations  and  opinions  carry  ■with 
them  the  approval  of  a  vast  number  of  business  men 
throughout  Scotland.  "  Not  a  single  man  on  the  panel 
to  whom  I  have  spoken  but  is  glad  of  it,"  writes 
"  Xrayser  II."  Yet  the  columns  of  your  journal  are 
filled  with  reports  of  meetings  of  Chemists'  Associations 
in  every  corner  of  the  country  devising  and  suggesting 
ways  and  means  of  improving  the  condition  of  things 
brought  upon  us  by  working  under  the  Act.  This  does 
not  savour  of  contentment,  let  alone  "  gladness."  The 
feeling  in  the  North  of  Scotland  is  very  different  from 
that  of  "  Xrayser's  "  friends.  Let  "Xrayser  II."  take 
a  holiday  trip  along  the  stretch  of  territory  between 
Aberdeen  and  Inverness  (I  write  only  of  the  ground  I 
know),  and  ascertain  the  opinions  of  the  chemists  there. 
He  will  come  across  few  "  Mr.  Crockers."  He  will  come 
against  many  whose  experience  of  working  under  the 
Act  has  proved  as  they  anticipated,  who  feel  that  their 
businesses  have  been  severely  hit  by  the  conditions  of 
service,  who  feel  very  powerless  to  materially  mend 
matters,  who  peruse  their  tariff  sheets  with  feelings  very 
little  removed  from  disgust,  and  who  view  with  many 
misgivings  the  time  when,  as  is  probable,  the  wives  and 
children  of  insured  persons  will  be  compulsorily  included 
under  the  medical  benefit.  "  Xrayser  II."  must  adjust 
his  figures  of  95  per  cent,  to  something  approaching 
accuracy.  We  could  do  with  many  more  men  of  the  type 
of  Mr.  Jackson  in  the  management  and  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Councils  of  the  country. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Morayshire  (250/30). 

The  Mile  Radius. 
Sir, — There  is  no  doubt  that  the  country  chemist  has 
been  badly  treated  by  the  mile  limit  regulation,  and  that 
nothing  should  be  neglected  by  those  in  authority  to  have 
the  regulation  altered.  We  in  the  country  have  the  feeling 
that  the  urban  chemists,  to  which  class  our  leaders  all 
belong,  having  got  all  they  wanted,  have  not  worked  in 
this  matter  with  that  energy  which  has  characterised  their 
dealings  with  Insurance  dispensing  generally.  Conse- 
quently, I  am  glad  to  note  in  your  issue  of  February  15 
that  this  question  has  not  been  lost  sight  of.  I  trust  that 
may  be  so,  and  that  when  the  time  comes  the  urban  chemists 
will  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  their  rural  brethren. 
There  is  a  point  in  the  matter  which  indirectly  affects  the 
urban  chemist,  and  which  I  have  not  seen  touched  upon. 
It  is  this  :  By  allowing  the  doctor  to  take  the  2s.  of 
the  rural  insured  person  put  aside  for  dispensing,  he  gets 
the  cream  of  the  country  from  the  medicine-supplying  point 
of  view,  because  it  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  the  average 
amount  spent  in  medicines  by  the  rural  population  is  much 


less  than  that  of  townspeople.  Whether  it  is  the  distance 
from  doctor  and  chemist,  or  the  healthiness  of  the 
surroundings,  the  fact  is  there.  Consequently  the  drug 
funds  set  aside  to  .pay  our  bills  lose  a  great  proportion  of 
their  best  contributors — i.e.,  those  who  pay  and  receive 
nothing — which  must  very  sensibly  diminish  the  probability 
of  those  funds  meeting  the  bills.  If  it  is  to  the  benefit 
of  the  insured  person  in  the  town  to  separate  the  pre- 
scribing from  the  dispensing,  and  to  remove  the  tempta- 
tion of  a  poor  and  cheap  drug  supply,  is  it  not  equally 
the  case  with  insured  persons  in  rural  districts  ?  Certainly 
the  doctor  should  not  have  had  sole  choice  in  this  matter. 
Where  a  choice  was  necessary,  the  insured  patient  should 
have  made  it  solely  to  suit  his  own  convenience,  and  we 
should  not  then  have  seen,  as  I  have,  a  patient  living  about 
100  yards  over  the  mile  limit  from  me  having  (mark  the 
compulsion)  to  go  three  miles  to  the  doctor  for  medicine. 
That  is  studying  the  patient's  convenience  with  a  ven- 
geance !  One  doctor  frankly  expressed  to  me  his  determina- 
tion to  screw  every  halfpenny  possible  out  of  his  dispens- 
ing patients,  and  when  I  pointed  out  to  him  that  he  would 
have  to  supply  such  articles  as  cod-liver  oil,  extract  of 
malt,  and  all  necessary  dressings,  he  simply  replied,  with 
a  wink,  "  Yes,  but  I  have  the  ordering  of  them  first." 
Truly,  sir,  the  line  to  take  on  this  question  is  that  of  the 
benefit  of  the  insured  person. 

Yours  truly, 

YORKSHIREMAN  (243/27). 

Mr.  O'Grady's  Inaccuracies. 

Sib,,— In  reply  to  the  remarks  in  your  issue  of  Feb- 
ruary '  22  with  regard  to  Oldham,  at  the  time  that  Mr. 
O'Grady  had  the  form  with  the  number  of  resident  and 
non-resident  there  were  in  Oldham  eight  resident  and 
twenty-six  non-resident  chemists,  and  thirty-one  resident 
and  ten  non-resident  drug-store  proprietors.  By  the 
latter  I  do  not  mean  anybody  that  sells  drugs,  but  people 
carrying  on  legitimate  trade  as  drug-stores,  and  not  every 
Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
only  five  resident  chemists  in  the  whole  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Borough  of  Oldham  and  twenty-nine  non-resident. 
Of  these  there  are  eighteen  chemists  on  the  panel  for  dis- 
pensing, three  of  them  having  one  branch  shop  each ;  also 
there  are  three  limited  companies  with  eleven  shops  on  the 
dispensing  panel,  making  a  total  of  thirty-four  shops  m  all. 
I  do  not  see  that  there  is  anything  wrong  with  Mr. 
O'Grady's  statement,  only  that  he  over-estimates  the 
chemists  by  two  in  the  Parliamentary  Borough,  one  of 
them  not  going  on  the  panel.  Although  there  are  thirty- 
four  places  of  business  on  the  dispensing  panel,  these 
figures  do  not  disprove  Mr.  O'Grady's  statement  about 
resident  and  non-resident.  Of  the  thirty-four  places  of 
business,  one  is  in  Manchester,  seven  miles  away,  and  the 
other  in  Failsworth ;  while  Mr.  O'Grady's  statement  deals 
with  Oldham  Parliamentary  Borough.  The  statement  that 
the  drug-store  people  have  no  grievance  is  false,  as  before 
the  Act  they  could  dispense  other  than  scheduled  poisons, 
but  they  cannot  do  this  even  now  under  the  Act.  One  of 
these  has  dispensed  more  prescriptions  than  perhaps  the 
writer  of  the  note  has  ever  seen,  and  another  has  been  in 
one  of  the  largest  laboratories  in  the  country,  while  a 
third  had  a  medical  training. 

Yours  faithfully, 
!    Oldham.  James  Parkinson. 

[Our  figures  are  those  of  the  Insurance  Committee  for  the 
County  Borough  of  Oldham,  and  it  only  confuses  matters 
by  dragging  in  the  "  Parliamentary  Borough  of  Oldham 
and  "  resident  "  and  "  non-resident  "  references  which  are 
not  recognised  by  the  National  Insurance  Act.— Editor, 
C.  &  Z>.] 

Lime  and  Chance  Mud  in  Farming. 

Sir, — Dr.  Harrison  Martindale  in  his  interesting  com- 
munication on  "Soil  Analysis"  refers  to  the  presence  of 
lime  or  calcium  carbonate  in  the  soil.  His  reference  to 
its  utility  as  a  base  and  for  the  neutralisation  of  acids 
liberated  by  the  decay  of  vegetable  and  other  matter  is 
interesting,  in  view  of  the  special  attention  now  being 
given  to  the  use  of  calcium  carbonate,  as  well  as  slaked 
lime,  in  dressing  the  soil.  Lime  is  believed  to  have  an 
antiseptic  action  in  this  regard,  depending  upon  the  manner 
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in  which  it  behaves  towards  nitrogenous  organic  com- 
pounds. Although  by  no  means  clearly  understood,  it 
would  appear  that  lime  combines  with  colloidal  organic 
matter  to  form  insoluble  "  albumates  " — compounds  which 
do  not  suffer  the  bacterial  process  of  nitrification.  The 
work  which  lime  performs  is  really  threefold  : 

(i)  It  acts  chemically  on  certain  of  the  soil  constituents. 

(ii)  It  influences  the  physical  condition  of  the  soil. 

(iii)  It  exerts  a  marked  and  beneficial  effect  on  the  soil's 
bacterial  flora. 

Lime  is  not,  as  a  rule,  added  to  the  soil  to  supply 
calcium  to  the  crops,  but  rather  to  act  upon  the  soil 
itself  so  as  to  render  it  more  active,  more  willing  to 
yield  up  its  stores  of  plant  food,  and  at  the  same  time 
make  it  better  able  to  respond  to  manurial  treatment. 
The  important  chemical  changes  which  lime  induces  in 
the  soil  are  of  a  very  simple  kind,  being  merely  an 
interchange  of  bases.  This  interchange  takes  place  to 
the  greatest  extent  with  certain  of  the  soil  silicates  and 
results  in  the  lime  assuming  the  insoluble  silicate  form, 
while  the  other  base  is  set  free  as  a  soluble  compound. 
In  this  way  the  supply  of  available  plant  food  in  the 
soil  may  be  considerably  enriched,  because  much  of  the 
potash  in  soils  is  bound  up  in  this  inactive  silicate 
form.  It  seldom  happens  that  soils  are  deficient  in  potash, 
but  it  is  often  present  to  a  great  extent  in  a  completely 
unavailable  condition.  The  action  of  lime  on  soil  silicates 
is  to  assist  their  conversion  into  a  hydrated  form,  a 
condition  in  which  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  avail- 
able plant  food  is  stored  up  in  the  soil. 

In  applying  lime  to  the  soil  the  efficiency  of  the  dressing 
depends  very  largely  on  whether  the  lime  is  in  a  fine 
state  of  division  or  not — the  finer  and  more  powdery  its 
condition  the  more  intimately  will  it  become  incorporated 
with  the  soil  and  the  more  uniform  will  be  its  effect.  At 
the  British  Association  meeting  in  September  last  Pro- 
fessor Hendrick,  of  Aberdeen,  read  a  paper  on  the  agri- 
cultural value  of  precipitated  calcium  carbonate  obtained 
as  a  waste  product  from  the  manufacture  of  caustic 
alkalis.  This  precipitated  chalk,  or  Chance  mud  as  it 
is  called,  is  of  no  value  whatever  to  alkali  manufacturers 
and  they  are  glad  to  get  it  carted  off  the  premises.  To 
farmers  within  reasonable  distance  of  alkali  works  this 
ought  to  be  an  important  source  of  lime,  not  merely 
because  of  its  cheapness,  but  also  because,  being  obtained 
as  a  precipitate,  it  is  in  the  finest  possible  state  of  division. 
When  obtained  from  the  chemical  works  it  is  in  a  wet 
pasty  condition,  but  it  gradually  dries  up  and  crumbles 
down  into  an  extremely  fine  powder.  The  experiments 
which  Professor  Hendrick  describes  go  to  show  that 
Chance  mud  gives  quite  as  good,  if  not  better  results 
than  other  forms  of  lime,  and  in  his  experiments  it 
always  gave  better  results  than  the  commercial  ground 
limestone.  At  Cockle  Park,  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land agricultural  experimental  station,  experiments  have 
been  going  on  for  several  years  to  test  the  efficiency  of 
different  forms  of  lime  in  checking  "  finger-and-toe " 
disease  in  turnips,  and  for  this  purpose  Chance  mud 
has  again  manifested  its  importance.  The  reason  why 
Chance  mud  is  not  popular  with  farmers  is  doubtless 
because,  being  in  a  wet  pasty  condition,  it  presents  certain 
difficulties  in  application  to  the  soil.  If,  however,  it 
could  be  obtained  as  a  dry  powder  (and  it  is  very  easily 
dried)  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  demand  might 
exceed  the  supply,  and  the  chemical  works  could  then 
make  a  profitable  commodity  of  this  by-product. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ian  Peter  MacEwan. 

Armstrong  College,  Newcastle. 

Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 

"  Balsamo  Carbolico." 
In  the  "  Subscribers'  Symposium  "  of  your  issue  of 
November  30,  1912,  we  read  a  note  of  Mr.  Charles  E.  Row- 
croft,  from  Huelva,  Spain,  on  the  subject  of  "  Balsamo 
Carbolico,  '  which  we  have  enjoyed  very  much.  All  peoples 
(not  only  Spaniards,  please,  Mr.  Rowcroft)  make  funny  mis- 


takes in  this  line;  but  "  Balsamo  Carbolico  "  is  not  "per- 
haps a  mistake."  It  is  a  speciality  of  ours,  made  at  our 
pharmacy,  "Pharmacia  Pontes,"  Pard,  Brazil. 

What  are  These? 

We  are  asked  to  supply  an  ointment  of  which  the  in- 
gredients are  "  Oxococia  "  and  "  Paddysulta,"  largely  used 
in  the  Midlands,  the  drugs  being  stated  to  be  of  Hindoo 
origin.  Can  any  C.  &  D.  reader  suggest  what  is  intended? — 
Vishnu  (241/44). 

I  should  be  much  obliged  if  anyone  can  tell  me  what  are 
the  two  following  ingredients  in  a  veterinary  formula :  Tic 
painter  and  Penison. — W.  M.  (240/52). 

I  have  had  an  order  for  "  pulv.  lycopodium  co."  for  use 
in  eczema  of  dogs;  what  is  it? — H.  IF.  S.  (247/66). 

Appreciations. 

"  I  have  now  taken  your  paper  for  thirteen  years  without 
a  break,  and  would  quite  miss  it.  It  is  well  worth  the 
money.  I  now  enter  on  the  fourteenth  year." — O.  E.  W. 
(203/17). 

"  Country  chemists,  like  myself,  are  greatly  indebted  to 
you  for  very  valuable  help  given  from  week  to  week  in 
the  C.  &  D.  anent  the  working  out  and  understanding  of 
the  Insurance  Act."— W.  L.  (202/38). 

"  I  had  a  glance  at  the  current  number  of  the  C.  &  D. 
yesterday  at  the  house  of  an  old  subscriber,  and  was  much 
impressed  by  your  N.I.  articles.  Your  editorial  (one  of 
a  series,  I  presume,  No.  VII.)  .seemed  to  me  to  be  just  what 
is  wanted  at  present."  So  wrote  a  Welsh  chemist  (198/17), 
along  with  his  subscription  to  the  G.  &  1). 

In  the  Apron  Days. 
Historicus  writes,  in  reply  to  "  Xrayser  II."  :  "  By  detach- 
ing one  word  from  its  context  you  have,  no  doubt  uninten- 
tionally, exaggerated  the  effect  of  what  I  said  about  the 
pharmacists  of  fifty  years  ago,  but  certainly  the  rank  and 
file  were  not  so  scrupulous  then  as  I  believe  them  to  be  now. 
My  own  first  governor  was  more  so  than  some  of  his  neigh- 
bours, yet  he  was  somewhat  careless  with  regard  to  the 
quality  of  his  drugs,  and  did  not  always  follow  the  Phar- 
macopoeia in  making  official  preparations.  He  never  used 
methylated  spirit  for  official  tinctures,  but  some  chemists 
did  in  some  cases,  and  I  have  known  our  own  customers 
complain  that  our  tinctures  were  not  as  strong  as  they  ought 
to  be,  because  the  methyl  flavour  was  wanting  in  them. 
In  those  days,  again,  I  never  knew  distilled  water  used  in 
prescriptions,  even  when  it  was  ordered,  unless  it  was  evi- 
dently necessary  to  use  it.  One  of  my  early  employers,  who 
was  a  leading  man  in  his  neighbourhood,  never  bought  any 
but  English  rhubarb ;  he  used  methylated  spirit  for 
laudanum  until  I  refused  to  do  so,  and  had  private  formulae 
for  many  official  preparations.  Aqueous  tinctures,  again, 
were  a  good  deal  used ;  spirit  of  nitre  0.900  was  largely  sold 
over  the  counter ;  substitution  of  one  thing  for  another, 
even  in  prescriptions,  was  not  unknown,  and  I  once  heard  a 
man  boast,  as  a  proof  of  his  ingenuity,  that  on  one  occasion, 
when  unable  to  supply  grey  powder,  he  had  sold  powdered 
slate-pencil  instead.  This  probably  was  a  joke,  but  it  is  not 
without  significance.  A  very  common  practice,  the  effects 
of  which  still  sometimes  embarrass  us,  was  to  give  to  our 
proprietaries  names  which,  if  not  actually  fraudulent,  were 
quite  misleading ;  '  Lime-juice  and  glycerin  '  may  be  cited 
as  an  instance.  Some  of  these  practices  which  are  now 
illegal  were  not  so  at  the  time,  and  no  doubt  the  law  has  to 
a  certain  extent  been  our  schoolmaster ;  but  I  am  convinced 
that,  apart  altogether  from  such  considerations,  our  ethical 
standard  has  greatly  improved  during  the  last  fifty  years. 
It  would  have  been  strange  had  it  not." 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  writing  about  your  difficulty  consult  "The  Chemists'  and 
Drug-gists'  Diary,"  1913,  PP.  211-242  and  pp.  457-4S9,  where  most 
legal  difficulties  are  anticipated. 


Insure  (250/35). — Read  the  paragraph  "Companies"  in 
the  C.  ct-  T>.  Diary,  p.  215. 

A.  H.  (235/27).— Shops  Act.— See  the  paragraph  "Medi- 
cines" on  p.  227  of  the  G.  &  D.  Diary. 

S.  H.  G.  (197/22).— See  C.  <£•  D.  Diary,  1913,  p.  215,  under 
"  Companies."  We  cannot  repeat  here  particulars  given  in 
the  Diary. 

Bang  (248/47). — You  run  a  risk  of  prosecution  in  having 
on  your  business  premises  any  weights  or  scales  unstamped. 
Read  the  article  on  the  subject  on  pp.  236-7  of  the  C.  &  D. 
Diary. 

J.  P.  (235/5). — It  is  customary  in  the  retail  drug-trade 
for  the  month's  notice  to  terminate  at  the  end  of  the  business 


Index  Folio  355 


68 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


March  1,  1913 


day.  Twelve  o'clock  noon  is  commonly  the  hour  of  leaving 
for  domestic  .servants,  but  is  rare  in  retail  and  wholesale 
businesses. 

Nebulous  Nothing  (249/28).  —Before  a  limited  company 
can  carry  on  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  it  (the 
company)  must  forward  the  name  of  the  superintendent  to 
the  Registrar  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  The  Secretary  of 
the  company  should  do  this. 

H.  B.C.  (233/58). — A  Dispenses,  who  was  acting  as  such  in  a 
hospital  from  July  1907  to  October  1910,  but  not  when  the 
National  Insurance  Act  came  into  force,  is  not  a  dispenser 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  15  (5,  iii)  of  that  Act.  The 
object  of  the  provision  was  to  safeguard  the  rights  of 
persons  actually  engaged  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 

Dubious  (249/39). — (1)  A  drug-store  which  is  owned  by  a 
unqualified  person  cannot  be  put  on  the  Insurance  dis- 
pensing panel.  (2)  Full  information  is  given  in  the  C.  &  D. 
Diary,  pp.  211-215,  regarding  the  sale  of  poisons,  including 
those  which  you  mention.  We  cannot  undertake  to  state 
limits  other  than  those  in  the  Acts  as  to  when  preparations 
cease  to  be  "poison"  or  "poisonous." 

B.  T.  (247/64). — You,  as  a  chemist,  are  permitted  to  keep 
without  a  licence  up  to  3  gals,  of  any  kind  of  petroleum, 
.provided  it  is  kept  in  1-pint  bottles ;  and  as  a  private  per- 
son you  may  keep  up  to,  but  not  exceeding,  2  gals,  without 
a  licence.  See  C.  &  p.  Diary,  pp.  233  and  444,  and  call 
your  Inspector  of  Nuisances'  attention  to  these  paragraphs. 
The  combined  purpose  of  sale  and  use  obviously  does  not 
apply  until  the  limit  of  2  gals,  is  exceeded. 

Troch  (238/52). — Dutiable  Lozenges  >are  not  permitted  to 
:be  supplied  unstamped  for  dispensing  purposes  only.  This 
was  intimated  by  the  Solicitor  of  Inland  Revenue  as  long  ago 
as  January  22,  1891,  in  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Francis  New- 
bery  &  Sons,  when  the  Solicitor  wrote :  "  I  have  to  say 
that  the  regulation  exempting  from  duty  medicines  used 
for  dispensing  does  not  extend  to  lozenges."  The  ruling 
applies  also  to  tablets,  pills,  and  other  similar  forms  of 
medicines  which  are  dispensed  per  se. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during'  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


F.  J.  M.  (222/4).— John  Quincy,  who  wrote  the  "  English 
Dispensatory,"  began  life  as  an  apothecary's  apprentice, 
and  afterwards  graduating  M.D.  at  Edinburgh  practised  as 
a  physician.  It  is  not  known  when  or  where  he  was  born,  but 
his  death  took  place  in  1722.  His  publications  are  "  Lexicon 
Physico-medicum,  or  a  New  Physical  Dictionary,"  1717, 
which  went  through  a  number  of  editions,  the  last,  revised 
by  Hooper,  appearing  in  1811.  In  1718  he  published  his 
"  Pharmacopoeia  Officinalis  et  Extemporanea,  or  a  Com- 
pleat  English  Dispensatory,"  editions  being  produced  1719 
<2nd),  1722  (4th),  1726  (6th),  1733  (8th),  1736  (10th),  1742 
(12th),  1769  (14th).  In  1720  and  1721  he  published  his  edition 
of  Hodge's  book  on  the  plague  and  his  medical  essays. 
After  his  death  Peter  Shaw  edited  and  published  his 
"  Praelectiones  Pharmaceutical,  or  a  Course  of  Lectures  in 
Pharmacy,  Chymical  and  Galenical,"  and  in  1725  appeared 
his  translation  of  _  Albertus  Magnus's  "  De  Secretis 
Mulierum."  Regarding  the  "  English  Dispensatory,"  it 
may  be  mentioned  that,  although  the  book  is  in  no  sense 
rare,  a  collector  would  probably  prefer  the  edition  dated 
1721,  because  of  an  error  in  the  formula  of  syrup  of  marsh- 
mallows,  hellebore  being  ordered  instead  of  maidenhair.  A 
public  advertisement  was  issued  at  the  time,  which  ended, 

Pray  correct  the  Print  with  your  Pen." 

N.  L.  (187/11). — Guy's  Hospital  Pharmacopoeia  can  be 
obtained  from  H.  H.  G.  Grattan,  17  Borough  High  Street, 
and  St.  Mary's  Hospital  Pharmacopoeia  can  be  obtained 
at  the  hospital,  Paddington,  for  Is. 

H.  B.  S._  (243/60).—"  Arcana  Fairfaxiana,"  by  Mr.  George 
Weddell,  is  scarce,  but  there  is  no  market  price  for  it. 
Sometimes  a  guinea  would  not  buy  a  copy.  You  may  be 
able  to  sell  yours  through  the  C.  <t  D.  Exchange  Column. 


It.  M.  L.  (248/8).— Sodium  Glycerophosphate.— The  100- 
per-cent.  salt  is  prescribed  in  formulae,  and  if  the  weaker 
preparations  (50  and  75  per  cent.)  are  used  proportionately 
larger  quantities  must  be  taken. 

F.  H.  D.  (248/59).— (1)  Liquid  Shaving  Soap.— This  is  a 
potash-soap,  formulae  for  which  you  will  find  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas."    (2)  Solid  Brilliantine  : 

Castor  oil      15  oz. 

Spermaceti    4  oz. 

Bergamot  oil    2  dr. 

Palmarosa  oil    1  dr. 

Geranyl  acetate    30  drops 

Melt  the  spermaceti,  add  the  castor  oil,  allow  to  cool 
somewhat,  then  incorporate  the  perfumes. 

0.  J.  (225/40). — It  is  impracticable  to  devise  a  formula 
for  skin-cream  from  the  small  quantity  you  send.  It  con- 
tains, however,  zinc  oxide. 

W.  B.  D.  (173/37).— Aluminium  Flux.— Various  substances 
■are  used  as  a  flux  for  aluminium,  the  chief  being  stearic 
and  oleic  acid,  copaiba  balsam,  Russian  tallow,  potassium 
chloride,  and  ammoniacal  solution  of  potassium  nitrate. 

Bad.  Gent.  (241/63). — We  should  like  further  particulars 
regarding  the  "  smelling-salt  "  ;  if,  as  you  say,  it  is  very 
old,  analysis  would  be  useless,  as  all  the  ammonium  salts 
would  have  disappeared  in  course  of  time. 

Staphylo.-  (247/59). — The  worm-powder  for  horses  does  not 
lend  itself  to  accurate  or  useful  analysis. 

S.  B.  (246/68). — Cement  for  Copper  Window  Letters. — 
Dry  white  lead  made  into  a  paste  with  dammar  varnish  and 
coloured  with  lamp-black. 

</.  A.  S.  (244/12). — We  do  not  know  such  a  preparation 
as  "  phenate  of  sulphur,"  and  should  say  that  your  sur- 
mise, that  phenate  of  soda  is  intended,  is  correct. 

■Petroleum  (246/62). — Probably  the  secret  of  the  non- 
deteriorating  seidlitz  powders  is  that  the  salts  are  quite 
dry  and  warm  when  wrapped,  and  that  an  air-tight  package, 
such  as  tin-foil,  is  employed. 

/.  M.  (244/40).— Confectioners'  Essences.— It  is  not 
practicable  to  suggest  improvements  in  the  essences,  the 
formulae  of  which  you  do  not  send.  We  think,  however, 
that  a  little  concentrated  buchu .  tincture  would  improve 
the  black-currant  essence.  If  you  send  us  further  particulars 
of  the  essences  we  may  be  able  to  help  you. 

A.  B.  (244/23). — Cement  for  Acid-bottle  Stoppers. — We 
suggest  that  you  try  water-glass  thickened  with  silica. 

W.  B.  N.  (237/48).— Non-greasy  Skin-cream.— See  C.  &  D., 
October  11,  1911,  index  folio  594,  or  "  Pharmaceutical  For- 
mulas," supplementary  chapter  on  "  Skin-creams." 

H.  M.  (198/18). — Gas-mantle  Solution.— Distilled  w^ater 
is  not  ".absolutely  necessary"  in  making  a  solution  of 
thorium  nitrate,  but  we  should  prefer  to  use  it  if  the  water 
is  hard. 

Fj.  J.  S.  (Amsterdam)  (248/30). — We  are  not  acquainted 
with  a  casein  solution  used  for  coating  the  outside  of  bottles, 
but  probably  a  few  experiments,  in  which  casein  is  added 
to  an  ammoniaoal  solution  of  casein,  would  put  you  on 
the  right  track. 

G.  E.  S.  (232/68).— (1)  Hydrogen  Peroxide.— See  C.  <£•  D., 
January  25,  p.  138,  and  February  15,  index  folio  284. 
(2)  Book  on  Ozone. — There  is  a  pamphlet  in  French  by 
Guarini  which  deals  with  the  production  and  uses  of  ozone. 
It  is  published  at  2fr.  by  Dunod  &  Pinat,  49  Quai  des 
Grands-Augustins,  Paris.  The  matter  is  also  dealt  with  in 
works  on  industrial  chemistry,  such  as  Thorpe's  "Dictionary 
of  Applied  Chemistry." 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  March  14.  1863, 


Sehacht's  Liquor  Bismuthi. 

Mr.  Schacht,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Clifton,  has  for- 
warded a  sample  of  a  fluid  preparation  of  bismuth,  which 
is  not  decomposed  by  dilution.  It  is  said  by  those  physicians 
who  have  employed  it  to"  act  better  than  the  old  forms  of 
this  agent,  particularly  when  used  to  allay  acute  irritability 
of  the  stomach.  It  is  obviously  a  much  more  satisfactory 
mode  of  administering  a  remedy  to  use  a  fluid  than  to 
employ  a  heavy  insoluble  powder.  Messrs.  Drew  and 
Messrs.  Savory  are  the  London  agents. 
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